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b ot 32, QUEEN ANNE STREET,
LEGATION DE SUISSE. LONDON, ‘W, ;

London, Octobaer 256th 1920,

I spent a fow days last week in Switzer-

land and on the occasion of an amaisnce I had with
him, the President of the Confederation, Vonsisur
Motta, asked ma to-speak to you, shoulu an apportiuni-
Lty arise, about Q:-l: quastion of pretocola in connace
tion with the opening of the Assembly of the Lsayus.

As you ars going straight from PFrussels
to Geneva, allow me to writs to you about it.

M. Motta. is a Member of the Swiss Lalegation
to tho Assambly in hie capacity of Chefl du Départaement
Politique, that is Minister for Foraign Affairs, but as
you know, he is at the sams tims Presidaul of the Confe-
deration and, as such, desirous to welcoms Lhe Assambly
on their first meeting on Swiss soil. Now I GLhink it is
gonerally admitted that an allocutlion de bianvenus by
the Head of the State or the Prime Mimistar of the coun-
try in which the Assembly takes place is entirsly in ac-
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cordance with ths international usages followad on
such occasions. The question is at what momant would

M. Motta have to'daliver his lpouh Fe is himself of
opinion that his address should be the very first act

‘of the Asserbly and he should thersfore rise to lpe)@é

as soon as the Representatives of the various States
‘have taken their seats in the Salls ds la Réformation.
After having dsliversd his speach he would himself take
hig iut in the Assambly and the chair would then be ta-
ksn by ths provisional Presidant who would immediately
procesd with the business of, the day as arranged by the

- Secratary General. The point of view that the Swiss Proa

‘gident's speech should be placed at the head of the
Ordre du jour of ths first sitting is generally sharad
a%t the Palais F4déral in Perns and in our @nvorut.ion,
M. Mo‘ta sxpressad the hop2 that watters eould be arran-
ged accordingly without inconvenienca to the prepurations
alraady maies or to bs made for the opening coremony. The
raason why hes dirsctad me to epeak to you about it is
that ha is anxious to be informed in due time bafore the
mesting that arrangements in the senss of his wishes ‘;{\
could be agraed upon; this in ordar to avoid any pb";si—
ble discuesion of formalities at tha last hour. 'oui&\
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you bo 80 kind as to write or to spsak to M.

., Dinichart in this matter on your arrival in Switzor-

land and settls it with him.
e ‘ K. Motta in the courss of the con-

vorsation also alludad to thd.oloction of tha Ppe-

 sidant of the Assembly. He sesmsd to be somewhat wor-

PEod by the idea that cortain currents might origina-
te amongst the Assembly in * favour of ths ons or

tha other delsgats as & oan;iid«to to the Prasidency.
Divergancies of view on th.'l; quaétian at such a mee-
ting seamed to him to i:s not altogather unlikely and
1t may quits be within possibility that certain con-
patitions might lead ‘tl.o an aloo;ﬁi.op contest somewhat
inconsistent with the spirit of tha Loeagus itsalf. k.
Motta po}wnaliy)in the very intersst of this first

: "‘:'-'liiﬂibly)would regret it if in this respoct their first
3 vole would give the hlpronian*o,f somathing like disunio

Hé thinks that such & contest would ba an wnfortunate
Presags in the ayes of publie 6pinidn and that there-
fors ;&M bs no doubt in the general intsrest of
the Leagus if by a previous sntsnte of some sort the
ground could bs prepared for a emooth solution of tha

" presidential elbebion. I asked M. Motts his i i
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cass the Aas:mbly woulu congidar the slection of

bdnlnguu fron ono of tha counwot roprnsmtoﬁ
in t.ha councll for instance our own. He said that the

E, : :mm Prasident mie;ht hu.vaJruaom‘ to racur to such
a aolution. Fut in t.ha.t. case, ;ha !quld certainly
moro | t-ha.n svar duplors it ﬂ' t.ho oloct.ion should be
conph'&a.tad by conpetitiam. It would certainly make
an nn!anurablo fm;rﬁsaxon 1n Sntzarlde should its
‘r‘asidmt be drman into wha,t mi;}lt a.ppssr to b2 a
- : itrig le quite :ppart fron the submmt. rasult. Fo
0 L gag vary smphatic about. u that in any case i.o.
 whathar ha Jmuia ba olactod oz."'tnot his parson should
rot ba drawn in’oo a disculsion likely to be unpleasant
by the very Tact thaﬁ it Minanm Maiotta's utte-
" raness in this rnpsot wbummranna; ui confidsntial
"I have obtainad purniumn to mmtzpn tham privately

8danud to ybu for your ‘ mfoma.t.ion. e
| .-.:m&%

e e R g o

3 ( wiag) 64 fararrivin,


http://dodis.ch/54012

