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--=-THE BERLIN GAME:THE MORNING AFTER...

ON 14NOV,AMB AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNSELLOR VISITED BRERLIN TO FORM
FIRST HAND IMPRESSIONS OF IMPACT OF THE EXTENDED WEEKENDS POLITICALLY
INTOXICATING JAMBOREE.CALLS INCLUDED GOVERNING MAYOR OF BERLIN(SEE
SEPARATE REPORT),THE UK,USA AND FRENCH GENERALS EEADING MILITARY
GOVT,AND EDITOR-~IN-CHIEF OF ONE OF BERLINS TWO MAJOR NEWSPAPERS ,DER
TAGESSPIEGEL.WE WILL REPORT MORE DETAILED COMMENTS IN SFRIES OF TELS.
IN THE MEANTIME,A FEW IMPRESSIONS.

2.FOGGED IN,WITE ONLY INTERMITTANT MISTY SUN AND CHILL WIND BLOWING,
BERLIN HAD A DISTINCT HANGOVER LOOK,THE CROWDS AND MASSES OF CARS OF
THE WEEKEND WERE GONE.SO WAS THE JOYOUS ATMOSPHERE.TRAFFIC WAS
ALMOST NORMAL.THERE WERE ONLY A FEW GDR CARS AND KUDAMM CROWDS WERE
ONLY SLIGHTLY HEAVIER THAN USUAL.BUT BERLIN AUTHORITIES WERE
ANTICIPATING THAT LAST WEEKEND WILL USHER IN FURTEER ROUNDS OF THE
cee?
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BERLIN CARNIVAL,EVEN IF PERHAPS NOT AS BOISTEROUS AND EMOTIONAL IN
FUOTURE,AND WITH SMALLER CROWDS-NOW THAT EVERYONE IN EAST BERLIN

IS USED TO THE IDEA THAT THEY CAN QUOTE GET OUT UNQUOTE.REALITY OF
LIMITED EOUSING,PROBLEM OF GETTING A NEW JOB,LACK OF MONEY,PROSPECT
OF MOVING AWAY FROM FRIENDS AND FAMILY,AS WELL AS A KIND OF PERSONAL
AS OPPOSED TO POLITICAL PRIDE,APPEARED TO BE IMPOSING SOBER SECOND
TEOUGETS ON MANY EAST GERMANS,EVEN IF TEE ATTRACTIONS OF WEST

BERLIN WERE STILL A BIT DAZZLING.

S.REALITY WAS ALSO IMPOSING ITS DISCIPLINE ON CEAOTIC IMAGES OF
WEEXEND.ALTEQOUGE THERE ARE MORE AND MORE HOLES IN IT,AND ALTEOUGH

IT HAS THUS LOST MUCE OF ITS MALEVOLENT PSYCEOLIGIAL POWER,THE

WALL REMAINS .NEITHER GERMANY NOR BERLIN EAVE BEEN RE-UNITED.CONTRARY
TO THE POPULAR PRESS HEADLINES OF THE WEEKEND :QUOTE BERLIN IS AT
LAST A SINGLE CITY ONCE MORE UNQUOTE.AFTER THE LAISSEZ-FAIRE CHAOS
OF WEEKEND,WHICH ACTED AS A WELCOME STABILIZING SAFETY VALVE,GDR
AUTHORITIES WERE SLOWLY RE-EXERTING CONTROL AT THE CHECKPOINTS,
INSISTING ON VISAS WHICH,HOWEVER,WERE BEING ISSUED ROUTINELY WITE A
MINIMUM OF DELAY.AT POTSDAMER PLATZ CHECKPOINT ,SUBDUED AND BUSINESS-
LIKE EAST GERMANS COULD BE SEEN PATIENTLY WAITING IN RELATIVELY
SHORT LINES FOR DOCUMENTATION,AND THEN TRICKLYING ACROSS THE NO-MANS=-
LAND INTO WEST BERLIN,ALMOST AS IF IT WERE NORMAL PRACTICE.WHILE
MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE EAST AND WEST HAS BEEN LIBERALIZED NOTHING HAS
CEANGED FOR TRAVELLERS WEST TO EAST AND,ABOVE ALL,THE FRONTIERS
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REMAIN.INDEED,SOVIET SPOKESMEN HAVE MADE RESPECT FOR THE EXISTING
FRONTIER A SINE QUA NON FOR SOVIET ACQUIESCENCE IN DEVELOPMENTS.
FRENCE INTERLOCUTOR HAILED VICTORY OF WEST IN COLD WAR,NOT LEAST DUE
TO WESTERN SOLIDARITY,BUT USA GENERAL CAUTIONED THAT FROM PERSPECTIVE
OF PROTECTING POWERS,WE WERE ONLY AT MID-POINT OF A MARATHON ,NOT END
OF THE RACE,AND THE NEED FOR PATIENCE,COORDINATION AND FIRMVESS
REMAINED AS GREAT AS EVER.

4.5IGNIFICANTLY,TEE MOST POWERFUL EMOTIONAL SYMBOL OF DIVISION OF
GERMANY,THE WALL AT TEF BRANDENBURG GATE,REMAINS AND ATTRACTS THE
FASCINATED INTEREST OF CROWDS AND MEDIA CREWS.KRENZ HAS BEEN MAKING
NOISES ABOUT OPENING TEIS ENTRY T0O,SINCE HE KNOWS ITS VALUE OF A
SYMBOLIC GESTURE AND WE EXPECT THAT IT TOO WILL BECOME A NEW
CROSSING POINT IN NEAR FUTURE.

S.PEREAPS MOST SURPRISING ASPECT OF WHAT SOME PERCEIVE AS THE
PRIMITIVE BEGINNINGS OF GERMAN REUNIFICATION WAS THE LACK OF
VIOLENCE AND QUINTESSENTIAL GERMAN ORDERLINESS OF CROWDS.DESPITE AN
INFLUX OF 2.4 MILLION VISITORS,ORDER WAS MAINTAINED,WITH LITTLE
VANDALISM OR CRIME AND FEW DISTURBANCES OR INJURIES.CARS FILED INTO
CITY IN ORDERLY LINES AND PARKED IN AS ORDERLY A FASHION AS POSSIBLE.
THE CROWDS,LIKE REVELLERS WHO CAN SCARCELY BELIEVE THEIR GOOD
FORTUNE,REMAIN GOOD-NATURED,IF BOISTEROUS.THE ONLY POSSIBLE DANGER
POINTS EMERGED AT POTSDAMER PLATZ WHERE CROWD HAD REACHED CRITICAL
MASS AND MIGHT HAVE EXPLODED HAD NOT EAST GERMAN BORDER GUARDS
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GIVEN UP ANY PRETENSE OF CONTROL,AND AT THE BRANDENBURG GATE WHERE
CROWDS CLIMBING WALL WERE REMOVED BY WEST BERMAN POLICE WITH THE
AGREEMENT OF UK AUTHORITIES FOR FEAR THAT ONE FALSE STEP OR AN
ACCIDENTAL SLIP MIGHT SET OFF A RIOT.

6.FROM OUR DISCUSSIONS,SOME CONSENSUS APPEARED TO BE EMERGING THAT
TRIGGER FROM HISTORIC @9NOV EVENT WAS ANNOUNCEMENT BY 3DR GOVT
SPOKESMAN SCHABOWSKI FOLLOWING POLITBURO MTG ON QSNOV TEHAT FRONTIER
WAS NOW OPEN.MESSAGE WAS PICKED UP FIRST IN WEST BERLIN AND WAS THEN
RELAYED BACK TO GDR BY WESTERN MEDIA.INCREDULOUS CROWDS BEGAN TO
GATHER AT WALL AND CHECKPOINTS,QUICKLY REACHING CRITICAL MASS.GIVEN
A SERIOUS BREAKDOWN OF LINES OF AUTHORITY WITHIN 3DR GOVT,WHICE
EXTENDED TO FRONTIER GUARDS AS WELL,LATTER WERE NOT WILLING TO
OPPOSE MASSES WITHOUT ORDERS AND SIMPLY GAYE UP.ONCE THE FIRST
CROWDS SURGED WESTWARD,GDR AUTHORITIES REALIZED THAT TO TRY TO STEM
TIDE WOULD BE SUICIDAL AND VERY WISELY LET THE SITUATION GO IN ORDER
TO BLOW OFF ALMOST A HALF CENTURYS PENT-UP STEAM.

7.0N THE MORNING AFTER,SO TO SPEAK,BERLIN WAS BEGINNING TO FACE UP
TO IMPLICATIONS OF A MORE OPEN FRONTIER.INVASION OF BADLY ENGINEERED
EAST GERMAN CARS HAD CREATED MASSIVE POLLUTION AND TRAFFIC PROBLEMS-
ALL OF WHICHE IS ANATEEMA TO THE GREENS AT THE BEST OF TIMES,AND THEY
ARF NOW AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN THE CITY GOVERNING COALITION WITH
TEE SPD.THE CITY COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE ITS GENEROUS
ATTITUDE TO HORDES OF EAST GERMANS LACKING HARD CURRENCY.FEARS AND
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OPPOSITION TO NEW ARRIVALS OVER HOUSING,JOBS AND SOCIAL SERVICES ARE
GROWING ,NOT LEAST SINCE LATEST REFUGEES,IN CONTRAST TO YOUNG,
WELL-TRAINED PROFESSIONALS WHO BEAD FLED WEST VIA CSSR AND EUNGARY,
INCLUDED EEAVY ADMIXTURE OF THE DREGS OF EAST GERMAN SOCIETY.
NOTWITHSTANDING NATURAL OPTIMISM AND RESILIENCE OF BERLINERS ,THE
THOUGHT OF WHO WOULD PAY FOR LAST WEEKS PARTY(AND HOW)WAS

BEGINNING TO TROUBLE MANY.AS AN EXAMPLE,BERLIN BANKS WHICH HAD
FINANCED THE ENORMOUS DEMANDS FOR THE 10¢ DM WELCOMING PAYMENT MADE
TO ALL EAST GERMAN NEWCOMERS ON FIRST ARRIVAL WERE ALREADY DEMANDING
THAT BONN NOT ONLY REPLACE FUNDS IMMEDIATELY BUT PAY INTEREST AND
EXTRA COSTS OF PROCESSING.THE PARTY,INDEED,WAS OVER.BUT NOTEING ON
THE OTHER HAND WOULD EVER BE THE SAME AGAIN IN BERLIN AND IN THE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC AS WELL OF COURSE AS IN THE EAST.
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