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SE In one sentence

THE SOLIDARITY ECONOMY IS AN
ALTERNATIVE DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK
DEDICATED TO MEETING COMMINITY
NEEDS THROUGH MUTUALISM, SOLIDARITY,
AND COOPERATION.



Values

e Democracy - Making decisions fairly & collectively.

e Sustainability - Stewardship of Earth and resources.

e Equity - Centering those who have been exploited,
marginalized, and abandoned.

e Pluralism - There many alternatives!

e Solidarity - Committing to each other’s well-being,.



Alternative

e Private ownership

* Wage labor

e Wealth maximization

* Free market exchange
e Commodity production
e Individualism

e Scarcity

* Endless growth

e Community ownership

e Meaningful work/tasks

e Wellbeing

e Limited markets
 Needs-based production
e Solidarity

e Abundance

e Earth stewardship



Examples
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Visions &
Pathways
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Good Living

e Social Ecology

e Municipalism

e Community Economy
e Just Transition

e Wellbeing Economy

e Economic Democracy




If you have come to help me, you are
wasting your time. But if you have
come because your liberation is bound
up with mine, then let us work together.
~ Lilla Watson




Virginia History
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This area was one of the centers of Charles Citj'a {free

[ ™ : black community before the Civil War and was named for
Ruth Brown with the establishment of the post office in 1880.

; Abraham Brown. a major landowner of the area, founded

| Elam Church in 1810, one of the oldest reqularly organized

5 I g black Baptist churches in Virginia. His son. Reverend

. = 7 . Samuel Brown was a prominent local minister. Following

Fmr HME THE GFE':T m$HI.|L EHHFIHF. the Civil War local residents established a cooperative

- = store. the Mercantile Cooperative Company, and two schaols.

- Bull Field Academy (1881-1911) and the Ruthville Training

ARD THE HUAK GUEST FORE FREEDCM Center (1911-30). A.Q. Franklin who seryedsiniu et

of Delegates (1889-91) and W.S. Brown, first black member

of the Board of Supervisors (1891-1904) were local residents.

Dr.C.5. Franklin, a renowned dermatologist. resided at Cedar

Grove. The area was formerly known as Valdena Cross-

roads and Included Vaidens Store and Boss Ferguaon's
Northwood Academy.
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Recommendations
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Incubators

e US Solidarity Economy Network
e New Economy Coalition

e Center for Economic Democracy
e Shumacker Center

e People’s Hub



Steps

e Where do you see the solidarity economy in your
city/town/neigbhorhood?

e How can people power meet shared needs?

e What does production and reproduction in a moral

economy look like, locally and globally?



@vasolidarity
vasolidarity.org
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