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E 2300 W ashington, Archiv-Nr. 34

Le Ministre de Suisse à Washington, H. Sulzer, 
au Président des Etats-Unis d ’Amérique, W. Wilson

Copie
L W ashington, August 22, 1917

I have the honor to lay to-day in your hands the docum ent by which the Swiss 
Federal Council accredits me as Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
o f the Swiss Confederation to the high G overnm ent of the United States of America.

It fills me with pride to be perm itted to convey to our great A m erican sister re­
public and to her eminent President in these historic times the expression of the 
feelings of the Swiss Governm ent and of the Swiss people; feelings of true sym pa­
thy and friendship rooted in the com m unity o f political and social ideals and 
ripened in the sun of a century’s peaceful intercourse.

As in times of peace, Switzerland follows, whilst w ar is raging round her boun­
daries, the way prescribed to her by her history, her obligations and her national 
conscience: she unites within her borders peoples of various races which by their 
own will have joined together, and aspires to be the truthful guardian of the loftiest 
principles which m ay inspire men in the com m on pursuit of peaceful cooperation.

Switzerland has ardently dedicated herself to this task, in which she finds the 
moral justification of her national existence. As a small country she is fully aware 
that she cannot hope to fulfil her mission without the confidence and the support of 
the great powers o f the world. She appreciates to the fullest extent the value of the 
traditional aid and friendship which her great sister republic has bestowed upon her 
and will, as she firmly believes, further bestow upon her.

My G overnm ent has set me the honorable and grateful task to contribute to the 
m aintenance and growth of mutual understanding and to the strengthening of the 
intellectual and economical ties between the two nations.

I beg to assure you, Mr. President, that inspired by the proud thought of thereby 
greatly serving my country, I shall spare no efforts in the fulfilment of this noble 
task.
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Le Président des Etats-Unis d'Amérique, W. Wilson, 
au Ministre de Suisse à Washington, H. Sulzer

Copie
L W ashington, August 27, 1917

I am happy to accept the letters of credence by which the Swiss Federal Council 
accredits you as Envoy Extraordinary and M inister Plenipotentiary of the Swiss 
Confederation to the Governm ent o f the United States and to accord you formal
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recognition in that high capacity. Also, as the representative o f this G overnm ent, I 
am very pleased to hear from you expressions o f the true sym pathy and friendship 
of your people tow ard us.

The United States and Switzerland, founded as they are on the same fundam ental 
basis of dem ocracy, have in com m on ideals of sym pathetic friendship. The tru st and 
confidence which the Swiss G overnm ent has placed in the G overnm ent o f this 
country is respected and reciprocated.

Your recognition of the im portance of this good understanding is gratifying and I 
shall be m ost happy to cooperate with you in all that will tend to prom ote the good 
relationship between our two countries.

Your country in giving aid and succor to those who have sought refuge within her 
territory, is indeed fulfilling a great mission. H er obligations and her national con­
science will move her, I am sure, to suppress and to prevent the wrongful use o f her 
territory by those not truly refugees, as a base for conspiracies against the 
G overnm ent for which she now, through you, professes such deep friendship. In the 
m anifestation of this friendly relationship, Switzerland will deserve and will receive 
all the confidence and support which the United States o f A m erica can bestow.

I beg of you to extend to the Swiss Federal Council my best wishes for their per­
sonal welfare and the happiness and prosperity o f the Swiss people.

W ith the assurance that you m ay count on the friendly cooperation of this 
G overnm ent in carrying out the high mission with which you have been entrusted, 
and with the hope that you will find your residence at this capital a pleasant one, I 
beg leave to add my personal greetings and well wishes.
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Le Conseiller de Légation à Londres, Ch.R.Paravicini, 
à la Division des Affaires étrangères du Département politique

Copie de réception
T  n°59 London, 30. August 1917, 8.40 Uhr

In Beantwortung Ihres Telegrammes N um m er 2 3 1 teile ich Ihnen mit, dass ich 
heute auf dem Foreign Office mündlich vernom men habe, der englische M inister 
habe heute Weisung erhalten, Ihnen mitzuteilen, die Schweizer Banken laufen keine 
Gefahr, dass wegen der Darlehen an D eutschland englischerseits M assnahm en 
gegen sie ergriffen werden, unter der Bedingung, dass sie der Entente die gleichen 
Erleichterungen für D arlehen gewähren und für m indestens die gleichen Summen. 

Die Einzelheiten werden mir durch Note zugehen.

1. Ce télégramme disait: Prière demander d’urgence à Balfour ou au War Trade Departement 
réponse aux télégrammes de Légation britannique demandant expressément de la part du Dépar­
tement politique retrait de mesures éventuelles qui seraient prises contre banques suisses prêtant au 
Gouvernement fédéral leur concours pour opération financière concernant livraison de charbon par 
Allemagne. Cf. E 2200 London 28/IC 35.
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