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April 26, 1984

Mr. Kotaro Iwashita
Export Inspection and
Design Division
International Trade
Administration Bureau
Ministry of International
Trade and Industry

1-3, Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo

Dear Sir,

Please allow me to refer to our meeting which took
place at your office on March 3, 1984, and at which we
discussed the problem of imitation of foreign designs and
trademarks as well as the production, assembly or sales of
counterfeited foreign goods in Japan. In the course of our
discussion, you kindly encouraged the representatives of
foreign Embassies in Japan to submit to you cases of
violations in writing, in order to allow your Ministry to
take appropriate action with the counterfeiters on a case
by case basis, Accordingly, I would like to submit to your
kind attention the following case:

The Swiss firm V{E%gg;ggg from 6438 Ibach-Schwyz
in Switzerland produces an ts genuine Swiss Army
Pocket knives., Said knives have been the objeet of various
counterfeits produced by Japanese makers, notably by makers
located in Seki City, Gifu Prefecture.

Vietorinox has tried since 1976, through direct con-
tacts with the Japan Export Cutlery Industrial Association
in Seki City, to invite the Japanese makers to stop pro-
ducing said counterfeits and refrain from exporting them to
various countries. The result of these efforts, however,
has not been satisfactory.

In light of this situation, the Swiss Embassy has also
intervened in 1982 and 1983 at the Japan Export Cutlery
Industrial Association, requesting the Associatibn to state
its version of the facts concerning this matter and to-
cooperate towards a satisfactory settlement of same.
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In spite of its promise to the contrary, which the
Japan Export Cutlery Industrial Association has made in
writing to both the Swiss Embassy and Viectorinox, the
counterfeited pocket knives keep appearing on foreign
markets. The enclosed pocket knife, for instance, is still
being marketed in Sweden.

Moreover, this problem concerning the Swiss Army
pocket knives is not limited to counterfeits alone. Sales
material in the form of a brochure desecribing "A History
of the Swiss Army Knife" is routinely handed out togehher
with the counterfeit knives., This "History of the Swiss
Army Knife" does not inform the potential customer that the
story it tells is nothing else but the history of the Army
knife designed and manufactured by Victorinox. Although the
Japan Export Cutlery Industrial Association asserts that
such printed material is printed by overseas buyers, one
of the enclosed booklets suggests otherwise, since it bears
the annotation "PRINTED IN JAPAN" on its back cover.

To conclude, I would like to point out that the
problem of counterfeiting Swiss Army knives cannot be
reduced to a mere question of whether Victorinox has
registered its trademark in Japan or not, as it seens to
be the contention of the Japan Export Cutlery Industrial
Association, since the Swiss national emblem cannot possibly
be registered as a trademark. The problem is clearly one of
counterfeiting and of attempting to induce the potential
customer in error through the use of deceptive sales material
such as the "History of the Swiss Army Knife", practices
which amount to unfair competition and run counter to the
norms prescribed by Japan's Fair Trade Commission Notifica-
tion No 34 of Cetober 16, 1973, pertaining to Misleading
Representation of the Country of Origin on Merchandise.

The Swiss Embassy would appreciate it very higg;y
if your Ministry could give its attention to the case
counterfeiting and unfair competition detailed above, and
take the action it shall deem necessary in order to settle
this case to the satisfaction of all parties concerned ai
Looking forward to hearing from you in not too 'ﬁ

distant a future and thanking you in advance for your kind
assistance in this matter, I remain, i\

Sincerely yours,

f For the Ambassador of Switzerland

(M. Hartenbach)

Enecl.

Kopie an Victorinox, 6438 Ibach
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List of supporting evidence herewith enclosed:

Enclosures

A,

#E

Sample ef a counterfeited Swiss Army knife,
presently available on the Swedish market.

 Brochure: "A History of the Swiss Army Knife",

depleting a counterfeited knife bearing the
Swiss Coat of Arms.

Brochure: "A History of the Swiss Army Knife"
depicting a counterfeited knife bearing a star
like emblem. In all other aspects, this brochure
is similar to Enclosure B.

Please note that on the back cover appear the
worda PRINTED IN JAPAN.

Copy of a letter from the Japan Export Cutlery
Industrial Association dated July 22, 1977, in
which the Association:

- declares having a elear knowledge of the
features of the "Swiss Emblem”

Please note the similarity of the latter's
drawing with the Swiss Coat of Arms appearing
on Enclosure Bl

- deeclares that the advertizing material is
printed by the buyer's side

Please note that this assertion is highly
unlikely, since at least some of the brochures,
which have appeared on various unrelated over-
seas markets, bear the words "Printed in Japan”
(Enclosure c5.

Copy of a letter from the Japan Export Cutlery
Industrial Association dated September 8, 1977,
in which the Association

-~ declares that the Association is controlling
all exports of cutlery from Japan.

- declares that the mark in question (i.e. a cross
in a eirele) will be replaced by some other sign.

./l


http://dodis.ch/60144

Copy of a letter from the Japan Export Cutlery
Industrial Association dated July 11, 1978, in
which the Assoclation:

-~ declares having checked "the quantity of rest
orders to he shipped which feature a similar
logo to that used by Vietorinox and provides
said data to Vietorinocx.

- trusts that thereafter the mark in question
shall never again be used by the Association's
members.

Copy of a letter the Swiss Embassy has addressed
to the Export Cutlery Association on November 19,
1981, and in which the Embassy:

- requests the Association to give information
on whether counterfeited pocket knives bearing
close ressemblence to those made by Vietorinox
are indeed produced in Japan.

dopy of the Association's answer, dated December 1,

1981, to the Embassy's letter mentioned under G,
and in which the Association:

- asserts that the advertising material mentioned
in the Embassy's letter was printed by overseas
buyers and that the Association has ne control
over such material.

- asserts that the mark ressembling Victorinox's

logo is no longer used by Japanegse nanufacturers.

Copy of a letter the Swiss Embassy sent to the
Export Cutlery Association on July 28, 1982, and
in which the Embassy:

- requests the Association to provide information
on the number of controversial pocket knives
possibly remaining in the inventories of its
members. '

Copy of the Association's answer, dated August 5,
1982, to the Embassy's letter mentioned under I,
and in which the Association:

- asserts that no knives bearing marks consisting
of a cress in a ecircle are being manufactured.

- does not deéem it necessary to answer to the
Embassy's specific request concerning possible
remaining inventories of said pocket knives.

./.

dodis.ch/60144


http://dodis.ch/60144

A

Copy of a letter the Swiss Embassy sent to the
Export Cutlery Association on August 11, 1982,
and in which the Embasay:

- renews its request to the Association for
information concerning possible remaining
inventories of said pocket knives.

Copy of the Association's answer, dated August 20,
1982, to the Embassy's letter mentioned under K,
and in which the Association:

- asserts that no mark consisting of a c¢ross in
a eircle is being used by its members.

- asserts that the Asseciation has no coercive
power on its members and that it is not informed
about the nature of the exports of its members.

Please note that this statement dees not seem
consistent with the contents of the Association's
letter to Viectorinox dated September 8, 1977
(Enclosure E).

- asserts that it is in no poesition to provide the
requested information concerning its members'
inventories,

Please note that this statement is contradicted

by the fact that in its letter dated July 11, 1978,
the Association was in a position to give Victorinox
precise data pertaining to the inventories of its
members (Enclosure F).

dodis.ch/60144
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IDLSTRIAL ASSGCIATION

i SERL CITY. GIFLL AP

Victorinox Cutlery Compeny, Seki: July 22nd 1977
CH-6438 Ibach-Schwyz, Switzerland /)

e e

Att: Mr.Y.Ehrlsr _
it

Wo have received your letter of 5th inmst. with our careful
attention.

1) We cennot understund why your assertion has been changed
so simply from "KED CROSS" to "SWISS EMBLEM".

2) We have checked on "SWISS EMSLEM" at our Government and
become clear the same are as follows;

lted X
(4) (bﬂ‘

Silver Sidver

The mark on the pocket knife is quite different from
"SWISS EMBLEM". "Cross in Circla" or "Cross in Squera"
is very popular in Japan as a family crest. If you want
to sssert "SWISS EMBLEM", you should chenge your mark just
as abova A or B.

3) Frankly speaking, Jupanese pocket knives hevc been belng
produced undar the buyer's order &nd put the mark at the
buyer's instruction. As to advertizing, we colt know i
211 sbout the contents oacausg they ars printed by tuyer's
side. Ve think there are no provlem to sell tha wercnandise
culling as "Jupunese typo", "German type" or "Swiss type".

Anyway, ve regrst very much that your letter is of blema end
protest to our industry from beginning to end. You shoule asx
us politely and peacefully if you wish to be not used the mark.

truly yours,
JAPAN EXPFPORT
INDUSTRJAL ASS
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| JAPAN EXPORT CUTLER)

INDUSTRIAL ASSOCLATION
RTR SERL (1Y GIFL P
Messrs.Victorincx Cutlery Company Sept. 7, 1977

C'i—£/43% Ibach-Schwyz,
Switzerland

Deur Mr.A{.Enrler

.
A

~e have received your lettsr of 23th ult., the coatents
of which huve hud our cureful uttuntion.

wu, of course, uaderstand v r situstion from the firat
hut your previous lettars ;uve us vary ded imprezsion
ead ulso we could not TECOKiIl2e your muark «s "Red Crose™
or "Cwiss mblem®.

~% Nave Law ;leusure, now, ty imform you that ww will
$and our comrents to «ll of cur muzdsrs in order to protect
the mark on Red hundled pocket knife

| - i %
[| t Jease rely on our Arsociatlon et we are controlling all

—><&— || of export cutlery in Japan and repluced your mark by some
(. 20.5.32 . others.

truly yours,

JAPAN EXPCRT €
o IA.. ASSOC
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ﬁa*\ JAPAN EXPORT CUTLERY
s INDUSTRIAL ASSOCLATION
e SR CITY. GIEL AP
Messre. Victorinox Cutlery Company July. 11, 1978
CH-643% Ibach-Schwyz,
Switzerland

Dear Mr. X. Ehrler

We have received your letter of 3rd -inst., in which have had
our cereful attentions.

As informed you in our letter of Sept. 8, 1977, we sent our
message to all of our members to protect your logo as business
moral. '

It was our best cooperation for you and after that our members
are accepting new orders with other logo. However, we are
not in & position to siop the production on orders already in
their hand because we don'trecognize your logo as "Red Cross®
or "Swiss Emblem". (Flease refer to our letter of July. 22,

189775

We have checked to day the quantity of rest of orders to be
shipped herein after with same as your logo end it is about
500dozen yet. After. the shipment of a.m. 500doz, we trust
all of our members never use your logo on our Pocket Knives.

truly yours,

% — ‘g B[R] l!"'t
APAN EXPOC AT
JEE AL ASSHEATIDY
|NDUST
¥
- —
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November 19, 1981

' A2
225.6FHA/lu
f! »
' Japan Export Cutlery

Association

4-6 Heiwa-dori
Seki City

Gifu Pref. 501-32

Dear Sirs,

Please allow me the liberty to draw your kind
attention on the following matter :

A Swiss producer of "Swiss Army Knives" of very
long standing and high repute has recently informed me
that his products, i.e. multibladed pocket knives
featuring red handles with a distinctive mark in the
shape of a Swiss cross on a red field, are being con-
fronted on various foreign markets with similar products
featurins a closely ressembling distinctive mark likely
to mislead prospective customers as to the true origin
of the product involved.

The enclosed sales promotion material pertaining
to the pocket knives (Swiss army style knives) of non-
Swiss make give a good description of the product and
the distinctive mark it features. It is also interesting
to note that identical sales promotion material is being
used in places as far apart as Sydney and lelbourne in
Australia, and Philadelphia in the United States of
America.

The aforementioned Swiss producer of "Swiss Army
Knives" maintains that the "Swiss Army Style" knives
advertised in the enclosed material are produced in Japan.
A close examination of the engraving found on the main
blade of the pocket knife as pictured on enclosure 4
("A History of the Swiss Army Knive") seems to corroborate
this statement.

ol
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As I presume that your esteemed Associatien has a
good insight into the export of cutlery produced in
Japan, I would be very grateful if you would kindly inform
me whether pocket knives as shown on the enclosed adverti-
sements are indeed produced in Japan for foreign customers
and, possibly, for domestic consumption as well.

I would also greatly appreciate it if you could please
let me know whether the Japanese cutlery manufacturers do
customarily fill in orders for items featuring distinctive
marks which are identical to, or closely resembling the
Swiss cross on red background as depicted on said advertisements.

Thanking you in advance for your kind cooperation in
this matter and looking forward to your reply, I remain,

Yours Sincerely,

The Ambassador of Switzerland

F. R. Staehelin

Enecl. :ment.
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Letter dated December 1st, 1981

To - Mr. F.R. Staehelin
Ambassador of Switzerland in Tokyo

From : Mr. Akira HASEGAWA
Managing Director
Japan Export Cutlery Industrial Association
b-6, Heiwa-dori, Seki City,
Gifu Pref.

Your Excellency,

We have received your letter dated November 19th, 1981 regarding
Swiss Army Knives.

We have already heard about this matter before through letters from
the Swiss maker VICTORINOX. We gave strong warnings to all member
companies of our Association, and have been trying to make sure
that no trouble should occur.

Immediately after receiving your letter, we made an investigation
on the actual state of affairs. Following is the result of our
investigation which may answer your inquiry

1. Printed material

The enclosed material 1,2,3 and 4 that you sent us was actually
printed and used by (overseas) buyers to which products were
exported. Accordingly our Association has no control over such
sales promotion materials.

2. Mark

We have been giving warnings as well as guidance to all member
companies of our Association so that they will not use any mark
similar to the mark used by VICTORINOX.

The mark appearing in your enclosures may have been used for a
time, but it is not used now.

In this connection, we would like you to note that all Japanese
exports of pocket knives are subject to export inspection, and that
Just the other day we requested once again the Japan Metal Table Ware
Inspection Association (which conducts the export inspection) to
notify us immediately when they find a mark which is likely to cause
trouble..

Respectfully yours,
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sd .
225.6FHA/1u Tokyo, July 28, 1982

Mr. Akira Hasegawa
Managing Director
Japan Export Cutlery
Industrial Association
4-6 Heiwa-dori

Seki City

Gifu Pref. 501-3%2

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your kind letter dated
December 1lst, 1981, in which you have informed me
that your esteemed Association had enjoined its mem-
bers to refrain from making use of any mark similar to
the mark used by the Swiss firm VICTORINOX..I take it
that this also includes the renunciation to use any
sign or mark which would bear a close similarity to
the Swiss cross on a red field.

I should like to state herewith that I thoroughly
appreciate your kind cooperation in this matter.

I am however troubled by the fact that VICTORINOX
seems not yet to be fully satisfied with the new state
of affairs. Said company maintains that there have still
begn instances this year where Japanese manufactured
pocxe* knives bearing a great similarity with its own
products have been offered for sale, notably on the US
market.

I would greatly appreciate it if you would kindly
inform me of the quantity of such knives still remaining
in the inventories of your members, and of the size of
order backlogs and old committments which remain to be
fulfihlled by the manufacturers.

ol s u
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I would also be very grateful if you would please
provide me, together with said statisties, with
accurate description of the sorts of pocket knives
and the marks they bear which you shall have in¢luded
in your count.

Thanking you once again for your kind assistance
in this matter and looking forward to your information,
I remain,

Yours sincerely,

The Ambassador of Switzerland

F. R. Staehelin

dodis.ch/60144
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Translation : kk{gﬁ?lu

Letter dated August 5, 1982

To : Mr. F.R. Staehelin
mbassador of Switzerland in Tokyo

From : Mr. Akira HASEGAWA
“lanaging Director
Japan Export Cutlery Industrial Association
4-6 iHeiwa-dori, Seki City, Gifu Pref.

Sir,

we have received your letter dated July 28 concerning the mark
used by Victorinox. -

Partly because of requests from the Swiss firm, we have
instructed every member company of our association to refrain
fromn usins the same mark as the "cross in circle”. Consequently,
10 identiczl marik is used at present.

Je have also warned member companies not to use any mark
wnich seems to bear a similarity. Practically, however, it is
inpossible for us to bring clear judement on whether a mark has a
similarity or not.

At any rate, we think that this problem can all be solved if
VICTORINOX gets jits "eross in circle'registered as a trademark
in Japan. OﬂEE"E“Eﬁ?E*IE#;egistared and granted a trademark
right, it will be legally protected against the use/gf’éfyark
identical with or similar to it. : PRl

Mpr., Sato of Sanpo Shoji X.X. in Tokyo once visited our asso-
ciation about this matter on the request of VECTORINOX, when we
suggested to him-that the mark used by the Swiss firm should
be registered as a trademark. But Mr. Sato told us that it had
already been registered. Then we requested him to let us have a
copy of the official statement of repgistration in the Trademark
Gazette. Since then, however, we have had no word from !lr. Sato,
30 it still remains unknown to us whether the mark is registered
in Japan or not.

Therefore we would like to ask you to tell VICTORINOX to let
us have a copy of the official statement of recistration in the
Tradenark Gazette or let us know the registration number promptly,
if the "eross in circle” is registered as a trademark in Japan.

',.
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If the "eross in circle” is not registered in Japan,
it means that ¥r. Sato told us a falsehood. If so, 1t
would really be a matter SBor regret, even taking into account
¥Mr. Sato's stand as the proxy for VICTORINOX. We also think
it improper that the Swiss company presses 1ts own arguments
on the bazis of its one-side judgment on similarity.

Anyway, we earnestly hope that VICTORINOX will promptly
take steps to get the mark registered as a trademark. Only
after the mark is registered in Japan, it would be possible for our
association to consult the Patent Office of Japan about the
scope of 3imilarity and give proper guidance to member
companies of our association, thereby attending any further
requests from VICTORINOX for our actions on supposedly
similar marks. In such cases, too, the Swiss firm would not
be allowed to persist in its own opinion on similarity against
the use of a mark which may be legally considered outside the
scope of similarity. '

Respectfully yours,


http://dodis.ch/60144

bl LT € vt B
{ ;

T A
H3%\ g 2w 57. 8. 5
24X XN BR RERBTFAIE)4TE 6K
29-~y XADE - AR TR
, THEF )] 2

Vil

TH28 8K 4% EF P L.

VICTOR/ Nox #2 < —7 o A%

ﬂ%—]%\;)ﬁ L}LT)’&‘ VICToRINOXx#E -p\\"gn}??,ﬁ

1%H). 70z Ay A-rwg v W27 R AFR LG

£y b Y A R weLilh LXE . SR

1 Ao =215 RCAEH bt w IR A

:{%W -7 oty _7%%7"3""935 i%?‘%‘%%‘l’z e

g g B E9 = shus £RAY T € b B

Lt§w eor o VHZE ©§ FIB £ T8 30 )8 FIRE

T Hn3q.

A Ar Le b %01, vicTe RINOX oY Moz 42

F-rnvi o Ao w-7 & BF o B 3% L AR e

ebY foet %L v Badat %237

MIZ Bohh 2218 g R vy W

o8 D ER. 4o FEALFM o Lok,

5

[ T : ) —
AAGB A TEXEAE

dodis.ch/60144


http://dodis.ch/60144

dodis.ch/60144

5 10 : 15

M Aby AZEEETEE) o 1= A Bk en
SOF KR _

%

T T% mgmRhat (3F) o MK R ev
UleToRINox 32 0 438 € Z . S5 - 7T
o D £ 9 - 4 IR AT
Id e % \"f LEY T BHY 35" Y AR %f’é_‘é&ﬁ
S MR EARE AT S v % bk 48K
oy GEICEE v FRLEUD VD Vo 3B 3\
SLt. LBl o fh. A 0 SFAE L IR R\
UIETORINOX 3¢ & = -7 % FET R g
Ao et [k vH o 3 T 7.

Trpz 4y y-7va we BE « I %}i} T
b Pk, Bk, e STITERR O 2
b FIZE AR HE 2 gl ~ TRAR
4 5> VICToRJNOX LA ks dg. 2 T B

Tz Ay F-2/a oY BEC HfE Skt vt oot

s o ALK sake 3 B% £ Wrnt
e ):=Fiy. VICToRINOX #F KFEA eI 22
’%%X‘ B PR o 5;_»_3_?{ SL vieToRINoX Fr
o Ab o ~ %99 1S $8 4 P & © xE
€ 238 Jr:v )1 AF “FH>e %337

5

F——
AAMEAMTRESR


http://dodis.ch/60144

e B3 el VICTO RINex Je o XY

NF Mg AL s n e v BN E LT

Yotz FiVIOTo RINDX 3¢ oY FH &4

~-7 RT3 B o b8 9E3TA

ry BB o FH R A 0 w0 f; K

¥ ¥y, BT v @l 353 et e}

T, 2o 7Hh T Y. VIeTo RjNoX

TR IR IR A %l[ @1’ - %@ L e % "a%d)'z.“?l;

3o eb e ¥4 4 %@ﬁ;’ o be 1z 3L I

AT e FH Iryren Fretelo.

N 2

— e —
AR AW TREE

e

dodis.ch/60144


http://dodis.ch/60144

Auzust 11, 1982 dodis.ch/60144

(&)

225.613d2-BAf1u

Mr, Akira Hasepawa

Manacing Director

Japan Fxport Cutlery
Tndustrial Association

4-5 Heiwa-dori

Sekki City, Gifu Pref. 501-32

Dear Sir,

This is to ‘acknowledge good receipt of your letter dated
Aupust 5, 1982, and to inform you that the peints you raised
therein will be given our careful consideration.

From your lines, I gather that in the opinion of the Japan
Export Cutlery Industrial Association, the problems existing
between certain product lines of its members and the Swiss
producer of pocket knives VICTORINOCX is one involvingz the
question of trade-mark registration or non-repistration in
Japan. The fact, however, that for instence the U3 Customs
Service has ruled in 1981 that 3wiss Army type:iknives bearing
the Swisz Coat of Arms and made in countries other thgn sewilBasl and
are prohibited entry into the United States pursuant to the
relevant U0 Customs Re~ulations seems at least to suggest that
gquastions other than the strict lexitimacy of trade-marks might
be thJj"*u z3 well, provided of course that some of the zoods
fallin: under said provision of the US Customs service originated
in Japan.

In your letter you express the opinion that it would be improper
for a Suiss company to press its own arruments in this case on
the basis of iig one-sided judgment on the similarity of products
from different makers. It was precisely in order to zet a
balanced knowledge of this matter and the products involved

that in my letter dated July 28, 19282, I kindly requested your
assistance in providing me with objective information concerning
the description and the number of the remaining: pocket knives
waich had been produced by the Association's members and the
production of which thex were enjoined to discontinue by the
Association,

I an convineed thet you realize it would be difficult for me

to understand if your esteemed Association  -should decide
to withhold the requested information, since I trust that

als
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all parties involved are eagerly seeking a speedy settlenent
of this matter in the spirit of frank cooperation and in a
manner satisfactory to all interests concerned.

Yours sincerely,

Fi

‘The Chargé dtaffaires a.i. of Switzerland

Zrwin Schurtenbercer
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Seki, le 20 aofit 1982

de: HASEGAWA, Akira
Directeur,
Nipnon Yushutsu Hamono Kogyo Kthqi
(Société coopérative des exportpienrs de =z ak
coutenux) date | D

h vizd o .J
3 Son Excellence Vonsieur ST .EHELINE

Ambassadeur de Suicsse | 20 ﬂﬁﬁ]ﬁﬁm
réf. 2255 lsd 2

Monsieur 1'Ambnassadeur,

J'oi 1'rarneur d'accuser récention fe sobtre lotire
Au 11 soft 1082, Wiznt dornné les vacances d'été, je viens
de 1z recevoir et je m'excuse vivement d'étre tard de vous

ondre

\‘.D\
o]

r

Re: Maroue de 1a Société VICTORINOX

kn ce gui concerne la marque orécité, ie vous envoie sous ce nli,
pour votre information, une copie de 12 lettre adressée aux mem-
bres de ls Société coovérative des exportateurs de couteaux.
Notre société attire toujours par écrit l'attention des membres

afin cu'ils puissent éviter de difficultés. La marcue de croix

encadrée d'un rond de 1la Socidté VICTORINOX n'est actuellement

pas utilisée.

T R T R T | - - I ” - . , .
12 lettre de 1a Société coopérative a la capacité d'informer les

membres mais pas de force coev01tive. Qusnt 8 la margue simi-

laire de VICTORINCX, il est fres difficile de juger la similitude.
Nous n'avons qu'd aviser aux membres de ne pas se méler dans de
pareils problémes. %

Comme je vous ai expliqué dans ma lettre précédente, la meilleure

solution est en ce cas 1i gue 1a Sté VICTORINOX dépose sa margue

dans le Japon. Si elle déposait sa margue, le droit de sa marqgue

sera réglementairement défendu et quant & 1'analogie ou simili-

tude, notre société pourra dire Fux membres selon le conseil de

110ffice national de 1la Propriété industrielle de ne pas contre-
faire le droit de marque.

En ce qui concerne ltexportation, comme vous Savez, c'est chacun
de membres Qui s'en occupe donc notre société n'en est nas 2u

courant. Notre société est par conséquent incapable de répondre
. por votre lettre du 28 juillet,
4 votre demande/de contrdler le nombre de commandes en suspens

“

et nue nous ne sommes p28 en situntion de distinmmer lesquelles

des marnues sont celles en cuestion.
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Nous sommes bien au courant de ze au'on f=2it & 12 dou=ne améri-
caine: l'ovrinion américaine et des mesures prises relatives aux
affaires douaniéres. Quant a 1l'exportation sux Etat Unis, nos
membres prennent contzact avec la douane américaine nar l'inter-
médiaire de leurs importateurs américains., Ils utilisent les
marcves qui ne causeront pas de probleémes.
Aprds avoir recu la demande VICTORINOX, notre société coopérative
n fait tous ce qu'elle pouvait et elle n'épargnera p s efforts
c

ire et
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nonr résoudre la question pourtant il y =
ce ou'elle ne peut pas faire.
Quant au probléme de la Société VICTORINOX, je vous ceonseille que

cette dernidre dénose sa marque dans le Japon.
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