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Empfdnger: EDI: Bundesarchiv, Herrn Direktor Christoph Graf

EDA: - DVA, Herrn Direktor Johann Bucher und lerrn
Vizedirektor Kurt H®chner,
Sicherheitsbeauftragter

- Politische Direktion (z.K.)
~ Presse und Information (z.K.,)
- Telegrammdienst (z.K.)

Gegenstand: "The magic intercepts" und der schweizerigche
diplomatische Telegrammverkehr im Jahr 1945

Die Vereinigten Staaten haben, wie dieser Tage aus Presseberichten
bekanntgeworden ist (Beilagen), wdhrend ‘des letzten Weltkriegs
nicht nur die Kommunikationen von Feindstaaten, sondern, was kaunm
Uberrascht, auch von alliierten oder neutralen Lindern abgefangen.
Die noch heute flr die technische Nachrichtenbeschaffung zusténdige
National Security Agency (NSA) hat schon vor geraumer Yeit die
Akten, welche ehemalige Feindstaaten betreffen, zur Verdffentli-
chung freigegeben, Diejenigen, welche Kommunikationen anderer
Ladnder zum Gegenstand haben, wurden jedoch bis vor Kurzem weiterhin
als "top secret" klassifiziert, Eine private Forschunginstitution,
das Institute for Policy S8tudies (IPS), hat nun kiirzlich mittels
eines CGerichtsverfahrens unter dJ&er Freedom of information act
erreicht, dass die NSA auch diejenigen "Magic intercepts", welche
den Drittstaatenverkehr betreffen, freigeben musste. Es handelt
sich um ungefdhr 900 Seiten in Form von "Magic" diplomatic
summaries aus der Periode Januar bis August 1945, alsc bis zur
japanischen Kapitulation. Natlirlich sind die Kommunikationen auch
vorher und nachher abgehOrt worden, aber das IPS war ausschliess-
lich am erwdhnten Zeitraum interessiert.

Mein Mitarbeiter Vogelsanger hat aufgrund der erwdhnten Prosse-
bericht mit dem zustdndigen, Forscher am Institut, Herrn Sanho Tree,
Kontakt aufgenommen und gestern Kopien der die Schweiz betreffenden
Teile der "Magic intercepts" erhalten, welche auf dem Kurierweg ans
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Bundesarchiv ibermittelt werden. Die Schweiz betreffend Teile
deutscher oder japanischer Kommunikationen waren im ibrigen bereits
bisher Offentlich zugénglich und Xk8nnen hier in den National
Archives von jedermann eingesehen werden.

Aus den jetzt freigegebenen Materialen geht hervor, dass dje
Amerikaner die Telegramme unserer Gesandtschaften in Tokio, Berlin,
und Washington, vermutlich der Vertretung in Chungking und mit
Sicherheit des EPD in Bern abgeh®rt und entziffert haben. Dariiber
hinaus wurden in Bern nicht nur Gesandtschaften von Feindstaaten,
sondern auch etwa von Argentinien und China, eines alliierten
Landes, abgehdrt. Im Mittelpunkt des Interesses fiir die Forschung
diirften die Berichte des Gesandten Gorgd in Tokio stehen, welcher
aus schwelzerischer Sicht den Endkampf des japanischen Reichs
schildert,

Un den Presse- und Informationsdienst des DA auf allf&llige
Anfragen von Journalisten vorzubereiten, weisen wir darauf hin,
dass auch ein in den USA lebender Korrespondent der SDA und
schweizerischer Zeitungen, Herr Reto Pieth, beim IPS Einblick in
die "Magic intercepts" erhalten hat und beabsichtigt, fiir die SDPA
einen Artikel zu schreiben.

DER SCHWEiZERISCHE GESCHAEFTSTRAEGER A,.I,

O g

0. Knapp

Beilagen: Presseberichte
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US. Spied o

Iy TIM WEINER
Spuclatio The New York Timos

WASHINGTON, Aug, 10 — The Upli-

el States spled on 118 World War 11
" allles, breaking thelr codos and intor-
cepting thelr scerel diplomatic com-
muniqués, newly declassitied docu-
ments ghow, : :

The decuments depiel an enorinous

and previously unknown Amerlcan In-
"telligence effort. The orlgins of the cold
war cin be seen, lké a pholograph
"bepinning to devolop, In the 800 pnRos
of Inlercepted communications from
. 1945 relensed fo n historlan gs & resull
of a lawsuit fHed apainsl the National
seeurlty Agency, the prineipal United
States survelllance and communica-
tHons:Intereeption apency,

F'or example, American intelligence
offlcers read the private communicn:
tons of the French Jeader, Gen,
Charles de Gnulle, They enme (o under
stand  France's fury ol President
IFranklin 1. Roosevell's refusal o supy
port Its wish (o rule Indochina, Aftor
Roosevelt dled, the United States gave
Its blessing to IFrance’s return to Indo
ching, In lnrﬁm part to win Frently
golldarity agalnst the Soviet Unlon,

The documents also show that the
United States had Information suggests
Ing that 1op membors of the Japanesd
Army were willlng to surrender mope
than threa monihs before the Unite
statas dropped atomic bombs on Hiro.
shima nnd Napasaki 48 years ago.

“Since the sltuation |5 elenrly recog-
nlzed W be hopeless, large sections of
the Inpanese urmed forces would hot
repard with disfavor an American re.
quest for capitulntion even if the {erms
were hard,'" a Germay diplomat to
ported to Berlin after talking with a
ranking Japanese naval officer on May
5 1045, three days before Germany
lisell surrendarod,

Passed Up Chaly of Commang

Unlted States “telliponce analysts
Wnderscored (his information as they
pussed I up the chalnof command, the
records show,

The question of whether the ntomic
hombs were necessery to end World
War I In the Paclfic j§ the subject of
unehding debate among historians
Many United States officinls bellevesd
(hat the alternatives were niom bombs
Im' nln ivaslon of the Japaneso paln
nnd,

"We anticlpated that we would have
Josses of 500,000 killed o1 wounded, and
the Japanese perhnps 10 {imes (hal
many," snid Andrew Goodprater, whe
i 1945 wnk © genernl concerned with

n Its Wor

| Chief of Statt, Gen, George €, Marshall.

M_ih

War II Allies

®

The historian who filed sult to obiain
(he documents. Is Gar Alperovitz, n
fellow at the Institute for Policy Stud-
leg In Washingion who has argued that
political conslderations overwhelmod
military imperatives In the declslon to
uge the atomic bomb,

"Hvery new fragment of pecret ine
formation supgests the Hiroshima de-
clslon was (olally imnnecessary," Mr,
Alperovity enid, “With the cold wa
over, it's high (Ime we cracked vpen nlj
the secrets thal have been kept from
the Amerienn people,”

For three yenrs the Nationaf Seeiw)-
ty Agency fought relense of those infer
cepls, which Mr, Alperovity, soupht un.
dor the Freodum of Information Act,
saylng thelr release would cause
“grave damage" to pationnl Recurity.

Long LIst of Natlons

Camille Branch, a representative of
the R.8.A, which conducts all of the

Was Japan ready
to quit before
Hiroshima?

=y

nation’s electronic eavesdropping, said
the dlsclorure reprosenied “'an yhysu-
ally large release” of Information by
the N.S.A,

The dociments, part of a aollection
Known n# the Magle intercepts, refloct
Amerlean epying on Belglum, Bollvia,
Bulgaria, Chile, Cliipsa, Colombla, Don:
mark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland,
France, Greeco, 1ran, laly, Liberla,
Luxembourg, Mexico, the Notherlands,
Norway, Paraguny, ’ert, Poland, Por-
tugnl, Saudl Arabla, Spain, Swhzo-
Innd, Syrin, Turkey, Uruguay, Venezuc:
la and Yugoslavig, ag well as on Gep-
many and Japan, in 1045,

Intelligence velerans sald it was naf-
tral that all nations spled as nssiduous:
Ir 48 possible on thelr allies as well i
thelr enemles, '

“It's an ald snylng: a nation does hof
have friends, It has Interests,” anid
Thomas Polgar, & 40-year veleran of
United Stater intelligonce, “You spy
wherever you have interests, Spying is
limlted only by the availability of re-
sources, If you have the resources lo dg
It, Bmu do If."

The communications of (wo major
wartline allles — Britain and the Sovioet

srategle pianning .under the Army

Unlon — are not representod b (he

intereepts selectively relensed by (he
N.S.A. But they do reveal thai the
United Sintes knew what the Soviels
were telling other countirles by rending
ambassadors' wartimeo communigudés,

"Stalln called nie fo (he Xremliy,"
the Mexleun Ambassidor to Moscow
reporied back to Mexlee Clly in Jumu
ary 1045, "American problems were
extenslvely discussed,” Stalin tool
#pecinl Interest in “the possiblities of
closer conperation between Mexleo and
the W.8.8.1R, niter the war,” the nmhns.
sadar reported, ;

By reading such cdmmunigués, (he
United States learned what the Soviots!
negotinting positions were for the divi!
slon of the postwar world, )

The dociiments also show that the
Untted Statos annlyzed the thoughts of
Lutin American diplomais to help de.
vise pnels plving Washinglon n free
hand to intervene In Latln Amerien.
while opposine shmilar Soviet spheree
of Influence in Zurope,

One tap revesls n Venezuclan diplo-
mal reporting to bis povernmoent on n
meeling with Assistunt Secretary of
Slate Nelson A, Rockefeller,

"Rockeleller communieated (o us
the nnxioty of the Unlted States Gov-
ernment about the Russinn attitnde,'
the Forelgn Minlster reported on Mnr
7, 1845, United States officinls, he safd,
were "heghning to spoak of Commn
psm as they once spoke of Nazlism,
and are Invoking continental solldarity
and hemispherie defense agalnst i1,

That solidapity was an American

foal I (he crention of the Uniied Na-
tons, nand in partieulsr n the deafting
of Article 51 of the Unlted Natlons
Chreler, which recopnlzed the pight ol
“eolleclive sell-defense” 11 was (he
legal basls Tor Ameriean inlervention
in the Korean War and the Persian
Gulf war,
LI Mny 1045, as the United Nutions
touk shape, the Unlied States knew the !
negotinting posilionz of nearly every
Imporiant member stale, the docn-
ments sbiow, That wis useful to two
men who read  the Magle Intercepts,
John J. MceCloy, the Asslstant Secre-
tary of War, and Henry Sthmson, the
Seereiary of War,

Mr. McCloy was deafting Artlele 51
in Mny 1045 when he telephoned Mr,
Stmson,

“1've been taking the position that
we ought {o be able to have onr coke .
and eat 1l oo, thal we ought {o be freo.
to aperate ander this roglonal arranpe:
ment In South Amerien, and af (he
same time inlervenc prmmnly In Fu-
ropo," Mt MeCloy sald to Mr. Stimaon,

according to bis blographer, Kni Ilrd.
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Papers detail U.S. spying
on its allies late in WWII

ASBOGIATED PNEBR

The United States spied on its al-
lies in the ¢losing months of World
War 11, intercepting diplomatic mes-
sages that deseribed everything
from French irritation with Amer-

fcan policy to Soviet overtures to

Mexieo, newly declassified doc-
uments show, :

The more than 800 pages of so-
callod “magic intercepts” detall
growing Amecrican concern about
&oviet expansion and the germina-
tion of an Intengive spying effort that
would eventually become a hallmark
of the Cold War, - a

“"The American delegates are now
beginning to speak of Communism
as they once gpoke of Nazlsm and
are {nvoking continental solldarity
and hemispheric defense against i1

Yenezuela's forelgn ministor cabled

affer & Joint conferenco with Assls-
tant Secretary of State Jolin A, Rock-
efeller. The oncounter came during
the historlc April 1945 meeting in
San Francjsco thal gave birth to the
United Nations.

The papors — released 10 a histo-
rian as A result of a Jawsull — also
chronicle the maneuverings by Brit-
ain, ¥rance, the United States and
the Soviet Union to divvy up Europe
and the Middle East fn 1945, And
they also show a nascent Soviet
Unlon jockeying for power in Europe
ond Asla,

A Turkish diplomat in Moscow ro-

ported that on April 23, 1948, two |

days alter the signing of a treaty cre-
uting a Soviet-backed Polish govern-
ment, the Soviels censored state-
ments by Jeaders thal no opposition
parties would be tolerated and that
some Polish army officers were ex-
ecuted for disloyalty. :

“The Russlan government, which
hus been able to find out here that it
{8 not surrounded by universal sym-
pathy, Is obsessoed by the idea of an
anti-Soviet coalition,” said a French
cable Intercepted during the San
JFrancisco U.N. meeting,

A document summarizing inter-
cepls from officlals of Chile, Colom-
bia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela at
the meeting coneluded "a deterd-
nation to resist Soviel Russia is
growlng among tho American coun-
tries, including the United States.”

Earller that year, tho Mexlean am-
bassador 1o the Soviet Unlon re.
ported a meeting with Josef Stalin in
the Kremlin where "Amerlcan prob-
lems were extensively discussed)”
along with “the possibilitics of
closer cooperation between Mexlco
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‘rtha hopa that the Germans will hold out
burden: $45: R

sl A i
il

:‘{"F' On Eab, 23; the 8wiss minister to Japan described chaos, greal losses - .
;Jrom &ir ralds, no {ransporiation, shellers *diculous .- = .. b
1l When e American advance to Manlla was broadcasl, the Japaness
~found out that they had nalvely undersstimated the enemy. . . . The defeatl

~iof Gérmany seams cartaln, but the Jepanesa are desparalaly clinging fo

¢+ +In order fo lighten Japan's

' The Porluguese mllnlsle} 16 Germanr
+# about lack of slaclricity and food in Betli

" cagt

‘ rofu?aes from ihe occupled reglons nearby had teken up residence
e oulelde the clty, "thus producing an unpleasant promisculty!”
4 “Humanitatlan sentiments prevent us from objecting to the entrance of
« these paople, who otherwise would dle of cold at our door during the night!"

— who iﬁ .}'anuary had complained
n— In Fobruary said a grour ?f|
nhis .

-:one of the

"M A Greék diplomat reporled on a conversation he had with French Gen.

“Chatles de Gaulle Feb, 7: *A south Slav siate will ptobably be formed, but ||

_.Ja doubtful r\:{halnar such a slale can last long, since the Sarb element — .
08! virlle in the Batkan peninsula — Is ppposed lo the Idea.” -

.| i M The Swlss minister to Japan on the siiuation there Juna 26: “Japan doos
i not expect fo win, but is stil hop!nF 16 escapo dofoat by [)m;}on Ing the war
5 re

«long enough to exhaust har enemics. M

“ 1o terms.

. Ihe Americans in Japan propor, since they think I would be the last chance
- Lo Infllet upon the Amaricans a doleat serlous enough to make them come

any sagerly desira the fanding of

- June 30, French Sacretary General Jacques Fouques Dupare, envoyto .
ths Ban Francisco maeling to form the Unlted Nationg, raperie: “The ‘first ~

«concern' of the French govarnment — to see France emerge agaln g a - =

_ groat powar =~ was achlevad and the charfar puts France on the samo

- plana iagally ag the Uniled Statos, Russia and England”,

and the USSR, at the end of the
war"

The mossages were Intercepted
by US. agents who tapped into tele-
graph cables or monltored radlo slg-
nals, American analysts then broke
the socret codes.

Among other countries whose
moessages were Intercepled: Bel-
glum, Bolivla, Brazil, Bulgarin, Den-
mark, Egypt, Finland, France,
Greoece, lran, Maly, Lebanon, Li
boria, Luxembourg, the Nether-
lands, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Po-
land, Portugal, Sandi Arabla, Spain,
Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, Uruguay
ond Yugoslavia,

The documents, lirst reporied by
the New York Iimes last week, also
provide new evildence suggesting
the Japanese military wag willing to
gurrender months before tho atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in August 1945,

"Since tho situation {s clearly rec-
ognized 1o bo hopeless, large scc-
tions of the Japanese armed forces
wottld not regard with disfavor an
American request for capltulation
even If the terms were hard," a Gor-
man diplomat reporied to Rerlin
after talking with a high-level Jap-
ancse naval officer on May §, 1945,
Three days later, Germany surren-
dered,

Gar Alperovitz, a fellow at theIn-
stitute for Policy Studieg who sued

1he Washinglon Times

for the papers under the Freedom of
Information Act, sald such inter-
cepta provided additional evidence
that the Allles knew they had won

the war in Japan before the bombs . "

were dropped.

"They wore reporting back fo
thelr home capitals the collapse of
Japan and the Hkelihood of surren-
der, and wo were reading this ma-
terial and passing It on to the top
governmenl officials)” he sald,

""S8o it Is a powerful, ndditional jn-
telligence source which indicates
the same thing that seemns clear in’
all the other documents — that the |
war was essentially oven”

Mr. Alperovitz had requested
more than 900 pages of magic inter-.
cepts, Jlor three years, the National ©
Sccurity Agency denied bis request,”
claiming the release would cause:
‘“‘grave damage' to pational security.

"At this point, it's ridiculous ...’
that they're holding back 50-yoar-old
documents,” Mr Alperovily said.
“They might be a threat to some-'
body's reputation, but not fo national !
socurliy

Misslng from the released doc-
uments are any communigues from”
Brhqin or the Soviet Union. But they *
contain cnough Information from-
other countries' diplomats (o reveal
how the Soviets wanted to divide the
postwar world, o
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