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tionaler Unabﬁéngigkeit fahlt dés Irischeé Volk, K dass ea:ﬁié-
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Bedeutung nat,

Bine-de? Altesten Nationen'huropas, ist Irlend die letzte,

s &


http://dodis.ch/63651

W

'Glﬁek ”1ﬂer kle 1qeren ﬂationan den Velt« tief berﬁhft.fEs 18t
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wurde. Die’ FPl dsallgkqlt o, tharden auf: 610 feierllche "eraore"

dung,aln “*ﬂbestmllt ﬁdss die nﬁtionﬂTe qelbqthostxmrUng zuﬂ

ﬁrundprinzip der inte nat*Onﬁlpﬁ hDrml gemdnhu weru en: sollte,

una exn Volxerbw d‘le Beg Endat wdrd en, der ule xntegrlt&t

aller selner.ultgliedbtatten garmnuie*t aer Zrogsen” und kle kF

-der alten'und meuen.' Dae zur Trage st enwnde moralische Przn—l AL

“zip sber aleiot ohine 1este Terléuﬂg. enn kelne brossmacnt hat

Au“ch die frerwillige Be relun* einer unterworfenen Rasse oe=*'_

wiesen, dage, siP eg sich zu eigen maohm. Der Prledensvertrag

" sund ‘der Volkeround ‘registrieren nur. "falts accomplia"' die aus—

geren Ergehnlase cines Kriegs, in dem vier grosse Relohe aufge—

lost worden ginds Und dabei vorlmtzten sie gogaer'in elnlgen

‘Einzelheitenadén Grundeatz der uelbetbesulmnuﬂg, um struteglache'

Anf’Pru ne A bS sankt*oniﬂren.

Der Fall Irlanﬁa und Banglands erft diese moralischp Frage

in der klarsten und am besten umschripbbnen Torm aufe. Eeqn eg

in éinsem Falle Hahpi bleiben gollte, dass das StrategleHG

Interesse - nder vermelntlloho bterGHlSChe Interesse- elnéﬁW
starkén Staats die im tibrigen undngezweifelten autionalen
Rechte eines schwachen Stastes aufhebt und derm Starkern das
Recht verleiht, {iber den Bchwdehern zu herrschen, wie England
jetzt Irland beherrscht; unter einem System driickender milité=

prischer Repression,die bis zur Aufhebung aller Blirgerrechte

selit; dann;isvies fiiy alle kleinen Nationen Furopas, mit In=
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wenpifT der Gohweiz, eine ernste Frage, ob sie mit diegem Bei=
hegt

gpiel vor Augen; tatelchlich irgend eine Garantie gegen kinftige

Annrszﬂ duren eimen machtigen Nachvar haben und ob der Weltfrie
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Confidential.

Proposal for the establishment of a Swiss Oonsulate
in Dublin.

The Government of the Irish Republic suggests that it would be

of great mutual advantage to Switzerland and to Ireland if the
Swiss Government were to establish a Consulate in Dublin.
France Italy and the United States have Consulates in Ireland
and the addition of a Swiss Consulate would be welcomed by

Dublin citizens and the whole Irish people.

The direct commercial interests of Switzerland in Ireland
may at present be small, but commerce between the two countries
would undoubtedly be stimulated by an official Swiss agency
for collecting information and promoting trade.

Swiss citizens residing or travelling in Ireland would
also derive advantage from a Consulate.

It is also felt that the step proposed may be justified
by political conmsiderations of a weighty kind. Through a

Consulate the Swiss Government would be able to observe and
{ form an independent judgement upon the struggle, now in a very
| critical phase, between the Irish peoplehgﬁawgﬁe British
Government.

In their effort to win the recognition of their national
independence, the Irish people feel that they deserve the
sympathy of the Swiss people, whose own struggle for freedom
in the past has been an inspiration to all repressed nation-
alities. But their representatives are anxious at the same
time that the Swiss Government, together with all European
fGovernments, should teke every opportunity that arises of
‘obtaining accurate and authoritative information about events
in Ireland, where the-issue at stake is no;:;erely local
interest but of grave international importance.

One of the most ancient of the nations of Europe, Ireland
is the last -or nearly the last~ to rema%ﬁﬁ}ﬁm?gfgygggwggg;

/ e
jection to a great power. She is asserting her right to inde-
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pendence on racial, historic and democratic grounds. England

is refusing it on strategic and military grounds. Here is an
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igsue which profoundly affeots the security and happiness of
all the smaller nations of the worlds It is the issue out of
which the recent war originated and to decide which the war,
ostensibly, was fought. Hostilities oceased upon the solemn
understanding that national self-determination should be made
the basic ﬁrinciple of iﬁternatioﬁal morality, and a League

of Nations has been fdrmed guaranteeing the integrity of all
its member States, great and small, old and new. But the

moral principle at stake remains unsettled. For no great power
has given proof of accepting it by the voluntary liberation
of a subject race. The Treaty and the League do but register
falts accomplis; the physical results of a war in which four
great Empires have been dissolved. And even in so doing they
violate in somse particulars the ?ring;pla'of self~determination,
in order to sanction stragégic claims.

The case of Ireland and England raises the moral issue
in its clearest and most definite form. If it be upheld in
this case that the strategic interests -or supposed strategic =
interests~ of a strong State annul the otherwise unquestioned
national rights of a weak State and entitle the stronger kXks to
rule the wesker, as England is now ruling Ireland, uﬁder a,
system of stringent military repression, extending to the
abolition of all civil liberty; then it is a grave question for
all the small nations of Europe, Switzerland included, whether,
with this example before them they actually poéaess any guaran=—
tee in the future against aggression by amg powerful neighbour,
and whether the peace of the world is in any degree safer now
than heretofore.

If the League of Nations is to be a permanent force for
good, it must come to a definite and final decision upon this
great issue of internatidnal justice. Should the case of
Ireland come before the League, the opportunity for a decision
would arise, and it is of the highest importance that full

material for a judgement should be available. £
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In view of all these considerations the Irish Republican

jGovernment expresses the hope that the Swiss Government will

gsee itsway to the eg_t_ab.l.ishment of 8 Gorll:sulat.e. 1n Ireland.
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