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COVERING LETTER DATED 27 OCTOBER 1953 “DDRESSED TO THE MILITARY ARMISTICE
COMM'ISSINN, CONCERNTNG THE EVALUATIONS OF THE MOBILE INSPECTION TEAIS NO.1
( KOJE-D0), WO 2 (YOWG-DONG-PO), NO 3 (I“JIN RIVER BRIDGE).

On 22 ‘ugust 1953, the Military Armistice Commission transmitted to the
NMeutr-~1l Nati-ns Suvervisory Commission a letter dealing with alleged violations
of the ‘rmistice ‘greemcnt by the United Nations Command side in connection with
the work of the Joint Red Cross Teams in South Korea.

By this communicati~n the Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission was
requested tn make the necessary investigations under authority of paragraph 28
of the "rmistice ‘grcement and report the results thereof to the Military Armi-
stice Commission,

Pursuant to this request the Neutral MNations Supervisory Cormission dis-
patched ~n 25 “ugust 1953 Mobile Teams to the POW:s camps and POWs collecting
camps in South Korea, i.e. on Koje-do, Yong Dong Po and Imjin River Bridge.

‘\n additi-nal letter concerning an alleged violation of the ‘rmistice
fpreement by th~ United Nations Command sid~ in connection with the activities
~f the Joint Red @ross Subteam on Koje-do was addressed tn.the Neutral Nations
Supervisory Commission by the Senior Member of the Korean People's Army and
Chinese Penple's Volunteers side, on 27 ‘ugust 1953.

< On 29 ‘ugust 1953, the Senior Member of the United Nations Command side,
Military ‘rmistice Commission, transmitted a letter to the Neutral Nations
Supervisory Commission concerning alleged violations of the “rmistice ‘greement
by the representatives of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's Re-
mublic nf Korea and of the Red Cross Society of the Peonle's Republic of China
of the Joint Red Cross Team at Yong Dong Po and Koje-do.

Having concluded the investigation concerning the c-mplaint of the Korean
Peonle's ‘rmy and Chinese Teorle's Volunteers side, the Mobile Teams at Koje-do
and Yongz Danp-po conducted investigations concerning the complaint of the Uni-
ted Mations Command side.

The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission Mobile Teams conducted their
investigations by way ~f collecting testimonies from all ~vailable witnesses to
the reported incidents. Having fulfillad their respective tasks, the Teams retur-
ned to Headquarters -n the following dates: The Mobile Team from Koje-do and the
Mobile Team from Yong Dong-po on 5 September 1953 and the Mobile Team from Imjin
River Bridge on 8 September 1953.
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In conformity with Para 47 of the Armistice Agreement the records of the
hearings held by the Mobile Teams were forwarded without delay to the Military
Armistice Commission, The Military Armistice Commission hes thus already been
in a position to familiarize itself with the written evidence presented by the
liobile Teams.

The Neutral Nations Supervisory Commission has during its meetings from 5th
October 1953 to 16th October 1953 discussed the reports of the Mobile Teams,
AS the Members of the Neutral Nationg Sunervisory Commission were unable to reach
agreement on a Jjoint evaluation, the Weutral Nations Supervisory Commission de-
cided to forward to the Military Armistice Commission the separate evaluations
submitted by the Czechoslovak and Polish Members on the one side and by the Swe-
dish and Swiss Members on the other side. These documents have been ‘annexed to
the present letter. :

Annex 1: contains the evaluations made by the Czechoslovak and Polish Meme
bers concerning the complaints of the Korean People's Army and Chi=
nese People's Volunteers side against the UN Command side;

Annex 2: contains the evaluation made by the Swedigh and Swiss Members con-
cerning the complaints of the Korean People's Army and Chinese Peo-
ple's Volunteers side against the United Nations Command side;

dAnnex 3: contains the evaluation made by the Czechoslovak and Polish Members

: ~ concerning the complaints of the United Nations Command side against
the Korean People's Army and Chinese People's Volunteers side:

Annex 4: contains the evaluation made by the Swedish and Swiss Members conp-

cerning the complaints of the United Nations Command side against
the Korean People'a army and Chinese People's Volunteers side,

NIUTRAL WATIONS SUPERVISORY COMMISSION
Signed: BURES F,, Lt,Gen, Signed: GRAFSTROEM S., Maj.Gen.

Signed: WAGROWSKI M., Maj.Gen, Signed: RIHNER F., Maj,Gen,

27,.,10,1953/5b 5
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ANNFX No, 1
BVALUDATION

by the Czechoslovak and Polish members of the NN3C of the reports svbmitted
by the Mebile Inspectiorx Tsames No, 1 (Koja-do), No, 2 (Yong Deng-po) and

No. 3 (Imjin River Bridze) coucerriug the compiaintgs of the Korsan Peoplels
Army and Chinese Feople's Volunteers sids azainst the United Natious Command
gide,

I, Investigations conducted by the Mobiie Iz paiion Teams No. 1.2 and 3 revealed,
inter alia, the followirg “a:'s:

1) In the Yong Dong~nH9o wamp. hoginri-g from 5 Augrst,. the campaauthorities
demanded that comfort spesch3s ve sulmitied %o them for sensorship, delsted some
passages from the speeches (as for instance words: Lowg live peaca cF Gomrade,
or"The war is zver, we bsgin the raconstruction”), anl when the Red Cross
representatives of the Dsmocratic Poople's Republiiz of Korsa and the Psople!s
Republic of China did not agres with such a procedure, the delivery of comfort
speeches was prohibited,

A similar procedurc was applied in all the camps inspected, controlled ¥y
the United Nations Command side, In the Imjin River Bridge camp, where loud--
speakers were used for delivering c:mfort speeches, the time limit for spaeches
was reduced to one hour per day and the time of their delivery was shifted to
evenlng hsurs, T ] :

2) The Red Cross representatives could not freely contact the prisoners of
ware The contact was possible only threugh a POW:g representative,

The Red Cross representstives were not allowed to contact the POW:s in
groups mumbering less than 50 persons,

As was found out in the Imjin River Bridge camp, POW representatives were
appointed by the Camp Commanier. In the same camp. the Red Cross representatives
for a period of 6 days could meet only one PCW representative daily, In the
Yong Dong-po camp the time iimit for vigiting prisoners was being constantly
limited and finally was reduced te one hour per day,

3) In the KoJe-do camp, the camp Authorities did not allow to visit and
examine the camp installations while the PO¥:g were 1n them{ In the Yong Dong—
po camp the representatives of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea and of the People's Repiublic of China were uot allowed to

¢ faccompany the POW:s in the same coaches in which the PCW:s were travelling.

L) 6n 31 August, the camp Authorities at Kojo—-do made the distribution of
gift articles subject to a declaration tr be signed by the representatives of
the Red Cross Society ef the Democraii:z People's Republic «f Korea and People's
Republic of China to the affect that ihey would cause no trouble By the
distribution, As the Red Cross Representatives refusmed to sign such a declara=-tion
the distribution of gifts was prohibited,

In the same camp the camp authorities made an allegation that national
flags of the Democratic Feople‘s Republic of Korean and Pecple's Republic of China
were smuggled in gift parcels by the Red Cress Representatives of the Red Cross
Society of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korenn and the Pecple’s Republiiec
of China, The camp authorities orderesd search of the parcels requirdng that the
search be conducted by the Chinese and Korean representatives themselves under
the supervision #f camp personnel, When this had been refused, the distribution
of parcels was prohibited. The camp commander, however, admitted during
investigation conducted by the MIT that he had seen no flags in the parcels,

5,70.53 St,
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5) On 21 August, the Comp Authorities at Koje~do stopped the distribdution
of gift articles by the representatives of the Red Cross Society of the
Demccratic Peopleis Republic of Koreanand People's Republic of China; The reason
glven was that the POWs were sing’ng songs and clapning thel:; hands. At the
same time, the camp avthoriiies demanded that the Tepreseatatives of the” Bed
Cross Soclety of fihe Temocratic Peovieis Repiblic of Kortea and Yeovie'!s Republic
of China leave the camp When the la“ter prosested agalrst such orlers, they
were encircled by guards who using their rifies tried +o oush the Red Gross
Representatives out of the camp ard finally did so. Wi%nesges of %s%h sldes
testifled that "the soldiere® rifles %touched the bodies" of {he Psd Cross _
representatives. A number of witnesses {estified that the Rzd Croas rerresenta-
tives had been beaten up,

4 similar case happened with a rspresenia%tive of *he Red Cros: Society of
People's Republic of China at the Imjin River Sridge camo on 13 Avwguai,

On 25 August force was applied to remove the representatives of the
Democratic Peoplefs Kepubliic of Korea and of the People's Republic of Chaina,
from the wessel " WINSTCN"; the reacon given was that the POWs were shouting,

O 9 August. gas used against the P@Ws in the Koje-do camp penetrated
into the quarters of the Red Cross Representatives caus ing their suffering, Ad
6) The camp &uthéritiea &t Xoje-do gave the representatives of thé Red Cross
- Society of the Democratiic People's Republic of Korea and the Peoplé's Republic
of China no possibility to wire their cables in the Korean and Chindse

languages,

In the‘Imjip River Bridgg camp, the hqputy Camp ‘Commander refused to ‘eable
a message of a Chinese Red Cross delegate unless its contents were changed
according to his wishes, . _ o s :

1. The Polish and Czechoslovak delegations have studied in detail the
the incidents in the PCWs camps in South Koree from the polint of view'of whether
both the regulations issued by the authorities of the United Nations Command
- and the camp prachice were or were not in violation of the Armisticns Agreocment
and the Agreement for %he Operations of the Joint Red Crose Teams, whish ware
agreed- upon and signed by the Korean People's Army - Chinese People's Volunteérs
slde and the United Nations Command side. Boeet

After detailed study of the re ports by the Mobile Teams. the Polish and
-Czechoglovak delegations have come %o the eonclusion that th- aceisacion made
made by the Korean People's Army and Chinese Peoplefs Voluuteers sice is fully
evidenced by the reported facts mentioned above, thatb lsy the regulations *dsued
by the PUWs camp authorities of the United Nations Commend and the practice
carried out by the camp authori%ics are in violation of the Armistice Agreement
and the Agreement for the Opeoration of “he Joint Red Crose Teams, ac well as in
violati n of the Geneva Convention of 1949 on the treaiment of prisoners of war,

And in particular:

1) Censorship of comfort speeches by the camp avthorities ie contrary to
Paragraph 57a of the Armistise Agreement. ani in peragraph' 22 cf the Agreement
for the Operation of the Joint Bod Tioss Reams, ' - :

2) Prohibition of wesiri_iiun of zonters with rriconcrs of wa» iz in contra-
dlction with paragraph 572 of the Armict e Agrecment, Paragiaph 20 of the
Agreemert for the (peration of the Jo!ln’ Red Cross Teame and Aveizle 125 and
126 of *he Geneve Convention; morcover. appointmeny of P2W repressntatives by

“7410.53 St, iy
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the camp authorities constiftutes a viclatlion of artinle 79 of the Geneva
Convention,

- 3) Prohibition of inspeciing camp ‘nstnllations and txansﬁort faecllitles
runs counter to Paragraph 57e of %he Armis%ics Agreswens, Paragraph 2a of the
Agreement of 3 August, and Article 125 and 126 of thae Geneve Convention,

%) Restrictlons imposed on disiribution of gift articles, too, are in
collision with paragraph 57a of the Armiscice Agreemen® and article 125 and 126
of the Geneva Convention.

5) Beating up of Red Cross Representatives and removing them by force from
the camps 1s 1n contradiction with Paragraph 57a of the Armistice Agreement,
Paragraph 13 of the Agreement of 3 August, and Article 125 and 126 of the Geneva
Conventions . . :

6) Restrictions concerning availability of liaison are in contradiction with
Paragraph 57a of the Armistice Agreemen’, Paragraph 13 of the Agreement of
3 August, and Article 125 of the Geneva Convention,

-le As follows from the above, the behaviour of the United Nations. Commend
; authorities ran counter t¢ their international commitments.

It should be added that the said authoriiies referred to the regulations
1ssued by themselves in the POW camps, and not to their international commitments.
¥irst of all this concerns the "Standart Operating Procedure" issued by the
United Nations Command authorities on 6 August. The provisions of polnts 2a, 2b,
2c and 2d of the Procedure, which establish the number of 5# persons as the
emallest group of POWs to be contacted with, which prchibit contaet with POWs
and talks with them unless explicitly permitted by the Camp Commander, which
require that speeches bw submitted for censorship ~ were ftssued in contradiction
with provislons, cited hereabove under point II, of the Armistise Agreement, the
Agreement of 3 August, and the Geneva Convention on the treatment of Prdsoners
of war,

The above mentioned regulations and incidents stamming from them seriously
w hindered the activities of the Joint Red Cross Teams in South Korea,

Iv, Investigations conducted by the Mobile Imsvection Teams in the POWs camps
in South Korea also revealed certain fachs which, in the opinion of the Polish
and Ozechoslov-ak delegations had definite comnection with the above-quoted
restrictlons of the Red Cross delegates! activities. It concerns facts revealing
inhumene attitude towards the priscners of war.

The Mobile Inspection Teams while conducting investigation observed facts
of using gas egainst the POWs, which led to injuries, Thus gas was applied
agalnst the prisoners in the Choguri-Bay compound on Koje-do,

In the same camp, sub-camp No, 11, during the assault on 25 August, one of
the PCWs completely lost his sizht and three POWs lost one eye each, The United
Netions Command authorities do not deny their having used gas,

Gas was applied also in the Imjin River Bridge camp, inter alia on 14, 15
and 18 August. After the gns altack prisoners were carried out of the campes Many

of them were 11l as a resuis of %he gray

2? 310 ,ﬁ’} i"t ®
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Facts of beating vp the prisoners and wounding them have also been
established, first of all in the Koje.-do camp, It ha:i also been proved that
wounds were inflicted upon the FOWs at the Imjin River Bridgec Gamp o

It 1s significent that while giving evidence to the Mobile Inspection Team
Noe 1, the PCWs werec affraid to speak: they said that up till then they had
been beaten up after answering questions,

The above facts are in violation of the provisions of Article 13 and 14
of the Geneva Conventiona

The Polish and Czechoslovakian delegations express their opinion that
restrictions Imposed on the activities of the Joint Red Cross Teams in the P3W
camps 1n South Korea are in close connection with the quoted facts of 3
objectionable attltude towards the PCWs, since the Red Cross delegates were_
thus hampered in investigating violations of PCWe rights,

271053 St
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ANNEY. P

IF S RTINS TR G
by the Swedish and Swiss merbers of the NNSEC of the reports svbmittzd
by the Mebile Imspection Teems No. 1 {Knje-do). No, 2 (Yong-dong-po)
and §o. 3 (Imjin-River-Bridgs) cwmcarring the complainie of ths Korean
People's Army and Chinese People's Volunteers side against the United

Nations Command side.

gE:
17

The Swedish and Swiss memb:is are dealing with the allsged violations
one by ene and group them under the headings of the locaticns where they are
said to have occurr:d.

YO G=DUl u=Fu

1. "Restrictions imposed en inspectiens of train facilities." #)-

There is ne conclusive evidence that the United Nations authorities
have praventzd er tried to prevent the Joint Red Cress Teams from providing
services to PUWs while en route from the camps to the place(s, of delivery
and raception. The Red Cress personnel were allowed to travel with the POws
from Yong-dong-po to Munsan-ni but on the condition that they remained in
the Command Coach while the train was in motion. The inspection of train
facilities was limited to periods, when the trains were not in motien.

This arrangements which is said to. have been made in order te 2nsure the
security of Red Cross personnel, for-which the military authoritiss carried
the r:sponsibility, left the JRCT, however, ample oppertunity to inspect
the train facilities.

2. "Restrictions imposed on the delivery of cemfort speeches,"

The representatives ef the Ked Cross Seciesty of the Democratic Pzople's
Republic of Korza and of the .»» Eed Cross Socicty of the Psople's Republic
of China in the Joint ked Cross Teams resorted toc spseches as a mean to
comfort the prisonzrs. From the 6th, 7th and 8th of August the delivery of
such spzechas was allew:2d under the condition only, that the text thareof
be previously submitted for examination, a condition which was either not
fulfilled, or the speaches had to bz considered entirely unsuitable.

The Swedish and Swiss membars of the NESC find that the camp authorities
were entitled to s3e the drafts as wz2ll as to delete tharefrom expressions
of inappropriate natur: or to order rewriting the entirs spsech, (according
to the Agreement of the Operation of the Joint hed Cross Teams, Art. 2a).
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IMJIN-RIVER-BRIDGE.

1. "Cnly allewed to talk to the POWs across wire entanglsments."

The Swzdish and Swiss members of th2 NNSC find the allegation not to be
substantiated. The representatives of the Red Cross Socizty of the Democratic
People's Republic of Korsa and of the Ked Cross Socicty of the Pesple's
Republic of China were allowed to talk to the POWs from the compound strest
and with repres:ntatives of the POWs either in the compound street or in
their ewm tents, Hewever, the Red Cress representatives were not allowed for
reasens of security to contact POWs directly in ths compartments. The Jeint
Red Cress Team having to act jointly, it would have meant to exposs the
United Nhations representatives to direct danger if the teams were allowed
te go inside tha compartments. Further, en days, when prisonsrs were
particularly agitated, the Jeint Red Cress Team was not allowed to crntact
POWs inside the compound, espccially as the representatives of the Red
Cross Society of the Democratic Peopla's Republic of herea and ¢f the Red
Cross Society of the Democratic Pesple'!'s Republic of China are said te have
refused the request to calm down thv POWs and as they admitted were not able
to do se. -

2. "Restricted the time of visit to the period after 1800 hours without
any justification whatsoever."

The Swedish and Swiss members of the NEKSC find the allegation to be a mis-
representation of facts., During the hsarings the representative of the Red
Cross Socizty of the People's Republic of China admitted that by "visit" he
understood bhe use of loudspzakers. Even their use was freely allewed until
the camp authorities lecarned that they were utilized for purpose which has
nothing te de with ked Cross activitiss. The camp authorities thereupon
requirzd te examine the drafts speeches and fixed the use of loudspeaksars
to the period after 1800 hours., It appears that the representatives of the
Red Crsss Society of the Democratic People'!s Republic of Korea and of the
Red Cross Society of the People's Republic of China objected te this restriction
and preferred not to avail themselves of the possibility of using loudspeakers
for the comfort sp::zches.

3. "Obstructed the visit of the representatives of the Kad Cross
Socicty of the Democratic eople's Republic of Koreca and of the
. R&d Cross Society of the Pesople's Republic of China on the prstext
~ that singing songs and saluting representatives by the POWs we
acts of political nature.l

The Swedish and Swiss members of th: NNSC find the allegation t= be a mis-
representation of facts. The Unated Nations authorities prohibited en August
12th, 1953, the Joint kKed Cross Team to contact POWs whils: thess were on the
trucks, outside the compound. This for the reason that ths FOWs arriving in
a state of exitement and throwing objects frem the trucks would have endangured
the membérs of the Joint Red Cross Team and that it would have bsen most diffi-
cult to restere order after a disturbance or even a riot as long as the POWs
were in the open streest,
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L+ "Denied our delegates any visits since rafused unjustifiable censorship

en comfort speeches to POWs."

The Swedish and Swiss members of the NNSC find the allegation not to be
substantiated, The term "vicit" ceems again to signify the rJ.ghU »f making
speeches through loucdspeakers, (n this pont the Swedish and Swiss members
of the NNSC therefore pofer o ifs atatemint undar peoint 2 ahove,

5. "Unreasonakle denia’s end lise regording the horrify'ng violence and
insult egainst the Tarchandec captursd Mr. Jan Fang."

ThlS concerns an inciden which is e3id te heve occurred on August 13th,1953.,
Shortly after 1900 hours tiie revresentatives of the Red Irors Sociely of
the Demockatic People'!s Eerublic ~f Karea and of the Red ﬂrog- Pocietyr of
the People's Republic ~f China left their tent in oider te meet a greup o
POWs moving inte the camp, As this happened againsh the apbove meationed pro~
hibition, ons of the guards in front of the tent told the two repressntatives
to return to their quarters. As they failed “o comply a warrant officer
reiterated the request,

This demand being also ignored, the warrant officer ordered the guard to
take the position called "high pert', the rifle being kept at a slight angle hori-
zontally in front of the body. The rifle had its bayonet fixed en. The distance
between the guard and the repr:sentative of the Red Cross Socisty of the
People's Republic of China is said tc have been 3 to 4 fizst. At this venture
the representative of the Red Cross Soci:cty of the People's Republic of China
is supposed teo have takcen stepe towards th2 sentry while defying him in Chinese.
According to the representatives ¢f the Red Crass %rcictv of the Demogratic
People's Republic of Korea and of the Red Crass Sociebhy of the People's
Republic of China, the guard thereupon struck the repressntative ef the Red
Cross Society of the People's Republic of Ghina, the first versicn bsing
that the blow was administered with the bayonet, a later version that the
rifle muzzle was used. One blow ir supbesed tn have been aiwsd at the chest
and ancther at the left leg of the representative of the Lisd Cr.oss Society
of the People's Republic of China, Four eve-witnesses-io the incident state
unanimously that the sentry dic not move al ail, o

." ,.‘

The representatives of the Red Cross Society of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea and the Red Cross Society of ithe People's Republic of
China turnsd down an offer by th2 camp commander to have the incident clari-
fied through an interrogatica. They -also refaged to have the rapresentative
of the Red Cross Socicuy of the Peoplel!s Bepublic of China examined by the
camp physician. Howsver, sucn 2n ,anlpat¢on was made two cmya later by
a commission dispatched from ‘annwngcm witheut any marks of violance being
evident on the body of the »eprasenvavive of the Ked Cross Socicty of the
Pzople's Republis of Cnina

6, "The military authcritiss »f jour eide did not giv2 the Red Cross
necessary cooperation and convenienc:s aad pde iv iipbossible for
them tc visit and com’ert the POWs and distraionte gift articlas,!

The Swedish and Swiss members of the NNSC find that this allegation has
not been substantiated and refer to the general remarks given below.
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KOJE-DB _ISLAND.

1. "Limitations and prohibitien to deliver gift articles, c1g?r°ttus,
comfort letters and priventing medtings with POWs."

The Swadish and Swiss membere »f the EhSC fing that this allegaticn has
not bsen substantiated. The investisabicn QH~W~ that at no time thers was
general prehibition ts deliver gift aviicles etc., allheugh a timz table was
astablished by the United Kations authoritize¢ for this purpese. The riprs-

sentativaes of the ‘Red Crass Seocicty wof th: Demccratic People's Hepublic
of Korsa and of the Rad Crnss Socizty of the P:ople's Fepubiic ¢f China
ebjecting te such restrictiens, ne distribution tosk place wntil %ugust
21st. The restrictions then in force ware as fallows.

a, Time 1limit for distribution of gift articlzs (lOOO - 1200 heurs
and 1400 - 1600 hours).

». Limitation in cigarctte and match distributicn te POlis ready te
be shlpp d (motive fire risks).

c. Examination beforchand ef cemfert latters.
 d. Mestings with POWs limited te betwsen 50 and 500 at a time,

e, Prehibition te visit "installations and vessels'" except in the
absznc: of POWs :

f. Regulations goncerning the evacuation of the Joint Red Cross Team
represantativis in cas: ef demenstratiens and ricts ameng the POis.

It secems that the activities of the Joint kKed Cross Teams ceuld have
b:en carried out if the reprasantatives of the Democratic Peepl:'s
Reputlic of Kerza and Peopl:'s Republic ¢f China had bsen mors willing
to coopsrate with the Camp Authorities. It can be assumsd that seme rules
and regulations are rsquir:d in erdsr te keep centrol over tens ef thousands
of PUvs to b2 processed within a short peried of time. The Camp Autheritiss
have alse to take into consid:ration the sscurity of the Jeint hed Cress
Teams.

2iiEHe lm_tud Letions Cemmand side did not furnish sufficient liaison
with thz subtzam,"

This ccmplaint seems to refer to the fact that the United Nations Cemmand
side was unable to establish cennzction with a subteam in the Chinss: and
Korean languages. The connection was sstablish:d in dnglish., Ths Swedish and
Swiss mimbers eof th: Kh3C find the complaint to be of miner impcrtance:.

3.'"Toar gas uszd against the POWs on August 9th, 1953 psrvaded the shad
of the fizd Crso bS reprasentatives, causing such sufferings to the representa-
tives ef the h:d Cross Society of thes Lemecratic People's Republic ef Kor:a
and ef the Fed Cross Socizty of th: Peopls's Republic ef China that thzy had
te cease all activity that day. Their work was rendsred difficult through the
distribution ef gas masks among them,"

The inv:sti.=tion shows that tear gas was used against PUks refusing te
obey erders. The docum:nt accusing the Unitcd Natiens side of vielating the
Armistice Agresme:nt even refers te 'poiseneus gas'. ke evidence te that
effect was found during the investigation.
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As to the allegsd ill effscts eof the nm-toxic gas en t @ lied Cross repra-
sentatives, they seem to have bsen exaggerated with rsgard to the fact that
the gas was administsred mors than a mile away from the barracks of the rspresen-
tativas. Th: representatives from th: Uniteo Mations side testify that tlizy
did fe2l the pr2ssncz of gas in ths air when they awok: in ths morning, but that
there were no ill =ffacts nthar than a slight running ef the eyes. The'repr¥sen-
tatives of the Rad Cross Secisty ef the Democratic -eople's Republic of rowsa
and ths Lsd Cross, Socisty of the Feople's republic of China of the JRCT did nnt
uss tho'gas m2. sks dlSyrltitcd ‘to thzm at’ thzir arrival.. . s -

i

The ‘comp laint th:u th: Esd-Cress represcntatives ware hampuxlng in their

work by thes carrying of gas masks can hardly b taksn seriously.

L. "wu-rbtering of the Red Cross repr:sentatives within double wire”
entanglements.” : 2

It 38 correct that the twu barracks allotted to the Led Cross raprzssntatives
fron both sides wsre surroundad by double wirs centangisments. The camp
authorities claim te have mads thesz arrangements for sscurity reascons enly.
It s:ems that the manner in which the rspr:ossntatives wsrs guarter:d could
hardly have any influsnce of thz fulfillment of thsir mission.

5. "Wiolence exercised in connéction with the distribution of gift
articles en sugust 21ist, 1953."

Here again, there seems to b: a casz of rafusal - r:sulting in some troubl: -
by ths represantatives of the k:d Cross Socicty of the Democratic fsopla's hepub-
lic of Ker:a and of the Li:d Cress Socizty of the P:opls's hepubiic of China te
comply with erdsrs issu:d by the Camp authoritiss. Follewing disturbanc:ss among
the POvs during the distribution of gift articlos on August 21st, 1953, the Red
Cross repr:sentatives wsre ord:rzd to discentinue the distributien whan asprox-
imatzly half of ths FOis then ass:mbled had reczivic their gifts. The rspr:ssnta-
tives of th: Damocratic reople's Lepublic of Keiza and rfecpls's Kepublic of
China, censidering the erder to be unfair, refused to lsave the compound.
Seldiers wera2 thireupon ord:rzd to meke them leave. A half circle was formed
arounc the representatives who weras pushed towards the exit. Some of the
soldizrs engaged in this operation wers unarmed, ethars carried t“, riflas
in a "high port" positien.

Th: stateomsnt of the reprss:ntatives of the: Led Cross Socisty eof ths Demo-
cratic se2onl:!s s-public of Kor:a and of the ked Uross Socisty of tha fsopla!s
Republic of China that thsy cam: to bo.ily harm during this cperation is
emphatically denied by witnsss:s of th: Unitec Nations Co mand sids. Nonz of
+bu d2legates involved claim:d to havs nasded medical assistanca. It is not un-
liksly, howivaer, tnat the evacuation of the reprzssntatives caused some lass
gentle pushing, but this minor incidont, as ragrettarle as it may b2, could
hav: bacn avoided by ketter coopsration tetwssn the partizs.

Ganaral. To conclude, th: Swadish and 3wiss m:mbers ef the LESC deem it
appropriat: to make th: following general ranoarks,

The invsstigation s:ems to indicat: that th: complaints t-om th: . orsan
Peopla's army and Uhinsss Pauﬁ‘&'s Volunte :rs sice arz cither exaggarstad
¢r lacking in pr:cision. row of the incidunts, if any, would havs oceurrsd,
had the raprissntatives 3f the fed CUross docicty of the ﬁamncrﬁtierraoal"s
Lspublic of Kerca and of th: ksd Cross Sccisty of the .sople's Lepublic of
China complizd with the simple regulaticrs by the diffsrent Camp Aubhoritics.


http://dodis.ch/66969

dodis.ch/66969

-

NNSC/30
Erniglish
Page 12

Because of this non-cooperative attitude at various occasions the representatives
of the Red Crosg Society of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea and the

Red Cross Society of the Peopls's Republic of China seem to have rendered the
task of the United Nations Camp ‘uthorities unnecessarily difficult, In some
instances it may even be questioned, whether they have correctly umderstood

their humanitarian task or not been more interested in matters which had no
relations to a Red Cross mission.

%) TheMdotation marks in this document refer to the swmaries of the
complaints
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HeVE AL USRI e @l

bv the Czech~slavak and. Polish Members of the MNSC concerning

the invastications »f Mobile Inspection Teams No 1 and 2 on

XnjeDa mnd YongDungPo based -n the ¢molaints of the United

Mations Cormand side against the Koréan Pecple's Army and Chi-
nese Peonle's Volunteers side.

On the 29th of l‘ueust, 1953, the Senisr Member »f the U Command, MAC, msked
the "MNSC t» investigate three instances of reported violati-n of the Armistice
‘gre~ment on YongzDungPo and ¥njeDo. Aceording to his letter the representatives
nf the JRCT »~f the Democratic Pensple's Renmublie of Korea and the People’s Repu-—
blic »f China vinlated the Armistice Agreement first, ry receiving letters from
the POWs, scc-nd, by nnt cbeying the order of the Camp Command t» leave the POWs
Camp, =nd, third, that the ropresontative lir.Chang Bee Hong, threw a stone on
Majrr Moanty from the Camn Command.

Thesas accusatinns were investirated by the lisbile Inspecetisn Teams of the NNSC,
Na,1 and 2. Tnlish and Czechnslavak delegetisns evaluated all the material sub-
mitted and came to the following e~nclusions:

1/ The accus~tirns that the Forean and Chinese member of the JRCT violated
the *rmistice \greement by accenting letters from the POWs is without foundation.
There did n~t exist any possibility for such a violati-n of the Agreement, whereas
none of the agreemonts concerning the activity of the JRCT dones prohibit anything
of this kind, However, in order tn avnid difficulties the JRCT itsclf decided to
hand ~ver these letters t~ the Camp Command. The irmistice igreement snd The Agree-—
ment for the ‘ctivities ~f the JRCT's provide that the JRCT representatives may
talk to the P0Ys and does not contain any onrovision prohibiting the acception
of letters from the PCWs by the JRCT re'resentatives. In view of these provisions
the Camp \uthorities had no right to request the JRCT representative Mr. Yong Sen
En t» hand over t» them a letter received from the PCW.

2/ The =ccusation that the Korean and Chinese members »f the JRCT violated the
‘rmistice ‘gresment by not obeyingz the order »f the Camp Command to leave the Camp
is alsn unsubstantiated. The agresments concerning the activities of the JRCT pro-
vide for full cooperation »f the Camp Authordties with the JRCT as well as for
assistance.

Orders which can be issued t» the subordinates only, are obviously running
counter the snirit of thesz provisions. Orders, obstructing the activities of the
JRCT, constitute a vinlation of the ‘rmistice Agresment. The effort to carry out
the mission, assigned t» the JRCT by this \grcement, can never be in conformity
with such nrdsrs. The behaviour of the Kerean and Chinese members of the JRCT,
who could not agree with' such a nrocedure, is, therefore, under these circumstan—
ces entirsly eomprehensible and cannot be described as a violation of the ‘rmistice
‘greement.

3/ The accusation of Mr, Chang Bee Eong that he threw a st-ne 2n a member of
the Camp Cmand can be e-nsidered only as unf-unded. The picture submitted by the
Camp Command A~es n~t prove this sccusation. It illustrates only the situation ~f
using of force by the UN Command ‘uthorities against the JRCT Representative.
Using »f force against JRCT Represcntatives is in contradiction with the para 57c
of the Arm stice Agrecment.

27,10.1953/Sb
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ANVEX )

EVALUYUATICN

By the Swedish and Swiss members f the NNSC af the reports submitted by the
Mebile Inspection Teams No. 1 (Koje-io) anl No.2 (Ysng~deag-no) cencerning
the complaints of the United Nations Cemmand géde agninst the Korean Peceple's
Army and Chinese People's Volunteers cide.

The Swedish and Swiss members are dealing with the alleged violations
one by one and group them under the heacines of tre locations where they are
said to have occurrdd.

YONG-DCONG-PO...
"Delivery of note from a POW to the Chiriese member of the Jeint Red
Cross Team"

The attitude of the Chinese delegate may be due to misunderstanding in
conmaoction with the interpreting at the time the incident was originally
brought up for examination by the United Nations authorities. His declared
intention to act in accordance with the regulations issued by the cemp authori-
ties is also noted. "gainst him speaks that he denied pesessicn cf “he note.
However, the Swedish and Swiss members of the MNSC find the incident sf minor
importance. : :

-

KOJE-TO.

" The representatives of the Red Cross Sociecty »f the Democratic People's

Republic of Korea and of the Red Cross Society of the People's Republic of
China refused to cbey an order to discontinue the distribution of gifts ar-
ticles on ‘usust 25th, 1953, and one representative of the Red Cross Society
of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea threw a rock against an United
Mations officer." '

The Swedish and Swiss members of the NMNSC concern themselves with the
rock-throwing incident. Here, the testimonies from ihoss present differ.
Fowever, a phctograph was produced showing the incriminated delegate in a
typical throwing attitude with his arm 1ifted above his head and an object
in his hand. This ebject is certainly not, as it was maintained, a cigarette.
The incident is o be considered ef minorimportance.

"The represcntative of the Red Cross Scciebty of the Democratic People's
Republic of Korea on ‘ugust 26th, 1953, a:tented against regulations a written
message fron a PO and thereafter on request refused to deliver it to the
United Mations Authorities.” '

Here a%ain, the testimonies are contradictory. The presumed receiver of
the messaze denius the charge and maintains te have seen the letter being
confiscated by an nited Nations Cemmand soldier. Representatives ef the
United Mations Cummand claimed to have seen the letter being handed owver torther
representative. This was corroborated by a Danish Hgspital Doctor.

The incident is to be considered as one of minor importance.
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