dodis.ch/52922

UNCLASSIFIED

166547

MDHIAN 3945

0 ] / -
' ( (& |

}

‘VCLASSIFIED Q?‘O‘F II\_____
FM BMG BERLIN iji‘kl““' :
A E;}‘ j)'

TO FLASH FCO
TELNO 77 ot
OF 100915Z NOVEMBER 89

AND TO FLASH BONN rj«;
INFO IMMEDIATE EAST BERLIN, WASHINGTON, CICC(G), PARIS
INFO PRIORITY UKDEL NATO, WARSAW, PRAGUE, UKREP BRUSSELS

EAST BERLIN TELNO 369
GDR : TRAVEL TO FRG AND WEST BERLIN
SUMMARY

1. WEST BERLINERS INITIALLY INCREDULOUS. EMOTIONAL SCENES AT THE
WALL. CONSTANT FLOW OF EAST BERLINERS THROUGH THE NIGHT. MOST WERE
TESTING THE SYSTEM AND HAVE RETURNED HOME. NEXT FOUR DAYS COULD BE
TESTING.

DETAIL

2. AT A RECEPTION AT THE ASPEN INSTITUTE AT 5.30PM LOCAL YESTERDAY, A
YOUNG COLLEAGUE OF THE GOVERNING MAYOR CONFIDED IN HEAD OF CHANCERY
THAT A YEAR AGO, HE TOOK THE VIEW THAT THE WALL WOULD REMAIN BEYOND
THE YEAR 2000. NOW IT COULD BE DOWN IN AS LITTLE AS FIVE YEARS, HE
THOUGHT. A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE FORMER GOVERNING MAYOR, DIEPGEN,
COMMENTED IN A SPEECH THAT WHAT HAD BEEN INCONCEIVABLE A FEW WEEKS
AGO, MIGHT WELL BE CONCEIVABLE TOMORROW.

3. NEITHER HAD ANY INKLING THAT AS LITTLE AS TWO HOURS LATER, THE
CITY WOULD BEGIN TO BUZZ WITH RUMOURS THAT TRAVEL FROM EAST TO WEST
WAS NOW UNRESTRICTED.

4. WITHIN HOURS OF SCHABOWSKI'S COMMENTS, BROADCAST ON TELEVISION,
HUNDREDS OF EAST BERLINERS WERE QUEUING AT THE SECTOR CROSSING
POINTS. AFTER SOME INITIAL UNCERTAINITY, THE GDR BORDER GUARDS BEGAN
TO LET THEM THROUGH. NO SPECIAL DOCUMENTATION WAS BEING REQUIRED. THE
GUARDS SEEMED CONTENT TO PUT A STAMP IN AN ORDINARY IDENTITY CARD.

5. LATER, CROWDS BEGAN TO GATHER ON THE WESTERN SIDE. THERE SEEMED A
POSSIBILITY OF TROUBLE BREAKING OUT. AND THE GOVERNING MAYOR WHO WAS
AT A CROSSING POINT IN THE BRITISH SECTOR TELEPHONED THE MINISTER IN
SOME CONCERN. HEAD OF CHANCERY, WITH MY CHIEF OF STAFF AND TWO
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MEMBERS OF BMG PUBLIC SAFETY BRANCH THEREFORE MADE A TOUR OF SOMM
THE KEY POINTS IN THE EARLY MORNING.

6. AT 2 AM THEY FOUND THE GOVERNING MAYOR MINGLING WITH THE CROWDS AT
THE INVALIDENSTRASSE CROSSING POINT. THE HEAD OF THE SENAT
CHANCELLERY WAS EUPHORIC AND INCREDULOUS. ''A WONDERFUL MORNING'' HE
PROCLAIMED. AND HE SPOKE EMOTIONALLY OF SEEING TWO GDR GUARDS, TWO
WEST BERLIN POLICE AND TWO MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL MILITARY POLICE
TALKING TOGETHER AND COOPERATING IN CONTROLLING THE LARGE CROWDS. A
CONSTANT FLOW OF EAST GERMAN TRABANT CARS WAS PASSING INTO THE WEST
OF THE CITY. THEY WERE WARMLY GREETED BY WEST BERLIN SPECTATORS,
MANY OF WHOM SPILLED EASTWARDS ACROSS THE SECTOR BOUNDARY WITHOUT ANY
REACTION FROM THE GDR BORDERS GUARDS. INDEED THE GUARDS HERE WERE
BEAMING, VISIBLY ENJOYING THEIR NEW ROLE OF SHEPHERDING HAPPY EAST
BERL:INERS IN BOTH DIRECTIONS ACROSS THE CROSSING POINT. SEVERAL OF
THE EAST BERLINERS WAVED PALM LEAVES FROM THE WINDOWS OF THE CARS.

7. A LITTLE DISTANCE AWAY, GROUPS OF TWO OF THREE GDR SOLDIERS COULD
BE SEEN BY THE WIRE. THEY WERE NO DOUBT WONDERING WHAT FUNCTION THEY
WERE NOW EXPECTED TO PERFORM.

8. I SPOKE TO THE GOVERNING MAYOR AT THIS POINT AND FOUND HIM MUCH
MORE RELAXED AND CONFIDENT THAT MATTERS WERE UNDER CONTROL. HE WAS IN
JUBILANT MODD.

9. THE BRANDENBURG GATE AT 3AM PRESENTED AN AMAZING SCENE. SOME HOURS
BEFORE, SOME YOUNG WEST BERLINERS HAD CLIMBED ON TO THE WALL., WHICH
IS BROAD AND FLAT-TOPPED AT THIS POINT. THE GDR GUARDS HAD TURNED A
WATER JET ON THEM. BUT THE INTERVENTION OF SOME PEOPLE IN CIVILIAN
DRESS ON THE EASTERN SIDE PUT A STOP TO THIS. AND EVENTUALLY AS MAY
AS 600 YOUNG PEOPLE WERE ON TOP OF THE WALL, BATHED IN TELEVISION
LIGHTS, MOSTLY QUIETLY ENJOYING THE UNIQUE OCCASION, AND OCCASIONALLY
SHOUTING ''THE WALL MUST GO''. SOME WERE CHIPPING AT THE WALL WITH
HAMMER AND CHISEL AND DISTRIBUTING PIECES TO THE CROWD.

10. AT CHECKPOINT CHARLIE AT 4 AM, SEVERAL BARE-HEADED GDR GUARDS
FACED A FRIENDLY, JOSTLING CROWD. THE GROUND WAS LITTERED WITH THE
GLASS FROM BROKEN BOTTLES, AND THE GUARDS SENSIBLY CLOSED THE GATES
UNTIL THE AREA COULD BE CLEARED. THEY MOVED THE CROWD OF WEST
BERLINERS BACK TO THE SECTOR BOUNDARY IN A CALM, GENTLE AND SKILFUL
WAY.

11. TELEVISION INTERVIEWS WITH EAST BERLINERS TESTIFIED TO THE FACT
THAT MOST WERE SPONTANEOUSLY TESTING WHETHER THE RESTRICTIONS HAD
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|1NDEED BEEN LIFTED. A COMMON GOAL WAS THE QUOTE KU'DAMM UNQUOTE, WEST
BERLIN'S MAIN SHOPPING AVENUE. AT 4.30 AM, IT WAS LINED WITH EAST

GERMAN REGISTERED TRABANTS. AND ON THE PAVEMENTS, THRONGS OF EAST AND
WEST BERLINERS MIXED AND GREETED EACHOTHER WITH OBVIOUS EMOTION.

12. THOUGH SOME OF LAST NIGHTS VISITORS HAD PROCEEDED TO MARIENFELDE
REFUGEE CAMP, MOST SEEM TO HAVE GONE BACK. THE SENAT MET IN AN
EMERGENCY SESSION LAST NIGHT AND THE GOVERNING MAYOR APPEARED ON
TELEVISION TO URGE EAST BERLINERS NOT (NOT) TO VISIT WEST BERLIN
IMMEDIATELY, BUT TO SPREAD THEIR VISITS OVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS.
ALLIED MINISTERS WILL MEET WITH THE HEAD OF THE SEANT CHANCELEERY AT
11.30 AM (LOCAL) AND WILL HAVE TO CONSIDER REQUESTS FOR HELP. THE
ALLIED KOMMANDATURA WILL CONVENE THIS AFTERNOON.

13 .WE STIMULATED THE AMERICANS (WHO ARE IN THE CHAIR) INTO PRODUCING
AN ALLIED STATEMENT WELCOMING THIS HISTORICAL STEP. TEXT WILL FOLLOW.

14. THIS MORNING AT 8.30 LOCAL AN ESTIMATED 3000 EAST BERLINERS WERE
WAITING AT THE INVALIDENSTRASSE CROSSING POINT. THE GDR AUTHORITIES
HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT PROPER DOCUMENTATION WILL BE REQUIRED. WE HAVE
SEEN NO SIGN OF AN DIFFICULTIES AT THE CROSSING POINTS S0 FAR. THE
ATMOSPHERE ON BOTH SIDES REMAIN FRIENDLY AND COOPERATIVE.
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