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OO SEPPLIES OF OEITZERTARD
and
PRESENT RECUIREMZNTS
b '
_ Rread Consumption
A. Present (inmfficient) ration

% vi anal conewsp tion
& ring the following sxceptions, the standard

allowance is at present 235 gr. of bread and

- 150 .

ol m&u two yeara of age (except those
£ producers) are given a childroms prond card, entitling
them to 150 gre of bread dsily and S00 gr. of flour
A

)

o tha ReliST PEAd 1ists 275.

_ “allowance © gr. of bread dnily is
-grante persona who, having proved that thelr
rosources are inmufficient for their mapport have con-
ssquently heen plsced on the Relief Pund 1ist and oan
asoure bread and milk at nﬂeﬁgﬁm The mumber of
_ which in 7 totaled 601,000,
was increased to 889,000 in June 1018, a certain mumber
of whomare mot granted this ddimmi 50 gr., being
already entitled to the 100 gr. Nim allewance
granted to hard labor sorkmen. 1850¢ below)

2 326 gr.
: ince with sie 29 o?m decision of the
Sxiss Military Department of Slop tember 14th, 1917, which
reads as followss
¥, ....0r¢ considered as belonging %o the class of
hard labor workmen, -adults who perfom mamsal labor
rogul contimious phyeicnl exertion, that is to

‘a day. w&,coo workmen over 16 years of age who fulfil

the forepoing conditions are granted & suppl ementury
allowance of 100 2T. ' Dodis
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‘0 m_- 400 gl‘.‘.
~ Boldlers under arms receive a 400 gr. ration.

" Producers are allowed to retaln 135 kg. of grain

a year per member of household. Their grain con-

sump tion amounta to 370 gr. dally.

- HOTE. In this memorandum the term of producers 1s used to denote
those farmers who produce sufficlent wheat for their own and
their famillies' support.

Ak Ans o account the foregoing figures, the daily
average con tion per capita is 360 gr. of grain (flour
ig:%u&ed) which amounts to a total daily consumption of

O tons.

At present, as we have seen, the daily bread ration of the large
majority of the Swlss population 1s 2335 gr. of bread per cﬁta.

The present state of under-nourishment, especlally of the urban
population, makes 1t imperative that this standard ration be in-
creased by one third and fixed at 300 gr. dally and that a propor-
tionate increase be granted to all other classes of the non-pro-
ducing consumers.

is inorease would seem justified even if other essential

foodstuffs were mormally abundant and cheap in Switzerland. However,
as they are all scarce and as the prices of several of these
commodities plafe them beyond the reach of the average consumer,
the increase in the bread ration is an sbsolute necessity if economic
and social catastrophes are to be avoided.

On the other hand, an increase in the bread allowance would be
a very dangerous expriment before increased shipments are sbsolutely
guaranteed. This alone would allow us to get aside a part of our
domestio crop as a reserve for emergenciles.

The daily potato ration is only 2350 grammes, and even so it i1s
not certain t this amount will be secured by everyone, as the
supply of potatoes formerly hmme from Cermany and Holland will
probably not be avallable Mas-\wi In order to compensate this
serious deéficit, it is of the utmost necessity that we receive a
substantial monthly allotment of corn.

No meat ration has as yet been prescribed, but meat 1s too
expensive for many laboring families. If equally dlstributed among
the population, each person would only have from 50 %o 60 gr. a
day, according to the seaon (from March till, July still less).

There sre hundreds of thousands of individuals in Switzerland
 who have to rely for their maintenance exclusively on those good-

_stuffs, the administration and apportiomment of which have been
taken over by the Government. '
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Such persons are restricted to the following amounts daily:

Daily uipym. Albumen Fats Hydrates Calories

of carbon

360 gr. Orain (bread & flour

incl.) 26.69 1.308 133.20 575.47
3-1/3 gr. Butter - 2.7 - 26.33
10 gr. Pites aliment 0.9 .08 7.3 34.4
14 gra Ii@ﬂ 0084 L 10.8 “.0
m g.‘l.'- mu i s 3@ 99.5
13 gr. corn 1.17 0.443 9.36 46.4
1/2 1itre milk (1 pént) 15.0 15.0 30.0 333.0
1/4 potatoes . 5.0 - 50.0 233.5
13 gr. grease - 13.87 - 107.0

Before the war, the Swiss workman, like the American,
consumed approximately 4,000 calories daily. In 1917, the non-
producer consumed on,an average only 2750 caloriesm per adult, includ-
ing everything (imports, meats, etc.). The situation has since
become even more serious because of the scarcity of milk and cheese,
due to the reduction in oration of cattle, fodder and fertilizers.

According to religble estimates, cattle has undergone
an average decrease in welght of 50 kg. per head and the yearly
production of milk has decreased by a sum which amounts to 110
- litres per head of the population. ' _

The pore herd, which in 1918 totaled 544,000 has deoreased
to 364,000 in 1818, The only remedy to thls serious reduction, due
to the lack of food, is an increase in the importation of oll-
cakes and corn. _

- Th#. scarcity of cats has resulted in a gra¥e under-
nourishmen of horses; we require a minimum allotment of 8000 tons
of oats monthly to overcome this serious difficulty, which tends
2ti11 further to weaken our agricul tural production.

The following table shows the deficit in the lmportation of the
most importart cereals for the period beginning Jamuary lst, 1918 and
ending September 30th; 1818.

Commodi ty lot.for 9 Months ~. s dmports Deficit
agco rding ris Apresmen jan.l to Sept.o0 S
Tons ns Tons
Wheat & Rye 3as, 000 115, 358 109, 743
Qats 80, 000 23,9870 86,030
Barley 33, 835 13, 661 9, 944
Corn 108,000 16,133 .88, 878
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The foregoing figures may suffice to show how alarming the
present situation is.

II.
Bread Supplies as of the 21st of Septembre

Ae Inland Crop :
1. Swiss crop (113,000 hectares at 1.5 ton ) 170,000 tons
2¢ Minus Producers8 consumption ( 700,000 at
135 kg a year ) 94.500 ¥
Balance for rest of population ?Efﬁﬁb W

B. Imported Supplies
Ea Stored in Swiss warehouses 36,600 Vv

2+ En route or at fremeh ports ( inclu-
ding 5400 tons owed by French Govt ) b2, 26@ "

— 87,860 ™

Ce Total Supplies available .
le To% supplies 163,360
2. Minus 28A000t0ns for the manufaecture
of pates alimentaires 28,000 "
Potal of available supplies 135,280 "

This supply would last 123 days on the present insufficient ra-
tion, or if the bread ration be inereasedasas sbove (as it mustihbe)
for the period beginning Jenuary lst 1919, for 1556 days only, that
is to say until February 25th,

NOTE: Since September 2l1st, 29,900 tons of bread grain have been
shipped from the United States. Thus inereased,our supplies
can last 29 days more,i.e. until March 24th,

_IIT,
“Conolusion -
The coneclusion to be derived from the above memorandum is clear=
ly evident. Switzerland's situation with regard to food supplies,

especially bread grain and corn, is very serious, and under nourish-
ment threatens the health of a considerable part of the population,

Owing to the low stock on hand and to the considersble delay to
Which arrivals are subject, an immediate resumption of regular ship=-
ments of cereals is of the utmost necessitye.

We require, in order to meet the pressing needs stated above,
monthly allotments of 40,000 tons of bread grain, 10 - 15,000 tons
of corn and 8,000 tons of oats,
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