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Telegramm des Generalsekretirs des Politischen Departements, A. Weitnauer,
an das Politische Departement

KSZE
Belgrad, 6. Oktober 1977

Nachfolgend erhalten Sie den Text des Hauptteils meiner gestrigen Tisch-
rede? am Abendessen bei Botschafter Hess (fiir etwa 20 der hier vertretenen
wichtigsten Lander?).

1. Telegramm Nr. 228 (Empfangskopie): CH-BAR#E2001E-01#1988/16#904* (B.72.09.15.1).
Versandt durch die schweizerische Botschaft in Belgrad. Erhalten: 6. Oktober 1977, 17:10. Kopie
an die schweizerischen Botschaften in Washington und Moskau, die Handelsabteilung des Volks-
wirtschaftsdepartements, C. Sommaruga, W. Mark sowie an die Operationssektion der Gruppe fiir
Generalstabsdienste des Militirdepartements.

2. Ansprache gehalten von Botschafter Dr. A. Weitnauer am Abendessen auf der Schweizeri-
schen Botschaft in Belgrad am 5. Oktober 1977, dodis.ch/49380. A. Weitnauer wurde als General-
sekretdr des Politischen Departements von P. Graber dazu bestimmt, an der KSZE-Folgekonferenz
von Belgrad im Namen der Schweiz die Eroffnungs- und Schlussdeklarationen zur Kenntnis zu
bringen. Vgl. das BR-Prot. Nr. 1606 vom 29. September 1977, CH-BAR#E1004.1#1000/9#848*.
Zur Eroffnungsansprache vgl. die Rede von A. Weitnauer vom 4. Oktober 1977, dodis.ch/49222
und die Fotografie vom 4. Oktober 1977, dodis.ch/49382.

3. Eingeladen waren die Delegationschefs der USA, Grossbritanniens, der BRD, Belgiens, Frank-
reichs, Italiens, der Niederlande, Griechenlands, der Tiirkei, der UdSSR, Rumdniens, Jugoslawi-
ens, Schwedens, Finnlands, Osterreichs, Liechtensteins, Maltas, Spaniens, der DDR, Polens sowie
M. BoZinovi¢. Ebenfalls anwesend waren H. Hess und E. Brunner.
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«... I'shall try to express a very few ideas your presence in this hospitable
house makes me feel rather strongly about. The first has to do with the role
of my own country. Switzerland has reached an important stage in the history
of its foreign policy. A permanently neutral country we are and firmly intend
to remain. But neutrality is for us not only a source of strength, but is increas-
ingly becoming a means of action. As everybody knows, Switzerland is an eco-
nomic and financial power of some size and has been acting accordingly for
quite some time. But it came as a surprise to many, including ourselves, that
we can play, in the political field also, a meaningful, active and sometimes suc-
cessful part — as at the Helsinki, Geneva and Belgrade meetings* —, not in spite
of our neutrality, but because of it. I think this is owing to the fact that our
firm resolve to further peace and understanding between the nations of this
world cannot be questioned. Our neutral partners in Europe’ — who saw the
light long before us — are there to confirm the truth of what I just said: a neu-
tral country cannot possibly have another policy. My second point concerns
all of you, all the countries of Europe, the United States and Canada. It took
a genius to foresee, more than a century ago — it is Alexis de Tocqueville I am
referring to — that a very special responsibility would accrue to the two giants
represented among us, the United States and the Soviet Union (or Russia, for
that matter, as Tocqueville was used to say). You must have felt - Ambassador
Goldberg, Ambassador Vorontsov — during these very first days of the meet-
ing® the deep anxiety that pervades humanity, a feeling of real concern caused
by the enormous accumulation of horrifying weapons on our continent and
elsewhere’. You — and you alone — can do something drastic (and something
of this kind is indeed required) to do away with this intrinsic threat, and do it
rather quickly. We know and highly appreciate your sense of responsibility for
the whole of mankind: so we remain hopeful.

My last point has to do with European unity. A very strong feeling of be-
longing together, of being members of the same family, was very much present
to my mind during these days. Viewed in this context, America — and Canada
— are offshoots of Europe who have very visibly outgrown their size, but in
outlook and mentality are sometimes more European than we are ourselves.
The family spirit which I alluded to, makes us realize that, large or small, pow-
erful or humble, we have all a right to exist according to our own way of
life, to be recognized and treated as sovereign members of the <European
Concert, as it was called in the past. If there is one thing Europe has always
withstood — almost instinctively — it is the hegemony of just one nation over
all others. In the case of Europe variety equals strength, and it is its diversity

4. Zu den KSZE-Verhandlungen in Helsinki und Genf vgl. DDS, Bd. 26, Dok. 158,
dodis.ch/38867. Zu den Vorbereitungen fiir das Begrader Treffen der KSZE vgl. DDS, Bd.27, Dok. 79,
dodis.ch/49213.

S. Zur Zusammenarbeit der Neutralen sowie der N + N vgl. DDS, Bd. 27, Dok. 79, dodis.ch/49213,
Anm. 15 sowie DDS, Bd. 27, Dok. 173, dodis.ch/49326.

6. Zu den ersten beiden Konferenztagen in Belgrad vgl. die Fotografie vom 4. Oktober 1977,
dodis.ch/49383 sowie das Telegramm Nr. 231 von A. Weitnauer an den Dienst Information und
Presse des Politischen Departements vom 6. Oktober 1977, dodis.ch/49381.

7. Zur Abriistungsfrage vgl. DDS, Bd. 27, Dok. 166, dodis.ch/48273.
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which makes the European world so very beautiful, so immensely worthwhile
preserving and developing further. Ever increasing cooperation, which — in
the best Helsinki spirit — can only be based on ever increasing mutual trust is
the indispensable means to these noble ends.»

Meine Ausfiihrungen wurden gut aufgenommen, dies vor allem auch, und
mit Betonung, von den Botschaftern Goldberg und Vorontsov. Ich hatte in
meiner Rede versucht, eine Art Querschnitt der Debatte der ersten Tage zu
geben und zugleich einen schweizerischen Standpunkt zu vertreten®.

8. Zum Verlauf der Verhandlungen in Belgrad vgl. DDS, Bd. 27, Dok. 121, dodis.ch/49324.
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