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ASSEMBLY OF PRI SIDENTS OF THE SWISS SOCIETIES
IIT G’.L -..LJ.[L Ba 1 L AIN

M TITNULT B8

of the 20th lieeting of tae Assembly at the Swiss Legation
TLondon, W.1l'on Thursdey, 5th Liarch, 1953 at 7 p.m.

This Meeting was cglled at ths request of.the Chairmen,
Mr. W. Meier, to consider the following Agenda.

1. Apologies for absence.
Minutes of the prov1ou lleeting

3. The Appeal for funds to help those in distress
through the recent goles ad floods.

4. The Coronation &nd the Swiss Colony

5. Any other business

6. Date of the next lleeting.

The following were present:

Swiss Legations Ilonsieur E. Bernath, Chargé d'Affaires
Monsieur E.Li, Bircher, 1lst Secretary of

Legation.
Societies:
Swiss Mercantile Socicty Mt V.o Meidier
Unione Ticinese Mr. P. De laria
Swiss Economic Council lr. H. Oswald
Swiss Church lire Che Gysin
Union Helvetia Iir« A. Boog
Nouvelle Société Helvétique Dr. H.W. BEgli
Swiss llale Cholr Mr. PF.G. Sommer
Bglise Suisse Rev. C. Reverdin
Schweizerkirche Rev. H. Spoerri
Welfare Office for Swiss Girls Miss M. Wolfer
Swiss Catholics Reve. A. Lanfranchi
Tondon Swiss Philatelic Soc. . ir. P. Streit
Swiss  Observer Lir. A. Stauffer
Yorkshire West Riding Club Prof. J.B. Inebnit

The Chairmsn Mir. W. Licier in opening the lceting, wel-
comed Monsiecur E. Bernath, Chorgé diAffairces on his return
after his illness ond operatvion in Switz.rland, end expressed
the pleasure of the llecting in seeing him complotoly re-
covered.

The Chairman also wolcomed ir. H. Gysin, for the first
time at the Progidonts' Asscnmbly, &nd CKOlLand that he had
invited him on his own initiative ag he felt that both the
President of the Congistoire of the Swiss Church and the
President of the Swiss Catholics! Committee should be in-
wvited to attend the Presidents! Agsembly in future.

wgalagies for absence hod hoen »eceived from the following:
ro ' r. b°E‘w1111 '

Sw1ss lelo Asu001at10n M T Mre & Schmld
Swigs Y.lM.C.A. Mr.,W. Fisher

A letter had also been received from Mr. Ch.L. Chapuis )
the representative on the Lssenbly of the F8te Suisse, in bodis
which he informed the Chairman that he could no longer unde&;n
take to fulfil the dutics es their represcntative, as he ﬁgﬁé

fa)

wished to relinquish his nony cevivities in the Swiss
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Colony. In this connection o letter had also been reccived
from Mr. L. Jobin, the Vice-President of the Féte Suisse,
to inform the Assembly that he would consult with lir.
Renou, ' the' President of the Féte Suisse, as to who would be
their rcpresentative in future. .

Ir. F.G. Sommcr expressed the opinion that iir. Renou
should attend both as Presideat of the Confrérie Vaudoise
and the Féte Suisse, whereupon the Choirman Mr. W. lMeier
explained that it was up to each President to appoint his
Delegate, whenever it was nct possible for him to attend the
Assembly.

The Minutes of the 19th liceting

were confirmed and signed. Arising out of the Minutes
the Chairmen informed the lleeting that the Secretariat des
Suisse & 1'Etranger had becn approoched and hed replied
that they could give no finencial assistance for printing
our leaflet, but that they couid reproduce it in Roneo-
type, and let us have a ccitain number of copies. Dr. Egli
had obtained cstimates from Switzerland, which turned out to
be rather expensive. He had becn quoted from 470 to 550
francs from various sources. This showed that the cost
would be twice as high as an estimete from the Frederick
Printing Co. in London which was for & 24.12.6d for 15.000
copies in German, 4000 in Frouch and 1000 in Italian. A
discussion then ensucd on how the expense of printing the
lcaflets was to be met. ilr. H. Gysin suggested that the
emount should be divided emongst the various socicties
represented on the Presidents! Assembly. Others thought that
some of the Societics and Institutions represented on the
Assembly had no funds from which their contribution could be
paid, and it should be left to cach Socicty or Institution
to contributc what they fclt they could. Ilionsicur E.
Bernath called attention to the need of further funds +to
distribute the leaflets. Dr. Inebnit was of the opinion that
each Society, that had funds should contributec & 2 but
Dr. Egli'thought that it should be left to cach Society to
contribute what they could afford. After further discussion
it was decided that an appeal should be made. to the various
Societies and Institutions ropresented, to send a contribu
tion of at lcast £ 2. This was to be done when the Minutes
of the lMecting were sent out end the contributions should
be sent to the Vice-President end Treasurer lr. 7, Streit,
"Berna", 9 Orford Gerders, Twickenham, Middlesex. It was
decided to accept the estimate of the Prederick Printing
Co. and to procced witn the printing of the leaflet in
the three languages.

Draft Scheme for Youth Centre.

Arising out of the Minutes of the 19th lMeeting of the
Assembly of Presidents, the Chairmon pointed out that unfor-
tunately the draft had not yet been sent to the Presidents,
88 1% had not been finalised. Dr. Egli, who was in charge of
this, explained that there hss been no time yet, to launch
the projected appeal for funds in Switzcrland, and accor-
ding to edvice he had received it could not be launched
before the autumn of 195%. Therefore there had been no need
to hurry on with the draft. However, the draft was now
ready end only awaited the finel approval of the Chaoirman of
the Assembly, before being duplicated znd circulated smongst
the Presidents.
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Orgenising Committee.

It was suggested by lr. W. lieier, Chairmen, that
Mr. B, Bernasconi should be co-opted on' the Organising Com-—
mittee for the Youth Centre. It was then proposed by Mr.
P. Dec Marie and seconded by Lir. . lMeier-that Mr. B, Ber-
nasconi be elected to the Organising Committee, subject to
his acceptance, and the Secretary was asked to write to
lir. Bernasconi and inforu him of the liceting's decision.

It was gencrally felt that the Orgenising Committee should
now be convened end thot Dr. Egli should consult Monsieur
de Torrenté, the Swiss Ilfinister, with a view to convening
the Tirst lMeceting of the Organising Counittee. In the mean-
time each President will rcceive a copy of the draft scheme.

‘With reference to the interpellation by Iir. Ph. Schmid-
Ruedin to the Federel Council in Switzerlend, Llir. W. Meier
explained that it wos due to an involuntary oversight
that the work of the Swiss Churches in London had not been
nentioned, and that lir. Schnid-Ruedin would; no doubt, rcc-
tify this at the earliest opporbtunity. lir. H. Gysin who
had reised the matter in the Swiss Observer thanked the
Chairman for the explanation, with which he was quite se-
tisfied.

Fioods Appeal.

Mr. Meicr, thc Chairmon, cxplained how this
natter was started by a letter he had received from His
Excellency, the Swiss Minister end how he had discussed
the question with some of the Fresidents, after which he
decided to launch an appecl for funds amongst the Swiss Co-
lony in Great Britain, through the Swiss Observer. Mr. Ber-
noth infornmed the leeting that the fund, up to date, had
rcached ncarly £ 400. The Chairmen expressed the thanks of
the Mceting to the Swiss Iiegation for agreeing to accept do-
nations end thank the donors. He also thonked the Swiss
Obscrver for publishing the appeal twice. The leeting unani-
mously decided that the amount collected should be sent to
the Loré Mayor's Fund and not to be diverted to meet indi-

vidual cases.
The Coronation and the Swiss Colony:

The Chairnen expleined that hc had inclucded this sub-
ject in the Agenda beccuse 2t the Coronation of George VI
on illuminated address had teei Seﬂt'bc.HlS liajesty on de-
helf of the Swiss Colony in Great Britein. He wgs_of the
opinion that this tiwe, Wwe should not take the initiative,
gs it appcared that last tine, we were the only Colony in
Great Britain to teke such a step.

The Rev. C. Reverdin cxplained that it used to be a re-
gular tradition of the Swiss Church in the 18th and 19th
Centuries to send Good Wishes to a new llonarch on his Coro-
nation, on bohalf of the Swiss Colony. Lir. H. Gysin explained

b ter was discussed on the ccecagion of the Coro-—
M. George VI, but that they decided then, not
ntinue in i practice.

After a lengthy discussion on the mettery during which
the Pros and Cons were put forward by meny speakcrs, it was
decided by an overwhelning majority thet we should not take
the initiative. It was noted that a minority of two held
very strong views that we should present an illuainated
address as at the previous Coronation. Should factors arise

in the r:mantimo, altering the eircungtances, it was left to
the varicus Presidents tc cet in touch with Ifr. W. leier,
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if it was gencrelly felt that the above cecision should
. be rcversed.,

“Other business:

The: President read =z lctter from the Swiss
Legation in which they appealed to any Swiss who would be
willing to take, as paying Guests, any Compatriotes
who were coming to London for the Coronation. The Legation
had been overwhelmed with such reguests from Switzerland,

Dr. Egli explained the steps taken by, the N.S.H. to or-
genise a Concert for the Trio liichels from Switzerlend and
Mr. Meier thanked the N,S.H. for taking the initiative in
this instance.

The Chaiman' also informed the liceting that the Swiss
Sports lMeeting of Delegates had decided to heold the Sports
this year on Sunday, 31st ilay. He was of the firm opinion
that it was not 'proper to hold the Sports Meceting on 2 Sun-
dey, and it was decided by & large lfajority to ask the
Chairman to approach the Swiss Sports Connittee and convey to
then the feeling of the Presidents! Lssenbly that the Mee-
ting should not be held on = sSunday, but on a Saturday as
held previously. (It has since beconc known that the Poly-
technic Ground was not available on Sundays and the Sports
will be held on Saturday,30th liay.

It was decided to-hold the next Mceting on a Frideay
in June.

Close of HMceting:s 9.55 p.n.
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