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THE PRESIDENT

Berne, August 28, 1991
OF THE SWISS CONFEDERATION £ < L

p.B.15.11.Balt. - BAD/HSK
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Dear Mister Chairman

It is with great plzasure that I can inform you that the Swiss
Government'has‘decided today to restore full bilateral relations
" between Switzerland and the. 1ndependent and soverelgn Republic of'

Latvia. The follow1ng press release has been 1ssued-

Quote. Der Bundesrat hét beschloséen, dass die -Séhweiz volle
dipiomatische__Beziehungen zu den drei unabhéngigen baltischen
Republiken Litaueh; Lettland und Estland aufnehmen wird. Der
Bundesrat hat das Recht auf Selbstbestimmung der Vdlker gegeniber
den Anspruchen der Balten wiederholt bekrdftigt. Nach dem Durch—
bruch fir die Reformkrafte in der Sowjetunion ist nun klar, dass
der Unabhanglgkelt der baltischen Republiken nlchts mehr im Wege
steht. Der Bundesrat 1st uberzeugt dass nun alle noch anstehen-
den Probleme auf dem Verhandlungsweqg geldst werden. Er heisst die
baltischen Vdlker und ihre demokratisch gewdhlten Vertreter unter

den uﬁabhéngigen Staaten herzlich'willkommen.-Unquote.

'The Political Director for European Affairs at tﬁez Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Jend Staehelin, has
been named special envoy of the Swiss Confederation to the.Baitic
States. He would like to visit the three capitals in the imme-

diate future in order to discuss all practical steps to be taken

His Excellency
Mr. Anatolij Gorbunov ]
Chairman of the Supreme Council

of the Republic of Latvia
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after the restoration of full ‘bilateral relations as _well as
eventual projects of bilateral COOperationQ Ambassador Staehélin
will bé accompanied by his assistant. A possible date for such a.
visit could be betweeﬁ Septémber 3 and. '5. The Swiss Foreign
Department.has asked the Swiss Embassy in Stockholm to propose
. these dates and ‘to diécussithe program of this visit with yoﬁf

office'in that city.

The Federal Councid. has furthermpre asked me to invite a deleéa—
tion 6f £wo high.representativeg of your country, accompanied by
their spouses, to attend the,"Eﬁfope Day" onrseptembér 6 to_..8f
1991, in Sils (Switzerlahd) (see enclosureé). This important
event takes.ﬁlace in the context of the 700-years-celebration of
Switzerland and assembles délegations of all European countries.
Several Ministers of Foreign Affairs will ‘attend. I would be very
grateful if you could let know our Embassy, which has received.
all relevant inforﬁations and documentation on this event, who
will represent your country in Sils, in order to enable the Swiss

side to organize the venue of your representatives.

Looking forward to be able to meet you personally very soon, I

remain

Sincerely yours,

Blavie Cotrir _
President_of the

Swiss Confederation

Enclosures mentioned
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LE GHES

DU DEFARTEMENT FEDERAL.
DES AFFAIRES ETRANGERES

Bern, 14£h'May 1991
Dear

This year our country.is cqmmemorating the 700th anniver-
sary of dits foundation by the first three allied Cantons of Central
Switzerland, Uri, Schwyz and Unterwalden.- The Swiss Confederation
has evolved in the course of the centuries through its pragmatism
and its ability to balance the interests of ethnic groups, whose
cultural and finstitutional relations are often very complex. The
federal structure created by history has enabled Switzerland to’
establish close ties with the world, and Europe 1in parﬁicular. :

To celebrate the birth of our Confederation numerous
events and meetings are scheduled to take place throughout the yéar
in various barts of the codntry. Some of the events planned at fede-
~ral ‘level are dedicated to infernatioﬁal so]idaritj-whibh implies,
amony other things, an increasingly -perceptible desire for openness
_ towards Europe. : ' .

In this context a “Eurape Day" will be held at Sils-Maria,
near St Moritz_(upper Engadine, CantOH'Of Grisons), on Saturday 7th .
September 1991. This site, with its natufaT and refreshing charm,
has been chosen in deference to the Rhaeto-Raomanic region of Swi-
tzerland, an integral part of our country's multi-cultural heritage.

' We have invited the participants in -this major COMMEemora-
tive cvent to arrive at St Moritz in the late afterncon of [lriday
6th September. After settling into. their hotels, the Federal Coun-
cilts special guests will havé the opportunity to talk to Swisé or
other European personalities of their choice or to spend the evening
as they wish.. . . ; i : : :

On behalf of the Federal Council, I have the honour to
invite you to Europe Day and would ask you kindly to reserve the
above dates. _ : _ ; _

A summary of the plans for Europe Day- is enclosed. The
final programme, with more details, will be sent to'youvas séon as
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_ A summary of our pians for Europe Day is encliosed. The
final programme, with more details, will be sent. to- you as soon as
possible, together with all the’ necessary information abaut the .
Journey, accommodation, security measures etc. Later you wWill. re-
ceive a list of the principal European and Swiss personalities'whose_‘
'particfpatiOn in Europe Day has begn-¢0nrisﬁed. Thé_various groups
of persons invited to the event'aré ?hdicated in the enclosure. '

'The President of the Confederation, the other members of

the Federal Council and myself:wouid be very pléased to welcome you
to Europe Day and to have the opportunity of talking to you on this

occasion.

: we'ﬁery much hope therefcre_that_you will honour us with
~your presence at this occasion. ; :

An early reply would be greatly appreciated. -

Yours..-a.-...'.._

René-Ferer
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700 Jahre/ans/anni/onns
Confoederatio Helvetica

EUROPE DAY, Sils-Maria, 7th September 1997

{. OUTLINE PROGRAMME

a) The "Europe day" will begin 2t 10 o'clock with. an official cere-

- mony in a large marquee specially created for the 700th anniver-
sary by the Ticinese architect Mario Botta. The President of ‘the
Government of e Grisons will deliver a welcoming address, which
will be followed by a message from a representative of European
LouBhs: L TR . 3 N

- three eminent European personalities will then express
their. vision of the future Europe; '

- after these three méssages the President of the Confederation,
Mr Flavio Cotti, will outline the role Switzerland intends to
play .in tomorrow's Europe: R _ : '

- @ performance of a musical work (“3 X 1 = CH + X") - ¢hoir and
percussion - composed by Rolf Liebermann for the 700th anniver-
sary, will end the official part of the Day.

b) After lunch offered in an adjacent tent the participants will be
free to go for a .walk, or to return to their ‘hotels until the
start of a show devised by the writer Jacques Pilet, "The Euro-
pean Epic" (a survey of the salient features of our continent's
history during the Tast seven centuries). * _

c) After this performance the Federal Council will invite its quests
to an official dinner to mark the close of Europe Day. It is as-
sumed that the official guests will depart on the following day,
Sunday 8th September.. : : 9

IT1. GROUPS OF GUESTS - .

There will be approximately 1'200 participants in Europe Day. About
- two thirds of those will be Swiss and one third foreigners from the
32 European countries. s an s R

In addition to.pd]iticians and various authorities of :otr country,
there will be personalities from other fields of Swiss public life
such 'as culture, arts, science, economy and sport.

In order to efcourage meetings between the participants, the Furo-
pean guests have also been chosen according to various criteria..

For. that purpose, Marco Solari, the Federal Council's Delegate for

Bhe 700 ycars of the Conlederaliuvn, plans to associate with kurope
ay: . Al :

- ahout 150. European individuals Who e being faviled i Clielc cas
pacity as friends, professional or business partners, by a hundred
Swiss who have been designated by an independent jury;

- about 60 parlamentarians of the Council of Europe's Committee of

- the Environment, Regional Planning and Local Authorities (this
Commitee will be meeting for a regular session in this region from
4th to 7th September 1991). - ' : oy :


http://dodis.ch/58483

dodis.ch/58483

-~ a delegation of rome 50 young ‘people (aged between 16 and 25) who
will have participated in the European Festival of. Youth 4in the
Engadine (which will be attended by about 500 young people from
all the countries of Europe). :

To these three categories of Eur0peans irvited on a rather informal
basis will be added some 120 official guests of the Federal Council,
chosen by the Department of Foreign Affa1rs and the Swiss Emba551es
in Europe. _
Our diplomatic missions were also eager to be diverse in this re-
gard. Thus, severdl delegations will include, in addition to persons
of ministerial rank, representsatives of ruyel families (helirs to - the
throne), members of the national parliaments, representatives of
-science, the economy and the media and a few well-known artists O% s
writers. : _

Finally, the ambassadors of the European countries accredited to
Berne are, of course, invited to join the1r national delegations on
arrival 1in Sw1tzer1and_ . :

KERITE XTIk

For the Federal Council's official European guests, all travelling
expenses and-‘the cost of accommodation im the Engadine will be
covered by the Swiss author1h1es :
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