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of the recant donato in ths Hnt!ml M Tora

uestion, lionsieur Jalonder made a lomg lpoull of ﬂﬁ ﬁ
following is a summary.

After having cutlined the latest devalcopment ¢f the
juestion, he peinted cut that the situation of the Vorarlberg
had oeccme so critical that the inhabitants of the ‘crarlberg
cculd expect help only from Germany or witzarland. There was
ne doudt that Termany was working for a unicn with the Vorarl-
berg and that Viemna was in favour of such a unicn, should the
/crarlberg become soparated from iustria. In spite of all pre-
German propaganda, the great majority of the Vorarlberg pecple
were for & unicn with ‘witzerland and there cculd be no doubt
that an eventual unicn weuld from many points of view be of
advantaze to 'witzarland, while unicn with Germany would ecnsti-
tute a pelitical danger for sustern “witzerland.

There had, fonsieur Calcnder ccntinued, been rumours that
Italy would, in case of a union between the Vorarlberg and
switgerland, demand ccmpsnsation, but such rumocurs were wi thout

foundation und Monsieur Tittoni had mads & statement to that
witzerland, for her

dwiss Yinister at lome.
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pecpls, as !n' as th.’tr Mu Mi realisation
auto-decision was concarned, in any appeal thy ake of
tc the League of Yations or to the Varis Jonfersnce. b!nm
the Pederal Jcuncil were ready to give economic suppert to the

Verarlberg, particularly in the shape of oredits and food-supplies,
This speech has attracted considerabls attention as marking the
ond of the policy ¢f complete disinteresteiness which the Federsl
Jouncil appear to have fcllowed hitherte in regard tc the guestionm.
[ understand that some assurance of -witzerland's benevolent inten-
tions will ncw be sent to the Vorarlberg authorities.

In the courss c¢f an interview yesterday with the local corres-
pondent of the "Jeurnal de Gendvs", Wonsisur Bovet informe! me
that, a really determined effort was now beinz made by Germany,
and especially by sirttemberg,tc secure the apnexation of the
forarloerz. The campaign was apparently veing cenducted under
sjcunt Koltke at Stuttgart. From the best possible source he had
been infcrmed that the present Austrian lovernment were geriously -
considering a schame to declare the dissolution of the Austrian
depublic and to give the various provinces of the country a free
decision as tc their future lot. In practics, hewaver, the schem

t
of the iMrttemberg propagandists and of the Austrian Governmen
n ip favour of

onr te ﬂ.r-q

was 80 to arrcange matters that, when the decisio

dissolution came about, the Vorarlberg weuld oe
glay with the question
ourht, ri‘l'“J
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The present temdency cf the Vcrarlberg te
of apnezation to Germany was due, donsieur sovet th
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sndsavour to secure ccmplete independs |

which would ther enter intc some form of customs ﬂ“ .u‘ :
“witzerland. The exchange ouestion cculd, in such an event,
be put right by am advance cf, say, thirty million francs
to the Verarlberg; it would of ccurse ©: understood that the
Verarlberg would remain responsible for her stare of the
Austrian war debt.

donsisur Bevet left with me an interesting and compre-
hensive memorandum on this question, a copy of which I traps-
mit tc Your Lovdship herewith. lorsieur Bovet cbserved that
he perscnally was oppesed tc the immediate unicn of the Verarl-
berg with Switzerland as adveeated in the memorandum, but that
he comourred renerally in favour cf the terms of this docu-
ment, which contained a useful history of the case.

\ copy of this despatch has been sent to the British
Delogate at the eace Ccnferonce.

I have the henour te be, with the highest rospect,

Ny lord,

four Lordship's most obadient,
humbla gervant,

(simod) Mgl S RLL
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