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POLITISCHES DEPARTEMENT
'6/ 005937 . ZBFEB1951 le 14 février 1951.

lionsieur le Ministre,

Deux banguiers suisses se sont récemment
rendus en Afrigue du_sud pour y étudier les possibilités
d'y créer une succursale. Du rapport, dont les
conclusions sont d'aillleur négatives sur ce point pour
des considérations plus bancaires qu'économigues,

jtextrais quel. ues passages gqui ont retenu mon
attention:

"The main problem of South Africa is that of increasing
its white popu_3tlon sufficiently for it to hold the
balance in the years to come with an increased pressure
from the native population for a larger share in the
wealth of the country. It will be impossible in the
long run to continue to keep the native pupulation

Yo its present low stendard of living and it will be-
come necessary to grent them ot least some measure of
political rights. Unfortunstely, the present Government
does not seem to take any special steps for an increased
immigration. lMost welcome are immigrants from Holland,
Scandinavia und Germany, of protestant faith.

On the other hand, we have made the racial problem a
subject of almost every conversation with many people

of high standing and different trends of thougﬂt in-
cluding the honorary Consul General and the Consul of
Switzerland, both of which have spent elmost all their
life in the Union of South Africa. Contrary to what is
the opinion very often heard abroad, nemely that the
racial issue may give rise to revolutionary outbresks

in South Africa, we did not find anybody who appeared to
be afrsid of the use of force or violence on the part

of the natives in the near future. Everybody agrees that
the problem will need careful hendling and that it may
lead to local disturbances from time to time. There is
no easy short cut to solve such a complicated situation,
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and the immediate grenting of full political rights
and proclemetion of social eguality is entirely out

of the gquestion for the time being. The natives
themselves are by no means united and are economi-
cally so weak thet it would be most difficult for them
to engage in concerted action against the whites for
any length of time. It is therefore considered that
the native problem, difficult as it may be, does not
present an explosive character as things stand at
present.

It should also be remembered tha. the native problem
vresents vastly different aspects throughout the Afri-
can Continent:

In North Africa, the political and economic history of
the native populations has been closely linked for thou-
sands of yesrs with the corresponding developuents of
the llediterranean countries and will in all probability
continue to do so.

In Central Africa, even today, the truly colonial sy-
stem prevails and the Belgisn Congo with its immense
territories, its native population of 15,000,000 blacks
and only 60,000 whites (of which 10 = 15,000 priests)
may be cited as a typical example. Here, the white

man comes out as an administrator either for the State
or for private commercisl or industrial enterprises,

but only for a limited number of years with the defi-
nite intention to return to Europe sooner or later.
Here, people guite openly admit that one day when a
sufficiently large elite of natives has been formed

they will either take over the government of the country
or at least ask for equality within the framework of some
"Union".

As ggainst this, the importent number of 2,500,000 whites
in South Africa strongly feel that they are not foreig-
ners in a nstive country, but that South Africa is pre-
dominently theirs with a nstive population whose pre-
gence is admitted but who have no claim to own the
country or to direct its destiny. South Africans of
Dutch and French origin in particular feel that they
heve only one home, nemely South Africa and that
Holland or France are 28 much foreign to them as any
other couniry in the world. They do not, therefore,
admit for one moment the idea of walking out of South
Africa as the British did in India or the Dutek in
Indonesia. Before anything like that could happen they
would fight to the last znd the natives in South Africa
mow this very well.

These distinctions should be clearly realised when dis—
cussing the native problem of the African Continent as
a whole.
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The leaders of the country, or at least those with
whom we have come into contact, have impressed us fa-
vourably. They are no doubt sincere and capable men,
but they may be lacking in politicel maturity. In
particuler, their public utterances on the subject of
racial problems have not been very happy and heave
given them a bad nsme abroad. lloreover, the attitude
of the South African representatives at the United
Wations in the debates regarding South West Africa,
has also antagonised public opinion abroad.

While the picture has favourable and unfavourable
aspects, it would seem that in the present troubled
conditions of the world and the probable dangers
ahead, especially for Europe, that South Africa
enjoying as it does a very favourable geographical
position, can be considered as a good country for
investment for many years ahead, at least 10 to

15 years, but the evolution of the population problem
will require careful watching.

Veuillez agréer, llonsieur le Iiinistre,
1'assurance de ma hsute considération.

LE MINISTRE DE SUISSE:
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Copie de cette lettre a été adressée 2 la
Division du Commerce du Département Fédéral de
1'Economie Publicue, Berne.
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