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the General Secrelary. 15, GROSVENOR ORES.GE"T' SRS Sy R
- LONDORN, S.W.1. Telephone :
Ins veply please quote : Victoria 8780.
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17th February 1921,

Dear lMonsieur Lol
I trust you will forgive me if I venture 0

liscussion which

m

fal)

write to you on the subject of ths
les srisen between Switzerlend and the Council of the
League of Nations. Iy excuse for doing so is the

ocreat interest which I in common with vast masses of

my fellow countrymen, feel in the foriunes of the
-~
League. I am sure that you will not suepect me of

‘eny prejudice or hostility ageinst Switzerland, which
a8 you may know from my past action is very far re-
from my polint of view.

I have read the report of your speech in the

Congeil des Litats, from which I gather that you main-

<

upon Switzerlsnd, under the Covenant, %0 permit the

passage of international troops through her territory
en route to Vilna for the purpose of enabling the pro-

posed plebiscite o be held there nnder satisfactory
. conditions. In this contention I respectfully agree.

It is plain that there is no obligaiion under the

' GCovenant for any member of the League to permit a
vassage of troops, except under article 16, and Swit-

zerland is free from obligation under tha

You next sdmitted that solidarity of action by the
desirable. Here &gain Y .

members of the Leogne Was

indesd it is plain that, unless the

P
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agree Wi you;
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members of
i v the League wowld impossilble. Pinally

ioa by the League wowlad he imposst )

g : bodis
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you informed the Conseil des Mtets thet on the merits
of the case the Consell Federal did not think it desirable
that en international contingent should proceed to Vilna,
and that therefore they refused to allow their pasesage
through Swiss territory. I hope you will not think me
suilty of impertinent interference if I ventnre to say
that this conclusion may cause & grest deal of perplexity
t0 the friends of Switzerland in BEngland, and in garticu-
to the very numerous members of the Lesgue of Hations

Union, of which I am Chairman. And for the following

reasons. The Council of the Lesgue of Netions is un-
doubtedly, under the Covenant, charged with the duty of
tafing executive action on behslf of the Lesgue. It
hes no more important function thenm to try and bring
sbout the settlement of intermationsl disputes. It
seems well within the scope of its activities to facili-
tate the settlement of territorial controversies by &
plebiscite. In switzerland of all countries the use of
the referendum should be welcomed. In this particular
case, the Council sfter very meture and prolonged con=
aideration have arranged for & piebiscite. to be taken,
and as a very obvious and necessary precaution, it
decided that it would be best taken under the supervision
of an international Police Force. It is of course pos~
sible that that decision was wrong, but to the English
friends of the League it will certainly appear strange
thet any member of the League should question that
decigion without very serious grounds. llo Society,
netionsl or intermational can exist unless its members
are prepared to extend confidence &nd support to its
gxecutive authorities. Had it been suggested that the
passage of international troops would inflict danger oI

dissdventage to Switzerlend itself, that matter ought

certainly to have been congidered by the Council, &and
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Switzerland would have been entitled under the Covenant to
become & member of the Council for that purpose. But 1

do not gather that any sueh suggestion was made, and I am
afraid it m2y produce a very unfortunate impression in this
country, if it is thought that the Conseil Federal simply
took upon itself to review and disregard the decision of the
Council of the Lesgue on 2 guestion which was well within
the scope of action of the latter bhody.

I trust that you will not think I have written too
plainly, and T would not have done so except that I know
you are & sincere friend of the League, and would not
willingly do anything to injure its prestige and authority,
and I know that ih that attitude you are supported by the
mejority of your fellow-countrymen. It is therefore as
one friend of the League to another that T venture to write
to you, and if I have in any respect transgressed, I trust
you will accept my apologies for having done s0.

I propose, unless youn see &any objection %o publish

this letter, and any reply you may be good enough to send.
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