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November 26, 1992

Appeal for peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina

- Here in a country of peace, freedom and well-being, at the initiative and under the auspices of

the Appeal of Conscience Foundation and thanks to the hospitality of the Swiss Government,
having received messages of solidarity and support from the President of Swiss Confederation
tr. René Felber, from the Secretary General of the United Nations, Mr. Boutros Boutros Ghali, the
President of the United States. Mr. George Bush, the Co-President of the Genewva Conference on
Former Yugoslavia, Mr. Cyrus Vance, the special rapporteur of the UN Human Rights
Commission, Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki, and Mr. Douglas Hurd, Secretary of State for Foreign
and Cammonwealth Affairs of the United Klngdom we have met in common faith in God, the
Creator and Benefactor of all people and all natlons

In our common hope in God's love and aid, we express the deepest concern for the further fate of
our cangregations and of all our people, traglcally involved in the most brutal and inhuman war in
their sad histary.

In the name of our spiritual and moral responsibility, in the name of the Islamic Community, the
Serbian Orthodox Church and the Croatian Roman Catholic Church, but above all in the name of
God's justice and love, in the name of dignity of bath, the human being and the human community
— taught by the Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christians on the basis of the holy Bible, by
Moslems on the basis of the Koran —we unhanirnously and in total unison, launch this appeal. for
peace, this cry o God and to men, this cry of suffering and hope from the bottom of our souls. e
are addressing this appeal in the first place to all the faithful in Bosnia and Herzegovina. to
Orthodox Christians, Roman Catholics and hMoslems, and to all political leaders &nd all our
unfortunate people, Serbs, Croats and Moslems. :

The evil has surpassed all bounds and the suffeting is indiscribable. That is why we do not beg
or implore, but in God's name and justice, in the name of humanity and survival of everyone, we
~demand the immediate. unconditional and irrevocable end of the war, the re-establishment of
- peace and the renewal of dialogue, as the only method of salving exqstmg nat10nal and political
problems. .

We address ourselves to all international organisations, to the whole international community, to
all countries and all people of goodwill with the request ta use all their influence and all morally
justifiable means in order to make further appeals like this one unnecessary.
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Our demand for ending the war and building peace has a giaha-l character and here we mention
anly its most important and urgent concrete dimensions: - -

1. All fighting and bloadshed must stop immediately and negohaﬂonq must begm at once in
order to arrive at just solutions.

2. Humanitarian assistance must be guaranteed and we pledge to justly distribute to all victims
such assistance, to be channeled through religious communities and humanitarian
organizations, regardless of faith or persuasion.

3. All war prisoners, civil detainees and hostages ‘must be freed immediately and
uncanditionally and all prisoner camps and illegal prisons must be closed.

4. Animmediate end must be putto the inhuman practice of ethnic cleansing.

5. We demand that all refugees and displaced persons must be helped to return to their native
cities and villages — meanwhile and until conditions for their return become possible — all
governments are asked provisionally to receive the refugees. Those who remain in Bosnia
and Herzegovina must be able to live in protected and secure areas.

6. The destruction of homes and material goods and those edifices belonging to the cultural
heritage of the afflicted region must end now. as well as the blasphemous and senseless
destruction of holy places of worship and other sacred sites.

- 7. Allreligious personalities and employees of religious organizations must be freed from illegal

-detention and all persecuted clerics and religious employees must be permitted to contact.

their flocks and freely perform their religious duties.

8. We emphatically state that this is not a religious war, and that the characterization of this tragic

conflict as a religious war and the misuse of all religious symbaols used with ihe aim to further
hatred, mustbe proscribed and is condemned.

Only if we all address ourselves to God and if we serve him with all our energy, can we be good
neighbours and friends to each aother, and even more than that— brothers.

We call all our congregations to commaon prayer on December 23, 1992, to demonstrate our
complete solidarity with all individuals and peaple of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as all
ather afflicted people in former Yugoslavia.

A standing Cummittee “Conscience in Action" has been established and authorized to meet an
short notice in order to monitor all the activiies mentioned above, to call for strong action
whenever necessary and to make recommendations to the signatories of this document.

~ We unanimously and with the greatest indignation condemn all crimes committed in this war and
we distance ourselves from all those whe Commﬂ such crimes, regardless of their nationality and
religion.
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wWe declare emphatically and with all our vigor:
Crime in the name of relig]dh is the greatest crime against religion.

All torture and massacres provoke horror and shame, but nothing provokes it more than
the criminal and inhuman treatment of women and young girls and even children, and
we condemn such harrors. %

\We propose the altemative to hatred, destruction, pogroms and inhumanity, an
altermnative worthy of men and of our faith in God: it is peace, justice. the dignity of the
human being, tolerance and reconciliation — in one word — love for mankind for all time
and etemity.
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His Holiness Patriarch Pavie : H.E. al-tGj) Jakub efendiSelimaski
Rais Ulema. - '

¥ g /f_,] = .
+ |7 D L,_;/*r{; ; f K bl /wz/y)‘:_,, el
H.E. The Most Reverend Vinko Puljic ~ Rabhi Arthur Schneier
Archbishop and Metropolitan : President Appeal of Conscience

of Sarajevo ; : Foundation
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POLITISCHE ABTEILUNG I Bern, 27. November 1992
p.B.73.Youg.0.-NB/MM

NOTIZ AN: - Sekretariat Departementschef
- Staatssekretir Kellenberger
- Politisches Sekretariat
- Politische Abteilung III
- Koordinator fiir internationale Fliichtlingsfragen
- DEH - HNH / SKH

Appell der religiosen Wiirdentriager des ehemaligen Jugoslawiens

In der Beilage iibermitteln wir Ihnen eine Kopie dieses Aufrufs.

Er wurde in Anwesenheit von Bundesprisident Felber am 26. November 1992 in
Bern durch Patriarch Pavle fiir die serbisch-orthodoxe Kirche, durch Vinko Puljic,
Erzbischof von Sarajevo fiir die katholische Kirche und durch Reis-Ul-Ulema Se-
limoski fiir die islamische Glaubensgemeinschaft unterzeichnet. Als Vierter unter-
zeichnete Rabbi Schneier als Vertreter der das Zusammentreffen initiierenden ame-
rikanischen Stiftung das Dokument.

Fiir weitergehende Berichterstattung verweisen wir auf Kurzbericht im Wochen-
telex vom 1. Dezember 1992.

Politische Abteilung I

Qf-)u \1
oG N -
\j\ Kopie (mit Beilage):

- SIN
- RIA
- WOK
-LB
-FM / AM
- NB
- THU
- PFD
- Botschaft Belgrad
- Botschaft Zagreb
- Mission Genf
- Mission Briissel
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