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Berne, March ?&. 1945,

¥y dear Mr President,

Your kind letter beoars witness to the esteem and
friendliness which the Orsatest Democrscy of the world feels
towarde Switzerland,

It is with gatisfaction that the Federal Couneil
has taken note of the recognition of our traditional neutre~
1ity end that it hae reslized the coemprehension you show for
our difficulties.

switgerlend never delivered the products of #» ine-
dustries with the intention of bringing a partial aid to one
or the other of the belligerents. However, commercial exchange
corried cut within the limite of internstional law were necessan
to cover vitel neede whose satisfaction is o condition of ouwr
independence. HSesides, preventive measures against unemployment
ave one of the bhest meens of making cur emell nation able to
resist enti-demoeratic influences. This aspect of the question
is 10t negligible. It will have to be taken account of aleo
in the future. ,

The Swise citizen harbours innste feelings of con-
sideration snd sympathy for all those who are figh%ing for
law mnd Fresdom., However, the immutadle policy of neutrality
followed by the Pedersl Council does not allew it to regulate
ite setions sccording to ite feelings.

As long as the other States dc not commit any in-
fringement of the prineciples of international to ite preju-
dice, Switzeriand has the duty to observe a similar line of
conduct towards eachof them. It is only by ite own striot
obseryvance of the rules of international law by homoring

Hie Excellency
Er PFranklin D. Roosevelt,
Pregident of the United States of Aumerica,

Hashington, Podis
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its engagements that Switzserland omn deserve and retein the
general confidence without which it would not b2 able to
eaccomplish its humanitarien mission.

But we ghall never take any share in the proteoting

and keeping of illegally sequired propaerty. Hor shall we
tolerate that eny aotion be preparad or comuitied on our
territory with & view %o redusing freedom to servitude. ¥e
are too much attached to dght and Independence to do other-
wise, :

#e ware glad to lemrn that Switzerland will also
be called upon to collaborate in the building of a new world
organization which will prctect the freedom and ensure the
prosperity of the peoples. I MWieve I am entitled t¢ assume
thet thio colleboration will be expected of ue within the
limite of our seculer neutrality snd with dues respect to
our national independence.

I a» convinced that the Telegation you sent to
Switzerland and ite Head, ¥r lsughlin Currie, whose visit
has hesn & great honour and a2 real pleasure to us, will
earry with them the impressi n that Switzerlaend is defen~
ding with conetancy ite libdverty end neutrality, and I hope
that the reports they will make will convey that impression
to you.

The handingeover of your Insuguration meadsl is a
courtesy which I appreciate very highly end for which I am
particularly grateful to you. This medal will be kept in
the Pedersl archives where any Swise citizen whoe may so
desire will be sble to admire it.

On the reverse of the effigy of the Stateeman in
whox the people of the United Jtates of Horth America have
placed their truet for the watohing over of their destinies
during several terms of office, the medal shows a proud


http://dodis.ch/47991

dodis.ch/47991

-,-

gaileship surrownded by these words of a well-known
Amsriean poet: "Thou Sail on ¢ Ship of Stavte Sail on
C Union strong and great”.

The United States of America, from which we have
borrowed suv many idess and conceptions for our demccoratic
institutionas and for cur own constitution, underatande that
the route of & small Stete’s Zhip must not be wncertain,
Your letter bears witness thereto.

¥ay I also, through the intermediary of Mr laughlin
Currie, offer you a medul as o modest token of my high esteem ?
It e my own copy of the coin which was stamped for the Uwiss
people a few months age in commemorution of the battle of
Saint-lacques-gur~-la-Birse which was fought in the year 1444,

For every Swise citizen this date means that the
honour freedom and independence of his country are more ime-
portant then life itself.

Pelieve me, my desr Wr President, with the assurane
ces of my higheet consideration,

Very sinecerely yours,

(’1&:.) Ed, v. Stt.‘tg.!‘
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