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profitant de mon deplacement au bangladesh pour la presentation
e ms lettres de creance, J'ai fait escale e 2.4. a kat mandou
pour faire le point de la situation dans ce pays avec les
representants de sdc ainsi qutavec les che fs de mission des

usa et de la rfa. =% '

un rapport sur ces discussions vous parviendra prochainement.
le personnel de sdc est tres preoccupe par c¢ce qui se passe au
repal. il s'est reuni en assemblee ie 25 mars et a vote
unanimement une resolution demandant au conseil federal d'interw
whlir a nouveau aupres des autorites nepataises et, sj des
progres n'interviennent pas rapidement, de prendre des mesures
touchant l'ajde suisse, _

le personnel a charge le directeur de sdc, m. wirz, de nme
remettre cette resolution, m. wirz, gui n'etait pas present a
l'assemble du 25.3., se jeint a ses conclusions qu'il a signees,
a8 posieriori, i

le texte de la resolution et les signataires sont le suivants:

quote
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in the course of a meeting held on the 25th march 1880 in

kathmandu, the undersigned, Working with projects in nepal

financed by switzerland (referred to hereunder as the under-~

signed), were informed of the fact that the swiss federal

council had handed over a note to the government of nepal on

the 8th march 1890.

the undersigned very much appreciate the federal council's

gestiure, since it clearly demonstrates its wish to see that

basic human rights in nepal are fully respected.

in spite of such a praiseworthy initiative, the undersigned

note with anxiety that no real improvement has occured in

nepal in the meantime as far as violence, fepression and

arbitrary arrests on the part of the government are concerned,

these deeds continue regardless,

the undersigned also wish to frefer to the official publi-

cation entitted: ''the basic principles of swiss development

cooperation'', no 26, page-9, which clearly stipulates the condiw

tions under which technical assistance is possible. in this

connection, we wish to draw the attention of the federal council

that although basic human rights 1n nepal had not been futly

fespected in the past, the present degradation of the situation

is in total violation of the above principles.

therefore the undersigned wish to offer some concrete examples

of human right violations in nepal. the following facts fFepre~

sent only a small sample of daily viotations since february 80

- thousands of people have been arrested and held in de-
tention or prison without charge or trial. they are ke pt
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of clothes. as names of detainees are not disclosed in public,
families and relatives do partly not have access to them.

- beatings and cases of physical torture have been feported
throughout the country, victims of government atrocities are
not provided adequate medical facilities in hospitals.
(written joint statement-to the un commission on human rights,
february 19880)

~ following the discovery of corpses, at times, headless, in
various parts of the country, terror is rapidly spreading in
the country. (quoted in newsletter fophur, march 19830)

-~ partners of helvetas and the swiss development cooperation (sdci
e.9. dr. d.r. pandey, who-is the president of 1ids (integrated
development systems) and acting president of the human 7fght
organisation nepal, are put into jail, along with many other
intellectuals and professionals participataing in a tegitimate
and harmiess seminar.

- project vehicules have been simply appropriated without any

authorisation and useb by local autnhorities for the transport
of the police and army.

(fortsetzung folgt)
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in view of the ahove, the undersigned wish to ask the federal
council to carry out, as soon as possible, a serious and in depth
examination of the present situation in nepal, which is pre-
occupying us. it hampers and i§s in contradiction with the aims

of the swiss technical assistance.

the undersigned furthermore wish to ask the federal council to
intervene again to request nepal's government to immediately
promote basic freedoms, including the freedom of expression and
the respect for human rights. all persons arfested in connection
with the movement for democracy should also be immediately freed.

the undersigned are moreover convinced that our country

should take steps in bringing the donors together and pro-
pesing common actions, a good opportunity would be the nepal
aid group meeting in paris in may 1880. we are also convinced
that a concerted action on the part of all donors is a good

and strong means of bringing about the reestablishment of

pasic human rights in nepal.

in case such improvement is not rapidly forthcoming, the under-
signed sugaest to the federal council that further steps and
strong actions should be taken, depending on the evolution

of the situation in nepal: :

1. no new commitments for the time being.

2, 2suspension of ongoing projects.

3. withdrawing swiss participation,

in view of the degradation of the situation over the last three
days the undersigned strongly reguest that the swiss federal
council immediately implements the suggested steps.

kathmandu, 1st april 1880
arfane asseo-bickert, meret oettli~hottinger, philippe zorzi,
urs duersteler, claude bobillien, rosemarie duersteler~keltier,
james lorenzen, esther lorenzen, cathy dolf, werner nater,
martina erni, rolf widnmer, elisabeth nater, irene glasl bceni,
heinz boeni, reinef bodmer, heidi bodmer, reto wieser, benedikt
dolf, bernhard cettli, jacguetine zorzj, giorgio gianinazzi,
maftin pauli, susanne schlaeppi, walter schiaeppi, tina wieser-
froehlicher, hans steiner, edith pfister, gabriella steiner,
o2 line beaudoin, flavia schmidt-rianda, patrick leu, ralf schmidt,
james ruthertord, walter schmid, elisapbeth schmid-berta, otto
pfister, bertrand trepanier, janine pollieu pauli, werner wirz /
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les violations des droits de' lL'homme relevees par nos cooperants,
malheureusement, semblent bien correspondre a la realijte et

ont ete corroporees par d'autres personnés avec qui j‘ai eu des
contactis. '

la demarche de nos cooperants est ia consequence d'une brusque
gegradation de L& sjtuation au couirs des derniers jours. toute=-
fois, lLe pire paut encore etre evite et les prochains jours

mont refont quel sens attribuer au remaniement ministeriet qui vient
dtavoir Lieu le 14 avril, le rot est cense faire uyn discours

public et le 18 se tiendra un conseil national du panchayat.

compte tenu des meSSages que VOUs aurez passes au ministre des
¢inances du nepal lors de son recent passage a berne, je ne pense
pas qu'une nouvelle intervention

se justifie ces prochains jouis.

j'al prevu de me rendre a katmandou fin avril/debut mai et de
voir plusieurs membres du cabinet, y compris le nouveau mae .

au basoin, je pourrais aussi essayer de voir le premier ministre
qui est un personnage~cle dans la presente crise. suivant (‘evo~
tution de la situation, vous pourriez me charger de remettre un
message du cf felber. ;

la prochaine reunion du consortium d'aide au nepal sera aussi

une bonne occasjon de rappeler nos conditions pour la poursuite
de la cooperation et ce, de preference apres concertation avec
quelques ''like~minded countries''.

a plus tong terme, selon les developpements, la suisse pourrait,
le cas echeant, etre amenee a prendre un@ certaine distance,
voire procedar a certaines revisions, tout en ayant a L'esprit

la longue et fructueuse histoire de la cooperation nepalo-

sujsse et en gardant l'espoir de jours meilleurs.

pour L*'immediat, j'ai donne 2 instructions a sdc/nepal.

1. continuel d'intervenir pour gue les vehicules sequestres
appartenant aux projets que nous financons, soient restitues
sans delai et qu'il soit mis fin a cette pratique avec effet
immediat . P

2, que le personnel de la cooperation au nepal s'abstienne de
toute prise de position publigue, d'actes ou de manifestations
de sympathie qui L'expose a devenir la cible de mesures de
represaille des auterites nepalaises.

je vous saurais gre de me faire part de vos commentzires et
instructions, zehnder+t

ambasuisse
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