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Twenty-first sSession of the Council.

11th liseting (Public)
Hsld on Tpeeday, septembesr 19th, 192, at 4,80 D.O.

PRESENT: All the Lepresentotives of the liembers of the

Council and li. Attolico (Uadsr .ecretir; }pnsral).

776. QUE sTION OF THE EIGHT STATER.: CF CHIEF IﬂDUdTﬁI&E IMPO:LTANCE.

M. MCTTA (Representative of the =zwiss Gpvernment)
was invited to come to the Council table.

M. MOTTA stated that the interesst which the Federal
Government tool in this question arose from the fact that
1t was greatly attachcd 1O all the institutions of the
Teazue of rgtions and, therefors, to the International
Tabour Orzanisation. fnoe it o8 not & matter of

indifference to it that quitzsrlanﬁ should ©ccupy

s position in the or ganisation concerned with the protection
of labour. The Lepresentatire of ggitzerlAnd reminded the

’

gduncil of the circumstanccs in which his country was

]

desiznated

o

5 onc of the eight states of chief industrial
impor tance and, #nhersfore, rcepresented on the Zeverning
Body of the International prour Offics, and how as thc result

of protests mads by ccrtain states the mogter had been referred
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to the Council by virtue of .Lrticle 393 of the Treaty of
Frsailles. The Council had charged s Committee of Investi-
gation to advise it, and sSwitzerland had forwarded a memorwndum
on the subject to the wvecretariat.

.ithout tuking a very definite or precise attitude, in
view of the prevailing uncertzinty of the gencral situstion, and
in view of the di:ficultises of the task, the Committes of
Investigation had dscided that it was desirsable, in order %o
decide on the relative industrial import-nce of hjates, to make
use of two sete of criteria, the ons set being absolute and the
other rel.tivs. “hese criteria were the following: the indus-
trial wagze-earning population, the relation between this
populotion and the totul population of the tate, the total
horse-powsr, the horse-powsr per hend of thelpopulution, the
mile..ge of r:ilways, the milsxge of railways per square kilometres,
finally the mercantils marine. Certain absolute criteria were
to be multiplied by two; for example, the industrial population,
the total horse-powsr uznd the msrcantile marins. Cn the other
hand, the milecges of railways remained « simplé criteriocr.
iccording to this system switzerlund would be tr .nsferred %o &
lower catezory and would coms next after India. The Committee of
Investigztion had not, morsover, formulatsd precise conclﬁsions
in 7iew of the uncertuinty of ths statistics and the excessively
troubled character of the economic situation of .tutes, which
made it almost im-ossible to find a sure and scientific me thod
le=dinzy to sutisf:ctory results.

The Eenresentative of o.itzerlund.then put forward certain
considerztions which his “Fvernmsnt desired to brinz befcre the
Cuunecil,

(1) “1ns it desirzble for the Council to base its decision
exclusively on the method proposed b; ths Committee
of Investigntion , sincs thecse eminent men of 2dmitted competence,

themeslves recognised its arbvitrary naturc.
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(2) .. Switzerland vas one of the oldest industrial countriss,
0f a -ell-defined ~nad special tyve in Zurowe, h A it not the richt
to be considered as one of the States of chief industrial
imvortance?

(3) An examination of statistics shoved that Switzerl-nd,
contrary to what —as often believed,was not Spincinelly an
agricultural country: her agricultural no ulation did not
represent more than 27% to 28% of her total wopulation, the remain-
der being engaged in industrisl, commercizsl or cdministrative
occunations.

{4) Swvitzerlané had 2lways been in the advance guard of the
movement for the protection of labonr.

(5) S7itzerland had, it wes true, not found herself able to
ratify certain of ths Conventions recommended by the International
;Labour Gonferance of “Jashinston; but the fact that she had not
taken pert in the war, had caused socitl movements in her cuse to be
less far-renching than elsevherc; she had alrays wished, in social
qﬁestions, to talte a middle counrss; she v2s the very rove.se of a
rbactioaary country ond also the reverse of & revolutionary
éountry. At times it requiroed courage to combrt certain excegsive
tendencies; it was incontestable thet some of the resolutions taken
~t Tashington had been dictated by the »Hressure of recent events.

g itzerlond nad resisted being led away by certain nolitiezl
,fenﬁencies, “nd frem this voint of vies she wonrld constitute a

s particularly useful elsment in thc Governing Body of the Intermational

Labowr Office, witzerlond held to any intsrnational engogements
“hieciha she undertoolk. She —=s =varo thot writien documents sometimes

led to unexpected results and she did not sign & Labour Convention
in order to leave it marely on Hepor.

(6) The Lebour Conforance vhich —as meeting in Octoner would
_&oubtlass concluds the revision o>f Article 393 of tho Treaty of
(Yerwailles. If the ne orocedure proposcd were adopted, the Sovernim
Body oFf the International ILabour OfTics vould be comsosed differently;
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it would comprise sixzteen members nominated by the
Governments, eight by the Workerst Orgenisetions and
eight by the Tmployers' Orgonisations: ..mongst the
GOVQInmentai nOminations, sixz would Dbe reserved for the
Great Fowers, inelu@ing Germany. “he other ten would be
ci:osen freely. s, Glils wi:ole discussion on :states
heving a greater or less industrial -iuportance would
naturally fall to tl e ground. «s the procedure for the
amendment of Article 393 had every »Hrobabvility of success
end that within o short period, wes it advisable for the
Council now to decide this cuestion wiich would cease to
have any i:-portance if the amendment were carried?

Switzerlend would be glad if the Councii would
declare that she wes one of the dStates of chief industrial
importence and if she were meintained in the situétion whieh
she at present ococupied. |

If the Gouncil were of & different oninion, Switzerlani
would bve grateful if the Couneil wbul& defer its decision
until the procedure for the emendment of-.rticle 393 had
been put in motion.

Pinally, 1if the re rem&ihed only one hope for switzerland,
she desired that at the moment at which the free clioice of the
States which were considered of ciiei industrial importance
was exercised, it should be remembered that she was one of the
Stetes which was the most important industriallv zndéd on tiis
growd nut forwerd her candidature, .

The .-epresentetive of Iwitzerland concluded by sayinz that
he haé intentionelly absteined from raising questions of nresti e
and that his country had full ccnfidence in the eguity and in

the scientific impertiality of the Council.
Viscount XISHII (Raaorteur) nHronosel to adjourn the
discussion of this question.

The Council agreed.
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