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Speech given by tha Prasident of tha Swisa
Confederation before the Parliamentary
Assembly of the Council of Europe,

Strasbourg, 20th Saptember 1991

Thigs year it is the Swisgs Confaederation
ﬁhich has been 2ingled out for special
digtinction by your Assambly, and the honour
of addrassing you at this solemn session
fullé to her Prasident. I am, moraover,
moved to note that this i3 the firas¢ time in
the entire history of the Coﬁncil of Europe
that this honour has fallen to him. Thank
you for this, for the privilége which is
nine today, but abova all for the
exceptional opportunity ycu have given
Switzerland to let her voice be heard in the

chorus of Eurcpean nations,

My presence should, above all, bear witness

to Switzerland's gratitude to the Council of

Europe for “he extraordinary commitment it
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has shown, over a period of mors than forty
years, in the service of European unity and
the promctibn in Europe of human rights,
damocrhcy and a whole series of other
essential values. Please permit me, Madame
Catherine Lalumiére, to offer you my |
country’s speciallgratitude for the remark~
able work you accomplish with such strength
and perspicacity as Head of.the General
Secretariat of our great, ancient Eurcpean

tnstitution. I am also keen tc express my

joy at the idsa that the Baltic states,
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, will soon be
playing a full part in your werk. I should
Li#e to proffer apecial greetings to those
countries’ raepresentatives, and to the
delegation from a raenawad Soviet Union,
moving witnesses to the great changes we are

going through at the prasant time.

N

So here is the President of the Swiss

Confederation, here in Strasbourg. But ian't

this something of a paradox? Your attention
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L focused less than a hundred miles up thn
Rbine from here, on a prosperous and peace-
ful country, whilst the thoughts, hopes and
fears of all Europeans are following the
courses of some of the other rivers of our
continent, awamy to the East. With all the
upheavals which have kept us on the adge of
our sears for over two years, with half of
Europe pulling down the structures built by
the greatest hypocrisy in history, and even
breaking Anwn inheritad and long-accaptad
frontiers, might you not have wanted to hear
from this platform a different ﬁessngn from

minae?

In your wisdom, you thought othérwiae. You-
wanted to celebrate with Switzerland the
700th anniversary of the slliance. signed in
August 129£ by thrme mountain communities to
withstand “the malice of the times", that
alliance which, expanding little by little,
~was eventually to found a country, and later
on, in 1848, @ federal State. Seven hundred
Xﬁﬂii_iiﬂhﬁﬁ"ﬂxiﬂﬁﬁdk_ln_ihﬂ_hgatimaﬂ
Europe: you are paying homege to a long
mistory of stability on,wﬁich it is

cartainly.nOt inapprop: lote to refleet at
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this prasent juncture. You are paying homage
to 700 years of our active presence in
Europa. For'naither our independence, nor
our later neutrality, has ever meant
geparaticn from the affairs of this
continent, of which nature and history have
made ug both the watershed and an important
pivet. You are paying homage, now moras
topically then ever, to the fact that within
» single small country there live happily
gide by aide‘four languages, threa major
Furopean civilizations, two great Christian
¢miths; to the trusting and gcnuine reapect
for minurllles within onc and the same
nation. The reality of this respect t ¢an
confirm tn person, as a President of the
Confedaration who is a member of the amall

Italian-speaking minority

* %%

We do appreciate your demuwhstratisn of
friendship, your recognition of the
testimony of our history. We appraeciate them

all Lhe wore secauco we naed tham. Por this
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anniversary we are celebrating is not
characterized by all the serenity or all the
confidence in the future that'wu might have
wished. First of all bécnuse Switzerland,
aleng with all the peoplss of Europe, and
indeed the whols world, has to face the
daunting probleme of soclety: grave damege
to the environment, the increasing burden of
our infrastructures, drugs, AIDS, and the
breakdown of values which is disconcaerting
tc some and upsetting te othérs. The very
gplirit of consensﬁa and participation which
is the foundation of our entire political
cultufe is beihg eroded by the egotism and
increasing short-asightedness of private

interests,

But above all, our annivarsary coincldes
with & fundamental questicning, with major
decisions that we shall have to taks.
Questiocns and decisions for which cur racent
history <(hearing the atamp of an {solation
which may be legitimate but may also be
uniustified), not to mention our comfortabla

lifestyle and routine, have ill preparaed us:

what place ,._mud_smimumm_uhﬂ
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place can she occupy, in the Europe gf
tomorrow?

This is by no means a simple quastion,

It ie not eimple becsuse it is viawad in a
different light by the Swiss and their
partners. The Swisa are certainly willing to
ploy @ full ond active pari in a EBurope
joining together to enjoy peace, damocracy
and the spread of i{ts civilization;, and they
smrg at Lhue came time Jealous of their
dignity as citizens called upon to have
their ocay on the mejor and minor guastiona
pul Lo the nation; Jaaicua ef the traditions
they have taken seven centuries to builld up
and neithar will nor can give up with a
stroke of the pen. But the Swisa will also
have to be cesselassly reminded that their
rsadiness in principle to sssume European
razponsibilities presupposes a real desiras
for harmenization and hence a real
willingnees (where absocluiely naecessary) to
abandon certain elemsnte in théit commen
heritege, hcowever venerable that haritage
~may ceem. Sinding o kalance beiwean thege
tun_afipulntiend. participat ing.in tha
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yarious institutiong and gafeguarding. our
m_gm;m__thn&._u_m_mlui.c&_um
our generatinon.will have to accompligh. And

I mean what I say: a whole genaration,
Because the process towards Eurcpean unity
will not be completed in a few months,
whatever some impatient pecple - and there
uré too many of them in Switzerliand, as wall

.48 in the rest of Europe — may say.

As for our Eurcpesn partners, they ara
Justly proud of the progress alresady mndé
along the path of éuropaan unity, largely
thanks to the 1557 Treaty of Rome. Thay ars
proud of having turned upside down, in its
final years, a millennium full ef wars,
conflicts and imperialist ambitions; of
having finally decided to unita, in peacs,
democracy and respect for human rights; of
having established mutual trust and
solidarity between age-old enemies. It 1s to
ba sincersly hoped that this remafknble
success story will not lead them to prejudge
the place that Switzerland and the othar
countries, the newcomers, ought to occupy.
The Europe of tomorrow, ladies and
gentlemen. representatives of the countries
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of .gur_.-:_on.t dngnt. will be the result of
diologue based on trust, of recenciliation
Retween the ambitions and. i,nt.emm
iovelved, of course. =mnd of equality of
status. in spite of the {nequality of power.

Another reason why the question is far from

eimple is that we are uncervain about tha
identity of the Lurcpe of tha futuras.
Outlines which were epparently secure and
strajghtforward, in their tragic rigidity,
Juet three short years ago, have suddenly
become blurred. A situation which we
gcarcely dared belisve would come about, and
at which we all, needless to say, raejoics.
The countries of Eastern Europe have
recovered theilr indepandence and thelr
rational dignity, Germany has onntaneously
reunited, we have all sung the praizea of a
really fresdem-loving Europe. Even the
Soviet Union has broken free from har formar
tctalitarian systam For this fact, homage
must be paid to the perspicacity and
perseverance of President Gorbachev: without
these the historic uphasavals we have ﬁ]l

witnegssad could net have taken place.
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But the blurred outline of Europe has its
down side too. Far from solving the material
problemg, it is exacerbating them. Refound
freedom, going hand in hand with prolonged
poverty, 1s awakening instincts oflintoler-
ance to minorities, those old ethnic and
nationalist reactions, frontier disputes and
oﬁher dramas which wae thought had baen
consigned to the history books. The order of
totalitarianism, in Yugoslavia and
elsewhsre, 18 glving place to the disorder

born of uncontrolled emotions.

whether we find this neaw state of affairs
reassuring or worrying, 1t is also of very
dirast concern to Switzerland and to her

pecple's parception of her Eurecpean vocation

and responsibility.

L2 8

My compatriots, you see, loock upen Europae in
terms of & numbsr of concentric circles,
rmthar like those Russian dolls that fit one

ingide the other. To them. Europe is first
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and foremest the land around our borders. on
Qur_doorstep. It consists of those plaina -

and large towns to which and threugh which

our rivers flow. We have always had close

ties with these neighbouring countries, aven

though they may have become blurred and

strained when certaln ragimes, now banizhaed,

threatened cour freedoms. We have sharad food

and ideasz with our neighbours., We play ocur

part in their great cultures and in their

creativity, On all sides of our frontiers,

we have set up trading

links and constructad

arcas ‘'of regimnal ra-npaAratinn, and wse fael

that in the Europe of the future these will

offer a middle way, a mediating influence,

batwean nation States and the continental

edifice which is dastined to be built,

The naxzt Rucope. as geen by thae Swigas. i8
the European Community of the Twalva, with

whom - we feel and know
common*, though we are
mambera{ for instance,

and service economies,

that we have much “in
8till not formally

our common industrial

our commen sengitivi-

ties, the identity of our civilization. At

“the College of Eurcope in Bruges, 4in a few

dmyo! tima, I ehsll have an apportunity af
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re?erring to this great réle as a driving

force assumed by the European Community.

But the Swiss are attached by both the head

and tha heart o your Furope., which ig alge
ours: I mesn that of tha Council of Eurcpe:
that is a Europe to which we already belong
fully, We see in it the natural framawork
for the assumption of our overall
respnn=sihilitisee as Furopeans. For; thet
reason we should like to see a two-fold
expansicn of the Council of Europa. An
expansicn in its area, so that it corre-
sponds - and at last thic ic a realiatie
possibllity - to the geographical Europe,
from the Atlantic to the Urals, and an
expansion in the service it renders. Our
Council of Europe: an essential foruﬁ for
welceoming, and integrating, tha new
democracies: what a fascinating fact that
is! And whe knows, tha future shape af.tha
continent - which is far from béing
definitively drawn as yet and which will
probably be less monolithic than some peopla
imagine - might confer more éxtanaivo
functions on the Council of Europe. I myself

have no doubt about i1t: in the coming years
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the good offices of tha Council of Europe
will be very much in demand. It will in any
case be the privileged forum and Lﬁg '
dgeas. visions and prospects of the long
procsas of wnion among mll Europsans. It is
my wish that thig political réle should ba
Bt

ghould agssume onge again the scope and
lopertance of former times. Pre-eminence

should once again be given to political
debate and to the joint evaluation of the
major guestions of concern to our whole
continenti. This role takes on a special

significance in the prasent circumstances.

That 1is the fundamental réle being carvad
cut for the Council cf Europe. This wili all
require institutional and cultural means
Just as much as economic¢ or financial means,
Switzerland intends tec make her contribu-
tion, commensurate with her rescurces. She

sees this as her duty; and as an honour.

Because Switzerlend is a daughter of Europa.

%%
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Switzerland, the daughter of Europa: in
terms of the way she was first peoplad. In
ﬁhe past waves of migrant pOpulutions'rollgd
through her vallays from all dirsctions,
were trapped by her mﬁuntains. and took
root. This ilnitial diversity gave birth to
tclerance, to the vocation of Switzarland An
8 land of welcome, of exchangas, of
encounters, A vocation to which she wishes
to remain faithful, among othar thinga.in

her traditional humanitarian initiatives.

But above all, Switzaerland. the political
daughter of Eurgpe. Since, from the
beginning, it was the ambition of the

princes who bullt up territorisl pcwers that
sharpened the desire for independence of the
first Swiss and inspired them with tha idaa.
of ccllective libarty. Real or lagendary,
William Tell remains the universal haro of
all peoples smitten with this ides of

liharty

The cantons soon found themselves the pivot
between the two great rival powers on the
continent, the Germanic empire end France.

They c¢ould not prevent the confrontatipn.
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But they did represent a solid., permanaent.

balancing factor in Europe, owing their
stability in part to tha status of

neutrality which they have observed since

the 16th century.

And Switzeriand. the economic daughter of
Eurcope. For she was set up in the first

instance con the Saint-Gothard road, a major .

route between the countrias of the
Maditerranean and those cof the Rhinas; she
soon expanded aiong the roads of the
Helvetic plateau, making & real trading

~rogssroads for tha continent,

'Switzariand was thus abla to participate
directly in the technical and industrial
progregs of the last two centuries, sarving
it, despite the madiocrity of her natural
rescurces, by the quality of her
workmanship, the gelection of a few
specimlities, up-markat products and
gsaervices which she was able to make
available on worldwide markets, But this
affort and this success would not have been
possible without the conuiderabls :

contribution of our friands in Europe:
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technicians, enginears, creative
entrapreneurs, or the armies of workers
callad upon to lend ue their labour, under
conditions which did nét always redound to

our honour,

Einally..and mest important of all..
Switzerland, the cultural daughter of
Europe: three of its cultures meet there,
sometimes clashing, but more often producing
ﬁ crosg-fertilization. Not in uniformity,
put in the familiarity they achieve, in
their creative force. More than the economic
and more than the political encountera, éhe
.encounter between cultures has forged and
austained the tolerance of the Swiss, their
- curicsity about things diverse, their -

friendly respect for tha minority.
e

Many of my compatricts have come to regard
theilr own country as the navel of Europe and
thus as & sperial case. Thisg attitude could

be understood in times of war and when faced
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with dictatorships. Today it would be meraly
an aberration, a failure to face up to our
responsibilities, a way of challenging
Eurcpe without daring te look it in the

face. Ostriches are always wrong.
Switzerland ig no mora a special_caze than
any of your countries. No spacial case,

then, axcept on one point which is =&t fha
same time our strength'and our weaknhaas.
Switzerland is a "nation of will", to uee
the well-turned phrase of Denis de
Rougemont. That is to say, it does not, like
other nations, cocnsiat of a clearly-dafined
geographical area, an area unified on the
baziz of a common language and cultura, or
cone centred around a single power bringing
land and people togﬁthar. Switzerland's oﬁly
reality is in the wWill of her citizens to
join together to form a nation of
differences. This ise her strength, insofar
aa that 1as the way the nation exisgts in the
mind of the Swiss. But it is also her
weakness ingcfar ag the mind may be changed

and the will blunted.

This may -seem to be the risk Switzerland ie

running today. Our wills need to be
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strengthened. And it is in the friendly
eshallenge, or the call, that Europe i@
teauing to Switzeriand that I see our best
opportunity 1ying. guwitzerland will ba proud
+o fulfil her European vocation. she will

find in it once again her whole ildentity,

called in question by some people in a
noment of tiradness, after 700 years...
EunQ2gaﬂLlldb3ln_EﬂLiZﬂtlnnﬁh_hx_ﬂﬁlsﬂmini
Pl&cing demands on her, too. Iaolatodlin har
ivory tower, misundarstcod by her partners,
Switzerland would run the risk of moral
disintsgration, and perhaps political

disintegration as well.

That would be a misfortune for her paopla. I
shoula like to think that it would also be a
great pity for Europe. Because for Europe
the stakes are no difference from those
which marked the long epic history of little
Helvetia: aither it will be conscientious
and raspactad in diversity <o diversity
which ie precisely both a strengih and a
waaknessy; or it will not be, All of uas,

together, want it to be!
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