LEGATION DE SUISSE
WASHINGTON 8.D.C.
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The Cwiss Covernuent has stullied the confidential
aidee-nfaoire transaitted by the Departauent of State to
the Swise Legation om June 13, 1952 concerning the ine
specticn by = comasission of :ilitary cbservers of the
United Nations Comaand war-prisioners-caaps in Korem,
-~ mmmmnmwrpwa
State to the Legation it appoars that this comuission
would not be reguested to szake an inguiry of the incie
dents vhich cecurred recently in soue of these camps,
nor would the commission have to sort the priscners who
desire or refuse to be repatriated, The comamission would
m:;hamﬁmmmnm“mmmt
in these camps. It would have the possibility of making
cbservations and recommendations which would be most
carefully considered by the United Hations Comsand.

The Swiss Covernaent would in prineiple agree

to assuae such a aandate which is part of the tusks
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authorized and even recommended by the general policy followed
by Switzerland., The acceptance of this mandate could also find
a Justification in article 10, paragraphs 2 end &, of the
Geneva Convention of August 12, 199, relative to the treataent
of prisoners of war, whieh Switzerland signed and ratified.
According to this article, the Detaining Power may request
anﬂm&latntet;msmhamm The faet
that said Convention has not been signed by the present
Chinese governaent, nor by the North Korean governzent, and
that it has not been ratified by wany member ecountries of
the United Netions would net prevent the Swiss Government to
be inspired by it in such a case.

It is to be reealled, howsver, that the same re=
quest has been made by the Departuent of State to four other
countries, three of which are Asiatic Powers. the mission
would, therefore, have to be undertaken by the five approached
countries acting together. The “wiss Government is of the mm
)/ that the observations made by & comuission which had not been men=

dated by both Parties and which woull be composed solely or
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in greater part of nationals of European countries, would
run the risk of being disputed, as these prisoners are
practically all natiomals of Asiatic countries. The Swiss
Goverament attaches, therefore, particular importgnae to
India, Indonmesia and Pakistan taking part in the inquiry
and in its final reply it will have to take into considera-
tion the attitude of these three countries.

It would, of course, be desirable that the

Chinese and North Korean governuents give expressly their
agreeuent to this mission. But as article 10 of the Geneva
Convention does not de:wand such an agreemnent, the Swiss
Governuent has no reason to make it an oszeﬁtial con=
dition for accepting this mission,

The answer contained herein indicates the posi-
tion of principle taken by the Federal Council and is only
provisional,

The Legation would appreciate being informed

by the Department of “tate as to the answers which the three
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Asiatic countries will give to the 4ueriecan Governament,
The Swiss Government will then be in a position to make

a definite decision.

Washington,D.C., July 1%, 1952,


http://dodis.ch/7740

