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| h-j o’* His Majesty's Government duly received the Note Verbale
éﬂéﬁ;¢mgﬂwLwi

U8
5 on the subject of contraband of war, communicated on the 5th
ultimo to the French Ambassador and His Britannic Majesty's
Minister, They have noted with satisfaction the measures
which Switzerland has taken to Prevent' re-exportation of eon-
traband goods accompanied by documents indicating a Swiss
destination and they observe that the Swiss prohibition list
includes most of the articles on the British contraband list.
But the Federal Government Will readily understand that
no prohibition ean be Tregarded as wholly effective ir dispen-~
sations are granted in any but the most exceptional cases,
They will further admit that the Pronibition of the re—-expor=
tation of raw material such a8 copper eannot by it{self be re-
garded as adequate since the priee orf coppen in Germany is
sufficiently highi to enable the manufactured article to be

exported and melted down for military burpeoses,. This applies

equally to such materials aa:nﬁckel4‘alumin1umzanﬂ Trubbens,,
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of the metals named..

The articles in respect of whieh His Majesty's Government ¢
are anxious: to see an absolute prohibltion lmposed are eopper,
lead, aluminium, haematite iron ore, pig iron,. rubber and pet._—
Tolewm,.

Where however the Federal Government are unable to ilms
Pose an absolute prohibition, His Majesty's Government would
be satisfied with proper guarantees either from individual
firms or from syndicates, for whose bona fides and reliabllity
the Swiss Government would vouel. His Majesty's Govwernment: do
not' of course expect more favourable treatment in respect of
prolilbitions deereed by the Federal Government than that ac—
corddd to other nations..

It would be desirable,, should the Federal Government se e
no oveetion, that means should be found,to keep elther the
French Ambassaderr or His Britaannic Majesty's Minister infors
med privately and unoffieially of any dispensations from their
preiibitions of the reexportation of contravand artigles whieh,
the Swiss Government: may decide to grant: in exeeptional eirs
cunstances. By sueh an arrangement they would he in a position

to
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to demonstrate that: goods on the list of cantraband articles
which have Veen allowed by the vessels ¢f the Allied Govern—
ments to pass through to Switzerland on the ground that they
were bona fide intended to meet the requirements of Swiss in-
ternal consuxption are not’ in fact allowed in any way or formn
to go to countries at: war with the Engkente Powers..
Thnanks to these measures, which ean only ilnerease.the

mutual feeling of confidenee alréady fortunately existing he-
tween thie two countries, Switzerland would be safeguarded a—
galnst unneeessary lnterferencee with goods genwinely econsign—

ed to Swiss importers for consumption in Switzerland.

Berne,. January 14, 1915
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