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MY TELNO 377 : FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN THE GDR

SUMMARY
1. A NEW CHAPTER IN GERMANY'S POST WAR HISTORY.

DETAIL

2. IT IS NOT FOR ME TO COMMENT ON THE EFFECT ON WEST BERLIN AND
THE FRG OF THE INFLUX OF SOME THREE MILLION EAST GERMANS OVER
THE PAST FOUR DAYS. BUT VIEWED FROM EAST BERLIN THE LAST FOUR
DAYS MARK A DECISIVE CHANGE IN THE POLITICAL LIFE OF THE GDR.

5. EVEN THOUGH 4.2 MILLION VISAS WERE ISSUED SINCE 9 NOVEMBER,
ONLY 10,144 WERE FOR EMIGRATION ACCORDING TO GDR FIGURES. THIS

IS AN ENCOURAGING RATIO FOR THE LEADERSHIP, AND INDEED THERE ARE
REPORTS OF PEOPLE RETURING. BUT THE SITUATION REMAINS FLUID, THE
EXODUS COULD BEGIN AGAIN AT ANY TIME IF THE LEADERSHIP STARTED TO
RESILE ON THE NUMEROUS PROMISES THEY HAVE GIVEN IN THE LAST FEW
DAYS ABOUT NEW POLICIES. THE POLITBURO WILL HAVE TO LEARN TO LIVE
UNDER THIS SWORD OF DAMOCLES.

4. THE BREACHING OF THE BERLIN WALL, THE OPENING OF A NEW CROSSING
AT POTSDAMER PLATZ, THE SCENE OF THE 1953 UPRISING AND THE HEART

OF OLD BERLIN, BY THE MAYORS OF EAST AND WEST BERLIN, ARE DEEPLY
SYMBOLIC ACTS. THE MILLIONS WHO CROSSED INTO WEST BERLIN AND THE FRG
SINCE 9 NOVEMBER ARE FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL FACTS FO R THE FUTURE

OF THIS COUTNRY.

5. THE TEARS AND EUPHORIA WILL DIE DOWN AND NO DOUBT AGGRAVATIONS
AND RESENTMENTS WILL SURFACE IN SOME AREASM BUT FIRST HAND
KNOWLEDGE OF THE OTHER GERMAN STATE AND OF THEIR FRIENDLY RECEPTION
THERE OVER THIS WEEKEND HAS SPREAD VERY WIDELY AMONG THE POPULATION
HERE AND NOT JUST AS BEFORE, AMONG THE PRIVILEDGED FEW WITH
RELATIVES IN THE WEST. THIS CANNOT BE TAKEN AWAY AGAIN WITHOUT
RISKING AN OVERWHELMING POLITICAL REACTION.
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6. KRENZ MAY CLAIM AS HE DID ON GDR TELEVISION ON 11 NOVEMBER
AFTER TALKING TO KOHL AND AGREEING TO MEET ''SOON'', THAT WHAT HAD
HAPPENED WERE SOVEREIGN DECISIONS BY THE GDR AND THAT FOR HIM
REUNIFICATION WAS NOT ON THE AGENDA. BUT POWER HAS PASSED 1IN
SUBSTANTIAL MEASURE TO THE PEOPLE AND IT IS THEY WHO FROM NOW

CN WILL INCREASINGLY DECIDE THE FUTURE OF THIS COUNTRY. HOW THEY
WILL DECIDE. IS NOT YET CLEARS:
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7. UNLESS A CATACLYSM OCCURS IN THE SOVIET UNION AND SETS BACK
WITH IT THE REFORMS IN POLAND AND HUNGARY I CAN NOT SEE HOW

A RAPID PROCESS OF GROWING TOGETHER OF THE TWO GERMAN STATES CAN
BE AVOIDED. KRENZ MAY BE REPLACED BY MODROW, WHO MAY SUCCEED FOR A
TIME IN MAKING THE PARTY POPULAR AGAIN. THERE IS WIDE SUPPORT
AMONG THE BLOC PARTIES AS WELL AS THE PROTEST GROUPS FOR THE
PRINCIPLES OF SOCIALSIM VARIOUSLY DEFINED. BUT THE PRESENT SYSTEM
OF PLANNING THE ECONOMY BASED ON WIDESPREAD PUBLIC OWNERSHIP

CAN NOT SATISFY THE PEOPLE'S, DEMANDS SHARPENED AS THEY WILL BE BY
INCREASING FAMILIARITY WITH WEST BERLIN AND THE FRG.

8. WHETHER IN A DRAMATIC MOVE TO STAVE OFF ECONOMIC COLLAPSE

IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS OR IN A MORE GRADUAL PROCESS, THE STRENGTH
OF THE FRG ECONOMY ACTING ON THE STRUCTURAL AND SYSTEMIC WEAKNESSES
OF THE GDR IS BOUND TO HAVE A PROFOUND EFFECT. (I THINK IT
IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS TO THE GDR'S ECONOMY
CAN TAKE PLACE BY THE TIME KOHL AND KRENZ HAVE THEIR FIRST MEETING
IN NOVEMBER/DECEMBER. AND WITHOUT THESE ALTERATIONS KOHL HAS

SAID, QUITE SENSIBLY IN MY VIEW, INVESTMENT FROM THE FRG WILL NOT
BE ATTRACTED TO THE GDR. THE THREAT OF IMMINENT ECONOMIC

COLLAPSE LOOKS TO BE A MORE LIKELY TRIGGER FOR WEST GERMAN
ASSISTANCE THAN SLOW STRUCTURAL CHANGE.)

9. I DO NOT THINK IT FANCIFUL TO SEE SOMETHING OF THE SAME PROCESS
HAPPENING ON THE POLITICAL FRONT WITH EXISTING LINKS BETWEEN
PARTIES IN EAST AND WEST GERMANY. THE CDU (WEST) HAS JUST BEGUN

TO HAVE CONTACT WITH THE CDU ( EAST) . THE SAME IS TRUE FOR THE
SPD (WEST) AND THE SDPCEAST, STILL UNOFFICIAL) WHOSE MEMBERSHIP

OF THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL THE FORMER WILL SUPPORT. THE FDP
(WEST) HAS LONG HAD LINKS WITH THE LDPD (EAST, ''LIBERAL''").

THE SED WILL DERIVE LITTLE BENEFIT FROM ITS CLOSE CONTACTS WITH
DKP (WEST) AND THE SEW ( WEST BERLIN).

10. THERE WILL NO DOUBT BE MANY TWISTS AND SURPRISES IN THE WAY
EVENTS ACTUALLY WORK OUT BETWEEN THE TWO GERMAN STATES. BUT FROM
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THE"POINT OF VIEW OF OUR POLICY TOWARDS THE GDR WE SHOULD
TAKE NOTE OF UNDERLYING REALITIES WHICH THE EVENTS OF THE LAST FEW
DAYS AND WEEKS HAVE EXPOSED SO CLEARLY.)
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