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lies
in the South-western corner,

between hrcrlhrg and
Switzerland,

‘he whole province forms a complex of
vallies separated on its northern, eastern and sou=
thern side from the rest of the world by chains of
mountains; all the rivers flow westwards into the Rhing,
in the direction of Switzerland. ‘he north=Western cor=
ner is formed by the lake of vonstance, from which the
mountains rise, their hight increasing as they near
the eastern corner. ‘he geographical position of
Vorarlberg obliges the country to look westwards for an
outlet-towards Switzerland =unless it tries to reach,
across the lake of Constance, the siabian plains of
South=Cermany.
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most all of them roman catholics; they @ (N
turn of mind; el

unts 140,000 inhabitants, al=
J a very

catholic and very democratic el Nore
Bority belong to the Christian=social

s the largest
are no important cities in Vorarlberg:

canter of
town is Dormbirn (13.000 iuhcbitant:), ;:mum o
the weaving and spinning industry. he
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St., kargrethen = Bregenz = Linday 3;5.
Fregeng = Dornbirn = Feldkirch 38
Buchs = Feldkireh = Bludenz = Arlberg 85

The first line unites the Swiss
railvays to the Bavarian net ( from Zurich to
kunich around the,lake o/ Constance ).

The second line is only of local
importenc: as long as the Swiss railways remain
what they are.

But the line Buchs = Feldkireh =
Arlberg is of the utmost importancenaot only Jor

Swi tzerland, but forthe world, a3 it is part of
ch unites Best addiest of Furopé.
direct line betvesn
ws the Swiss

the great line whi
The Arlberg route is the most
Peris and Constantinople. It borro

tinues
territoritory from Basle to Buchs and con e
Tyrol odd Carinthie, Wb ’
terri tories and Belgredds

ommunication hetween

across Vorarlierg,
reaches the Yougo=Slave
It is the natural means of ¢


http://dodis.ch/55222

3 -

the Western and Bastern Stuiripuge L
crecse in importance, now i, M e
Turkish countries will be e b '
ne of the chief dasire s of gpigu.
may be presumed, of all Europs ir e
port of Ehe great iraffie route betmeqy g
7est should remain in the hands B e
possible, neutral powep, - " | v
4s e rule, the Province :}9;:::; |
is agricultural and not pich The indust i
and have always been conruct:d very i e
the embroidery industry of the Sm‘y P -
Gall, St ,Gallis generally consi T
idered the center of
both sides of the Upper Rhine valley, The relations
have always been very intimate between the Swiss
canton of St,Call and the Ausirian province of Vor
erlberg, which expleins the greet intersst of St
Gall in the jfuture of Vorarlberg, The Rhine is of
course not a barrier between both countries end the
inkabitants of Vorarlbaerg, having long been cut out
Jrom any regular intercourse with Austrian and German
provinces by the natural Larrier of the mountains Aave
$0ught and found their indusérial and intellectual
center across the Rhine, in Swiss Si. Gall, There will

and
alvays exis ¢, politically and morally, ections d
rg = otherwise @n jeolate

St. Gall region be
ymalion, in the mid
ate @ barriers
turel tha ¢ the

reactions between Vorarlie
group of valleys = and the
the Rhine valley is a natural jo

dle of which the river does not cre
a
It is therejore quite 7
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food. With the kind m oty
(Governments, it was POossible “ g
sary supplies, g, i

together v ere severed and the Vorarlserg ”Ml'
a~

tions bega n to examine the problem of theip Suture
4 private committee was organized .

, Which Put un-
officially the question to the people, The Suiss

Government took absolutely no part whatever in that
afjair, neither directly not indirectly, They were
inforned of it only by the papers and no influence
was brought to bear from anybody on the Sviss side
Through the press Switzerland ledrnt in idorch that
70 percent of the population of Voraerlbarg haed voted
in favour of the agregation of the land to the Sviss
Confederation, DJr., Bnder, the Head of the Vorarlberg

then asked the Federal Counctl of Switzer=
gn in=

Fovernment,
land to grant him and four of his collagues @
terview * that was the first and only occasion

d. The
wvhich the Swiss Government Wereé approached.

answer jfrom Bernewa $ that it was not F"”“M" o
presant, to grant the desi red interviev. P
from the information M“w‘foﬂon :
situation in Vorarlberg may b ‘:f the inke=
The very great ”ﬁr‘:fldnd. Agains?t
bitants desire their union with oy roups 0/ jnterests

small 7
the ynion, there exists two
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on the one side, the ntu aal ol “
nists, h“dll Jy ﬂr. #‘ LTy : R
tion not oah of Pererts " Is s
of the Gernan mm:;, i,
nany, and on the other hand,
who fear the ewcmm 7 55 &5
try. 4 real anﬁpathy cx‘f;k ;'

the Tyrolese. In the protocoli of ﬁ.‘}

national Assembly, Dr, Inder ioresos: o “"f; the _
¥

that feeling and explaing it by the denoeratie turn
of the mind of the Vorarlbcrgeu, who object to the

monerchical and retrograde spirisé of the Tyrolese

There appaers to ke no doubt that the will of the
Vorarlberg pepulation is to severe all ties which |
unite them to the I'yrolese end the Austriens, They

do not eppecr te jeel any aitraciéion towerds Zavaria.
If they cannot become Swiss, they will in all probabili-
ty turn to Cerman Turbemberg, A "Suchbian Chapter "
has already heén formed to influence the population

in that direction. This chapter, which has secured
the sarvices of Jr. Ritier, acis togather with the
Pangernanists. Seaing that the Swiss Federal Council

rlharg Vo=
hed not given any ancouragensns to the Vora sighe
exerted cll pheir efjoris

vernment, they have of Jurtbanderg.

crease the propaganda in Javour o

nor Parliement, not the
berg matters until the result

knoimie
tation of the population ¥% i
questjon has been agitated in
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been brought beforg p,
Switzerland may be gy, o

in the fact that both siges of the WMMMt
perforce act and react upon one another, s that an |
influence of Germany, coming from Vorarlbepy, would
be inevitable; and on the other hend in the necessiiy
that the railway traffie between Fast ang 728t should
remain in the hands of a small and, if Possible, neutre
pover, Hurther more, it would be for the Swiss people
@ source o) great uneasiness to seq their castorn frone
tier in the hands of the same power which controls thei
nerciern border. Since the early sixteanth cantury
Switzerland has had four neighbours The scquisition
of Vorarlberg by Germany would reduce the number of its
neighbours to three and the Swiss paople cannot b:
éxpected to contemplate without the grastesi g

. gifonal
their jnbernaiion
s&.ehagrave and dangerous change in heir §

Swi tzel
situction., A stripe of German territory be tween e
i te the meo
land and its eastern neighbour can Créd

: : P g been
trying situatio L A Lo s
The Swiss p i of the

the
very partial to the P"""cm” afdw&' the mafority
4 s 05 willingly
People te dispose [freel iy

cre
of the Swiss people would there/
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ﬂmr op‘ntn and
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¥ oo
posed to any incraase of terpi t_ory,

M’ “’ ’m“c‘ J
whatever. koraovar, the incorporation of Vorarlhary
would gi

ve Switzerland a longer and more diffiouit
Jrontier to cuard,

The Swiss people, already im=
poverished by the war, have no desirs to incrsase
tneir financial difficulties by acquiring {-debted
brovinces?

Uselgs: to add that thers {s not one
single individual in Switszerland who vould think of
admitting the possibility of contamplating ihe cession

or exchenge of any Swiss village.
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