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BERNE, September 19th, 1947.
G206/61.

The Right Honourable James G. GARDINER,
minister of Agriculture,
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Sirs

we beg to refer to the negotiations a swiss delegation hea-
ded by Prof. Dr. ¥.7. Wahlen hes had with the Canadian autho-
rities during spring and susmer of this year and would parti-
cularly draw your attention to an aide-mémoire dated April 12th,
1947, submitted by the legation of Switzerland in Cviawa, and
to a statement dated July 12¢h, 1947, in which the position of
the Swiss government with regard %o cereal importe from Canada
was outlined. In the meantime, informsl discussions took place
between the Cenadian end the Swies delegations to the FodoOs—
conference in Gemeva. DIr. H. Barton, Deputy Minister of Agri-
culture, suggested on that occasion that a request for the ship-
ment of 10'000 tons of Manitoba wheat fit for seeding purposes,
which is, at the moment, the most pressing concern of the Swiss
government, be jointly submitted to the iinisters of Agricultu-
re and of Trade and Commerce. For this reesson, this letter is
also being sddressed to the Honourable J.A. Nackinnon, Minister
of Trade and Commerce, and copies are being sent %o kr. George
MeIvor, Chairman of the Canadian wheat Board and of the Cereals
committee, Winnipeg, as well as to Dr. Barton.

without entering more fully upon the subject patter, we may
recall thet in the statement of July 12%h the following import
quantities were requested:

a) A minimum of 200'000 tons of wheat, %0'000 tons of which
at least should be Amber Iurum,

b) & minimum of 50'000 tons of oats, 201000 tons of which
at least should be fit for human consumption,

¢) 30'000 tons of barley, 201000 tons of which
should be fit for human consumpiion,

d) in addition to these quantities, the Swiss Pederal Cereals
Administration would like to receive up to 101000 tons each
of Manitoba wheat fit for seeding, and of seed oats
(commercial grade) mainly of the Alasks and Cartier varie-
ties.
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While the Swies government still hopes that, in spite
of the reduced Canadian crop, a high percentage of these
gquantities can be expected, it is particularly anxious
to secure, as early as possible, the 10'000 tons of Mani-
toba wheat fit for seeding, and as much of seed oats.-
of the latter commodity, considerable quantities have
been bought regularly during the last years, and negotia-
tions again take place which, we trust, will bring about
a good result. As regards the shipment of Manitoba wheat,
conditions are somewhat different. In normal years, our
agriculture has always been in a position practically to
gover all our needs. In years of low yields and when the
harvest weather was bad, the Swiss Federal Cereals Admini-
stration has always covered the deficit by selecting good
samples of Manitoba milling wheat of high germination.
While not giving the same high yield as Huron wheat, (the
standard variety sown in Switzerland), Hanitoba wheat has
regularly given satisfaction.

As you are no doubt aware, the 1947 harvest has been
very seriously impeded by a wet spring and persistent
drought. Not only has the yield been very materially re-
duced, but where almost all the hay is fed before the be~
ginning of winter, the collection of farm surpluses will
of necessity be hampered. The situation has become so des-
perate, that the Swiss suthorities are serioualy contempla-
ting the import of Canadian hay. In fact, a first shipment
of 5'000 tons is bought already.

Under these circumstances, it will be extremely diffi-
cult to secure enough seed wheat for spring sowing, and the
purchase of 10'000 tons of Manitoba wheat fit for seeding
is almost urgent. As spring sowing begine at the end of
February in the lower regions and should practically be ter-
minated by the end of March, an early fall shipment is ne-
cessary. We should therefore be obliged if you will be
good enough to attend to this matter as soon as ever possible,

The Swiss Federal Cereals Administration in Berme being
entrusted with the handling of such business, we should be
much obliged if you would address your reply as well as
any further correspondence related to it to the Legation of
Switzerland in Ottawa.

we shall be very grateful to you for anything you may be
able to do in comnection with our cereal supply and remain,
8ir,
Very truly yours,
Dénartement fédéral
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For their information copies are being sent to:

1) the Honourable J. A. NMacKinnon, Minister of
Trade and Commerce, Ottawa,

2) ur. George Melvor, Chairman of the Canadian
Wheat Board and of the Cereals Committee,
Winnipeg,

3) Ir. H. Barton, Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture, Ottawa,

ﬂ 4) the legation of Switszerland, Ottawa.

Prp——

Further copies are being sent to:
(intern remark)

Mr. Prof. Dr. F. T. Wahlen, ETH, Zurich,

Handelsabteilung des Eidg. Volkswirtschafts-
Departementes, Berne,

Swiss Pederal Cereals Administration, Berne.
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