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| On the ETth Gcto'ber 1&9?. the Departamanb
Paluiquo laderal Bame, raosmd frem the British
'Legatim at Berne, an aide-mmim mrked *Most Confie
dential®, on the subj_po_’o of the question of the Fhine.
lr. I?arlavicini has b_eai_x instructed by his
flovernment to inform HM. Forsign Of'ﬂua that the most
~careful conaidsmtion has been devoted by His Covernment's
',f!?@utieal Department, to the vari_oﬁs peinte therein stated.
He dssires, however, to peint out that there
appear Lo be certain viewa embodied inl the ebove ajde-memoi-
re which his Govemment consider desiruble to specially
raise, in-as-much as the point of view of the Federal
‘{!om;ail does not entirely ccincide with that of H.M.
_ Government . _.
(1) The F-ederail Council axpzéaa their entire accord
with the view of the British Government that Articls 40
gf the Mannheim Convention is still in force.

They daazm however, to especially emphasize
st in their view the provisions of the Manuheim Conven-
tion should equally applyiand be in force as regards the

provisions of Article 358 of the Treaty of Vorsailles,
and that no rumgmhlo ground appeirs, in their view, to
exiat, that any exception should be mude in the case of
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On the 27th Octobar ls.st. the Deparbemanb
Poliuqua l‘odaral Berne, raosivsd from the British
Legaticn at Beme, an aide-umin marked *Most Confie
dential®, on the aubjeot of the quesbicn of the Rhine.

Wr. Pamvic_ini_has been instructed by his
Government to Iinfo__rh HM. Porsign Offioa that the most

~ caraful connidlorltion_ haa been devoted By_ His Govermment‘'s
Moljtioal Department, to the various points therein stated.

Hb desires, however, to point ouﬁ that there
appear %o be certain views embodied inb the sbove aide-memoi-
re whioh his Government consider desirable to specially
raige, in-as-much aﬁ the point of view ¢f the Faderal

‘Couneil does not entirely ccincide with that of H.M.

_. Gotpmﬁent..
(1) The Federal Counoil axproal their entire asoord
with the view of the British Goverrment that Article 40
of the Mannheim Conventicn is still in Porce.

They doaxra however, to eapecially emphasize
thst in their view the provisions of the Mannheim Convene
tion should equally applyiand be in force as regards the
provisions of Article 358 of 'tho .'!‘roaﬁy of Vorsailles,
and that no man‘m'bh ground appears, in their view, to
oxist, that any exception should be maude in the case of
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Artiole 358, which should, with its-obher articles, be
squally governed by Articls 48 of the Mannheim Convention.
{2) . There is no cbjection on the part of Switzerland
to the svbmission for due considsration to the Central
Commiasion on the Rhine, of the projeots for canalisation
which may be indicated 'by France, but they demsire most em-
phatically bo point out that in regard to the guestion of the
possibilitien of Navigabioh on the Rhine, as compared with

~ the capabilitiss in this direction of the cansl, the actual

faotor of comparisen mﬁ in no oase be the condition of
the Fhine as it exists bo-d&y. but the condition ef the
Fhine as it would be on the completion of tha various ncrks
undertaken, and %o be vndertaken, with the objac?. of rende-
ring it fully navigable.

(3) . The Federal Council is happy to share entirely

the gpinion stated by H.B.M's, Government, that the inte-

rests of both Covernments are idenbical in regard to this
question of the Navigation of the Rhine. 'f'ha); must, however,
put forward their considered opimion that such nav igability
can only be fully effected hy utilization of the Fhine
itself as above indicatod.

@) Whatever may be the ultimate issve of ths French

plans for canalisation, Switserland finds itselfl compelled
to insist on the neeosmry works for the xﬁl'mlariaa.ticn of
the Rhine itsell, homg pnt. in hand at the oarli.emt possi-
ble moment. ' -

(5) The Pederal bbﬁnan have m&.‘ due note of the
remarks of the British Lesation in Berhe, regarding the
representation of Switserland on the Central Commisaion for
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the Navigation of the Rhine, and every effort is now being
made by the Swiss Covermment to effeot such participation

at the earlieat possible mement.
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