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Vorarlberg .%rovim_:i] of the former Austrian Empire,
neasures 2600 square kilometers. It is bordered|esstwards by
Tyrol, (on the southern and western sides by Switzerland)and
on the northern side by Bavaria. The small prineipalyy of
Liechtenstein lies in the south western cornery between
Vorarlberg and Switzerland.

The whole province forms a complex of vallies

separated on their northern, eastern and southern side from
the rest of the world by chains of mountains; all the rivers
flow westwards, into the Rhine, in the direction of Switzer-
land. The north western corner is formed by the lake of Cons-
tance, from which the mountains rise ,bheir hight inereasing
as they near the eastern corner. The geographical position
of Uorarlberg obliges the country to look westwards for an
outlet towards Switzerland, unless it tries to reach,across
the Lake of Constance, the plains of South-Germany.
Vorarlberg counts 140 000 inhabitants, almost all
of them roman catholics: they are all of a very catholic and
very demooratic turn of mind; their majority belong to the
Christian-socialist party. There are no important cities in
Vorarlberg: the largest town is Dornbi:ﬁh. which counts about
13000 inhsbitants. Dortbirn is the center of the weaving and
spinning industries. The town et" Feldkirch is well known
because of an important Jesuit college, where many roman

gatholics of Austria and Switzerland heve been educated.
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The great importance of Vorarlberg lies in its
railways (147 km.). It is not necessary to mention the se-
condary lines. The principal ones are :

St.Margrethen-Bregenz - Lindau @ 24 km,
Bregenz-Domblgfin-Feldkirch : 38 lm.
Buchs-Feldkiroh-Blude}%Arlberg 3 85 km.

The line St.Margrethen-Bregenz-Lindau unit% the
Swiss railways to the Bavarian net (from Zurich to Junich},
around the lake of Constance). |

The line Bregenz-Dombirn-Feldkireh is only of
local importance as long as the Swiss railways remain whab
they are.

But the line Buchs-Feldkirch-Arlberg is of the
utmost importance as it is a part of the great line which
units east and west of BFurope.

The Arlberg route is the most direct line between
Paris and Constantineple; it borrows the Swiss territory from
Basle to Buchs and continues across Vorarlberg, Tyrol and
Carinthie until it reaches the Yugo-Slav territories and Bel-
grade. It is the natural way of communication beiween the
western and eastern civilisation and will increase in impor-
tance now that the Yugo-Slay and Turkish countries will be
always more exploited. One of the chief desires of Switzerland

and, it may be presumed, of all Burope, is that this vital
part of the great traffic route between East and West should
remain in the hands of #wm a small and if possible neutral

power.
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As a rule, the province of Vorarlberg is agricul-
furel and not rich. The industries are and have always been |
connected very intimately with the embroidery industry of the .
Swiss Oanton of St,.Gall, St.Gall is generally considered as
the center of both sides of the upper vall% of the Rnine.

The relations have always been Very intimate between the

Swiss Ganton of St.Call and the Austrian province of Vorarl-
berg, which explains the great interest of St.Gall in the

future of Vorarlberg. The Rhine is of course not a barter

between both countries and the inhabitants of Vorarlberg

having long been cut out from any regular intercourse with
Austrian of German provinces by the natural barrier of the
mountains have sought and found thelr industrial and intel-
lectual center across the Rhine, in Swias St.Call. There will
always exist, politically and morally, actions and reactions
between the Vorarlberg, otherwise an isolated group of va.l].:is- |
and the St.Gall regions, because the Rhine valley is & natural
formation in the middle of which the river does not create a '
barrier.

1t is therefore very natural that the suthorities
of Vorarlberg, as soon as the waer was over, asked Switzerland |
to help them to get some food. With the kind cooperation of the
Entente Governments, it was possible to provide the necessaxry

supplies.
At the same time, the ties which held the different

provinges of the Austrian Empire together were severed and
tje Vorarlbers populations xzek began to examine the problem
of their future. A private committee was organized which put
unofficially the guestion to the people., The Swiss Covernment
took absolutely no part whatever {n that affair, of vhich the;
were informed only by the pepers, and no influence was brough'

: (}t@ whu-»lnj omybody on the Swiss side. Through the press,

" awitzerland lesynt in March that 70 percent of the population
of the Vorarlberg had voted in favour of the sgregation of th
land to the Swiss Confederation.
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Dr.Ender, the head of the Torarlberg Government,
then asked the Federal Council of Switzerland to grent him and
four of his colleagues an interview: that was the first and
only occasion dn which the Swiss Governmment was approached: the
answer from Berme was that it was not possible, at present, 0
grant the desired interview, |

From the information received, the situation in Vor-
arlberg may be resumed as follows: the very great majority. of
the inhabitants desire their union with Switzerland: against
the union, there exists two small groups of interests: on the
one side the quite small group of pangermsnists, headed by Dr.
Ritter, who desire the annexion not only of Vorarlberg but,
as it seems, also of the german speaking parts of Switzerland,
to Germany, and on the other hand some of the manufactursrse,
who fear the competition of St.Gall for their industry.

An antipathy exists in Vorarlberg against the Tyro-
lese. In the protocoll of the asittings of the National Assem~
bly, Dr.Ender, head of the provisional Government, expresses
very strongly this feeling and explains it by the democratie
tuwrn of Y& mind of the Vorarlhergese, who objset to the mo-
narchical and retrograde spirit of the Tyrolese. There appears
to be no doubt that the will of the Vorarlberg population is
to severe all ties which unite them to the Tyrolese and the
Austrians., They do not appear to feel any attraction towards
Bavaria. If they cammot become Swiss, they will in all probabil-
1ity turn to §'= Germany, A "Swabian Chapter® has alveady been
formed to influence the population in that direction. This
Chapter, which has secured the services of Dr,.Ritter, acts
together with the Pangermanists. Seeing that the Swiss Federal
Oouncil had not given any encouragement to the Vorarlbersg Go-
vernment , th8y have exerted all their efforte to increase the
propaganda in favour of Wurthemberg,

In Switzerlamd, neither the Government, nor Parliament

W


http://dodis.ch/55222

dodis.ch/55'2;'22

nor the press hove discussed Vorarlberg matters until the \
vesult of the uncfficiel vetation of the population was \%
known. Since then, the gquestion has been the object of many
articles in thé press, It has not been brought before Parlia-
ment. The sitvation in Switzerland may be described as

follows !

With the excepticn of St.Gall, where there is a
very strong feeling in favour of the union, the queption is
génerally examined in the most objective way. The opinion of
the majority is that it is not desirable that this province
should be annexed by Gérmany. The reascns for such an opinion
ia 410 be found on the one hand in the fact that both sides of
the valley of the Rhine must perforce ach and react upon
oneanother, so that an influence of Cermany, coming from
Vorarlberg, would be inevitable, and on the other hand in
the necessity that the rallwey traffic between east and west
should remain in the hands of a small end IF pogsible neutral
power. Turthermore, it would he for the Swiss people a source
of the greatest untest to see their castern frontier in the
nands of the same power which controlls their northern border,
Since the early %géteanth gentury, Switzerlend has had Tour
neighbours. The acquisition of Vorarilberg by Cermany would
reduce the mumber of ite nelghbours to three and the Swiss
peopls cennot be expected to contemplate without the greatest
doubt such & grave and dangerous change in ite intermational
situation, A etripe of Cermen territory between Switzerland
and the esstern countries can be the gource of the most
trying controversies.

The Swise public opinion hae always been VeIy
partial to the prineciple of the right of the people to dis-
pose fresly of themselves; the majority of the Swiee people
would thereftire very wnwillingly deny to the Vorarlberg PCpu-
lation the right to exprees their opinion and get thelr own
way.

Apart from theee conpiderations, the Swiss people
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have no desire to annex Vorarlberg. They would have pre- \
ferred the question not to be put: only the extreme impor- \
tance of securing a free traffic towards the east and of \
avoiding esn increase of influence of one of their neighbourd I
could cause them to accept the proposal of Vorarlberg. Many
people in Switgzerland are opposed 10 any inorease of terri-
tory, under any pretence whatever, loreover, the annexion of
Vorariverg would give Switzerland a longer and more d.i:f‘f‘icu]_t
frontier to guard. And the Swiss people already inpoverished

by the war, have no desire to increase their financial 4iffi-
culties throught-he acquisition of indebted provinces.

Useless to add that there is not one single indi-
vidual in Switzerland who would think of admitting the pos-
eibility of contemplating the cession or exchange of any
Swigs village.
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