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Das Politische Departement
an die schweizerische Gesandtschaft in Washington'

Versandkopie
T Bern, 14. August 1945, 21. 05

Nummer 769. Um 20 Uhr 10 Schweizer Zeit hat japanischer Gesandter?
zuhanden der vier Alliierten folgende Erkldrung schriftlich tibergeben:
«Communication of the Japanese Government of August 14th 1945 addressed
to the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union
and China.

With reference to the Japanese Government’s Note of August 10th?
regarding their acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration and
the reply of the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet
Union and China sent by American Secretary of State Byrnes under the date
of August 11th*, the Japanese Government have the honor to communicate
to the Governments of the four Powers as follows:

1. His Majesty the Emperor has issued an Imperial Rescript regarding
Japan’s acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration.

2. His Majesty the Emperor is prepared to authorize and ensure the
signature by His Government and the Imperial General Headquarters of the

1. Dieses Telegramm zuhanden der Regierungen der Alliierten iibergab M. Grissli dem
amerikanischen Staatssekretir J. Byrnes. Zur Rolle der Schweiz bei der japanischen
Kapitulation vgl. Nr. 25 in diesem Band. Fiir den weiteren Verlauf der einschligigen
Verhandlungen in Washington und die diesbeziiglichen Massnahmen der Schweiz siehe den
Brief M. Grisslis vom 24. August 1945 und den diesem beigelegten, nicht abgedruckten
Bericht iiber die Vermittlungstitigkeit der schweiz. Gesandtschaft in Washington, D. C.,
im Zusammenhang mit der Kapitulation Japans vom 20. August 1945.

2. Minister S. Kase.

3. In der erwihnten, nicht abgedruckten Note betont die japanische Regierung, sie sei zur
Unterzeichnung der Kapitulation nur bereit, wenn dadurch die souverine Stellung des
Kaisers nicht beeintrichtigt werde: The Japanese Government are ready to accept the
terms enumerated in the Joint Declaration which was issued at Potsdam /...] with the
understanding that the said Declaration does not comprise any demand which prejudices
the prerogatives of His Majesty as a sovereign ruler.

4. Nicht abgedruckt.
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necessary terms for carrying out the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration.
His Majesty is also prepared to issue his commands to all the military, naval
and air authorities of Japan and all the forces under their control wherever
located to cease active operations, to surrender arms, and to issue such other
orders as may be required by the Supreme Commander of the Allied forces
for the execution of the above-mentioned terms.»
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