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W iederherstellung aller zur Zeit der Emission oder der Verleihung ausbedungenen allgemeinen 
und besonderen Garantien und Verpflichtungen.

Bleibt neben der Restitution noch ein weiterer Schaden, so ist dieser in vollem Umfange zu 
ersetzen.

Endlich sind zu ersetzen alle entgangenen Früchte, wie Zinsen, Dividenden und Erträgnisse 
überhaupt.

II.
Ist die Restitution unmöglich oder wird sie vom Berechtigten aus sachlichen Gründen abge­

lehnt, so ist volle Entschädigung für Kapital und Früchte zu leisten, auf der Grundlage des Wertes, 
den ein Objekt hatte, als dem Eigentümer die Verfügungsgewalt entzogen wurde.

Dieser Grundentschädigung sind beizufügen Zinsen zu 6 % jährlich bis zur Ersatzleistung oder 
die entgangenen Dividenden oder sonstige Erträgnisse.

Ist der W ert zur Zeit des Entzuges der freien Verfügungsgewalt nicht feststellbar, dann gilt der 
letzte vor jenem Zeitpunkt feststellbare Wert. Es wird festgesetzt, dass der letzte feststellbare Wert 
des Rubels sein mittlerer Goldwert in der Periode vom 1. Juli bis 23. Oktober 1917 (alten Stils) ist.

In bezug auf die gegenwärtig noch in Zirkulation befindlichen Noten und Geldsorten aller A rt 
ist Russland verpflichtet, deren Rechtsgültigkeit anzuerkennen.

Für die Delegation 
von Dänemark:

sig. J. Koch

Für die Delegation 
von Norwegen:

sig. D.H. Christiansen

Für die Delegation der Schweiz: 

sig. Töndury.

Für die Delegation der 
Niederlande:

sig. Treub

Für die Delegation von 
Schweden:

sig. P. von Adlercreutz
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Le Secrétaire général de la Ligue des Sociétés de la 
Croix-Rouge, W. E. Rappard, 

au Ministre de Suisse à Londres, Ch. R. Paravicini

L  Genève, 24 juin 1920

Mon cher Ami,
merci mille fois de votre aimable lettre du 18 juin qui m’est parvenue en même 

temps qu’un très aimable mot de Madame Paravicini.
Je vous envoie ci-inclus la copie d’une lettre que je viens de recevoir du Colo­

nel House1 avec ma réponse2 que je me permets de vous prier de bien vouloir lui 
faire parvenir le plus rapidement possible3 après en avoir pris connaissance vous- 
même. Merci d’avance.

1. Reproduite en annexe 1.
2. Reproduite en annexe 2.
3. Remarque manuscrite de Paravicini en bas de la page: Transmis au Colonel House. 
30. VI. 1920.
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A N N E X E  1

Copie On Board s.S. Lapland, June 20, 1920

Dear Professor Rappard,
Your letter of May twentieth4 came just as we were leaving America and I have waited until we 

were on shipboard to  answer.
I have kept in fairly close touch with your work through Mr. Davison and others and I want to 

congratulate you not only for what you have done but what your great organization promises for 
the future.

I have read with much concern that there is a strong movement to substitute Brussels or some 
other place for Geneva as the seat of the League of Nations. I shall make some inquiry when I get to 
London and try to  find how much there is in the rumor. In my opinion, it would be a great mistake 
to make the change for the reasons for selecting Geneva are just as potent now as they were last 
year.

If you will write me upon receipt of this letter telling what you know about this, I will in turn be 
able to let you know what I find in London.

With all good wishes, I am, dear Professor Rappard,

your very sincere,

E.M.House.

A N N E X E  2
Copie Geneva, June 24th, 1920

Dear Colonel House,
Your letter of June 20th written on board the Lapland, has just reached me and I hasten to reply. 

As you do not m ention any addresses, I take it for granted that I may get in touch with you, thanks to 
the kindness of the Am erican Embassy.

I am deeply grateful to you for the continued interest you are good enough to show in the ques­
tion of the seat of the League of Nations. We have naturally all shared your concern about the 
movement for substituting Brussels or some other place for Geneva, but I have the impression that 
the most critical moment in the discussion is now over. This ist, briefly stated, the situation as
I see it:

The Belgians have naturally not been able to get over their disappointm ent, but on the whole I 
have reason to believe that the real and most effective influences that are still working against 
Geneva emanate from Paris rather than from Brussels. The French Government has repeatedly 
assured ours that it did not intend to suggest a change in the provisions of the Covenant, but our 
mutual experiences in Paris have made us very cautious in this respect. I think, therefore, that we 
will always have to count on the hidden but none the less very persistent opposition of France.

The Italian Government seems sincerely favorable to Geneva, which the general opposition to 
France and geographical considerations combine in making entirely plausible. As for the other 
Governments, I believe that they view the matter with comparative indifference. Our friend, Lord 
Robert Cecil is more convinced than ever that Geneva should be the seat of the League. In fact he 
told me a fortnight ago, that, in view of all the reasons which seemed to favor Geneva a year ago, he 
thought that today the m atter should not even be raised in as much as it would imply something like a 
«breach of faith» towards the Swiss people who had devoted on the assumption that they would 
have the seat of the League of Nations. As you know however, Cecil is no longer a member of the 
Government and is in fact perhaps its most dangerous foe. From all I can gather, Balfour is [mildly] 
in favor of Geneva, but does not seem ready to fight for it if a serious conflict should arise over the 
question. As for the Prime Minister, I do not believe that he has ever expressed an opinion on the 
question.

4. Non retrouvée.
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In the Secretariat of the League of Nations, the opinions are very much divided. The majority of 
the directors favor Geneva. The small but very influential group of Frenchmen however who sur­
round Monnet, are extremely active in favor of Brussels. Their alleged reasons are the following:

1. Since the withdrawal of the United States, the real political basis of the League of Nations is in 
London and in Paris. In as much as neither of these capitals can be the perm anent seat of the Lea­
gue, Brussels being situated on the summit of the triangle of which the line London-Paris is the 
base, would be the most convenient stop. As all the Governments are but too inclined to forget the 
League of Nations a ltogether, it is well to  make it as convenient for them as possible to confer with 
its officials. Therefore, it is in the interest of the League to settle there where meetings can most 
easily be arranged.

2. The League of Nations must, at any cost, avoid losing touch with the Governments, Brussels, 
being a capital and having several rather im portant embassies and legations, is more favorable that 
Geneva in the m atter of official communication.

These are the two main reasons put forward very frankly by M onnet, M antoux and Comert, of 
the Secretariat. I have no cause to doubt their sincerity, but I believe that, more or less uncons­
ciously perhaps, these gentlemen are defending the point of view of their Government by reasons 
which are not the true ones. I am personally convinced that Monsieur Léon Bourgeois, in spite of 
all polite assurances, is behind the French delegation of the Secretariat.

As for Sir Eric Drummond, I have every reason to believe that he really wishes to come to 
Geneva. However, he is very strongly under the influence of the French and particularly of Monnet 
who rather terrorizes him by repeating that the Secretariat would be quite lost of sight if it decided 
to settle in the remote spot at the end of the Lake of Geneva. Drummond, as you know, is extremely 
cautious and desirous of avoiding any conflict. He told me recently that he was but awaiting the 
decision of the Assembly to move to Geneva. He has not wished to come before as he did not feel 
assured of the support of the Council and as he is concerned over the financial support which the 
Governments are very slow in lending the Secretariat. As far as I can judge, a vote taken at present 
in the Assembly would strongly favor Geneva and I am therefore not over anxious about the final 
outcome.

It is obvious that the Swiss and the Geneva Governments will do all in their power to facilitate 
the moving of the seat to Geneva. In as much as they were assured, that the coming of the League 
would entail no financial consequences for them and as public opinion in Switzerland has rather 
been brought to believe so in the course of the very heated popular campaign, the authorities are 
obviously anxious to avoid making any positive financial offer unless and until it should become 
clear that it was absolutely necessary in order to attract the seat to Geneva.

Thanking you again very warmly for your letter and hoping to have the great privilege of seeing 
you soon here in Geneva or at any other place that might better suit your convenience, I am, dear 
Colonel House,

Yours very sincerely, 
Wm. R. Rappard.

Secretary General.
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