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32, QUEEN ANNE STREET,
«ON DE SUISSE. e .

The Leaguc of Red Cross Societiesn
g, Nour de Saint-Pierrs.
Gensva,Switzerland.

Colonel Edward 1, House,
Care of the American Embassy, Jure 24th 1920,
4 Crosvenor Gardens

’.
London, S.W.l.

Dear Colenel House,

Your letter of June 20th'writlfen on board the Lapland,K has
just reached me and I hasten to reply, As you do not mention any
addresses, It ake it for granted that I may get in touch with you,
thanls to0 the kindness of the American Embassy,

I am deeply grateful to you for the contimnued interest veu
= cood enough 0 Show i e st i f the seat of the Leamue
ars_good enough to show in the Question of the seat of the Leagie
of Nations, We have nafurally ald -shared your concern about the
movenent for substituling Brussels or some other place for Geneva,
tut I have the impression that the most eritical noment in the
discussion is now over. This is, briell y stated, the situatien
as 1 see it :

The Belgiens have naturslly not been able tpo get over their
disappointment, but on the whole 1 have reason to bel ie¥e that the
= ol =Ty B ‘!f"’on‘-; ‘]i' A P AT - el & ) nryd vindi
real and most eflecvive influences that are_still working against
Geneva emeanate from Paris rather than from Brussels. The French
Governrent has repeatedly assured ours that it did not intend to
sugeest a change in the provisions of the Covenanb, but our mutual
egxperiences in Paris have made us very cautious in this respect.

I think, therefore, that we will always have to count on the hidden
but none the less very persisbtent opposl tion of France.

The Italiam Governwent sesms sincersly favorable to Geneva
which the general opposiltion to France and geographical considerations
combine in making entirely plausible, As for the other Covernments
I believe that they view the mutter with comparative ind#Perence.
Qur friend, Loxd Robert Cecil is more convinced than ever that Gensva
fép%ld.be the seut of the Leagie. In fuct he told me s fortnight as=o
that, in view of'd.llT wie reasons which seamed to favor Geneva a vear
&g0 , he ;sfmué,;htv’ol_ha voday the melior should not even be raised in as
zéﬁthaa a0 wou}llu 5.11. 1"‘50{.;3: dilng like a "breach of faith" towards the
owiss people who aevoted on the assumption that they would have
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