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Berne, Augustiof. 1915.

Monsicur le Congoillor Fédéral,

The recent proposal of the Swies Government conveyed to the
French Arbagsador by Mongieur Tanant in his letter of the 23rd in-
stant, to restrict excharges with Germany and Austrla Hungary to
gtocke in Switzerland which are the property of. those Governments
appears to offer a baegils for removing the iast di€riculity in the
way of conciuding the negotiaticne between the Allled GOvVernmentis
and the Federal Government with regard to the proposes "ITrust® .It
will be evident to Your Excellency that it ig imperative that His
Masesty;s gGovernment should know the guantities of the stocks of
those commodities which the Federsl Government thuz propose o re=
lease in exchange with the Central Empires. I have the nonour to re-
quest Your Excellercy to furiish me, as soon as possible with the
necegsary data.

In making this communjication to Your Exceliency ¥ am airectad
by 8ir Edward Grey to say that for the purposes of such an agrannmnz
His Majesty's Govermnment could only consider ag"belonging to the

governmerte® such s/ OCke ae were actual-

ly the property of theee Governments and were in Switzerland on
June 30.1915.

I am also ;nstructed to ask Your Excellency what proof the
Federal Government are prepared to offer that the stocke of commo-
dities in questi n were actually the property of the German and
Austro-Hungarian Governments and not of private individuals.

I nave als¢ the honour to state that the contenplatod ex-
changes could not include:

1) Rice

2) Cetton vhich has entered Switzerland since March 11.1915,
3) sulphur
%) Tanning materials.
I avall myself of tuls opportunity to renex tc Your Excellen-
¢y the assurance of my highest consideration.
His Excellencey, ; (sig) EvelynGrant Durfr Dodis
Moncienr A. HWoffmann. : =% E
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