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LEGATION: DE SUISSE A %,
WASHINGTON 8. D. C. g e o
J.13,11,1,- Bo/mb le 6 mars 1953,

Monsieur le Conseiller fédéral,

Pour faire suite 3 ma lettre du 3 février,
j'al l'honneur de porter & votre connalgsance que le
Secrdtaire d'Etat vient de communiquer & la presse,
en date du 4 mars, sa d€cision relative au statut de
M, John Carter V i nc e nt , ancien Minlstre des
Etats-Unis & Berne,

Aux termes du texte officiel, que vous voudrez
bien trouver ci-joint, M., Vincent a €té admis & faire
valolr ses droits & la retraite a partir du 31 mars
1953, ce qui le mettra au bénéfice d'une pension an-
nuelle d'environ $8.100.

Dans sa d€claration, M, Dulles commence par

rappeler les circonstances & la suite desquelles il
avait €t€ saisi de l'affaire. Aprés avoir €tudié

.. personnellement le dossier, comme il avait promis de
le faire, il est arrive & la conclusion que M, Vincent
ne devalt pas €tre maintenu dans les cadres du service
diplomatique. Bien que le Secrétaire d'Etat ne soit
pas tenu d'indiquer les motifs de sa déclsion, il a
jug€ bon de donner les précisions suivantes dans une
affaire ol 1'intérét public est engagé :

16 11 n'estime pas que M., Vincent soit un "risque®
en ce qui concerne la sécurité du pays;

20 11 ne considére pas qu'il y alt des raisons de
douter du loyalisme de M, Vincent 3 1l'égard du
gouvernement amé€ricain;

3p 11 est toutefols arrivé & la conclusion que les
rapports de . Vincent, son évaluation des falts
et la politique qu'il a conseillée pendant la
p€riode en question, n'étaient pas a la hauteur
de ce qul est exigd d'un diplomate de son expé-
rience 3 1l'époque critique ok nous vivons,

Monsieur le Conseiller fedéral
Max Petitpierre
Chef du Département Politique Féd€ral

Berne

Podis
OFH0


http://dodis.ch/9084
http://db.dodis.ch
http://dodis.ch/9084

Annexe:

dodis.ch/9084

L'ancien Ministre des Etats-Unis & Berne se
voit donc lavé de 1l'opprobre dont l'avait couvert le
Comité de révision pour les questions de loyalisme
de l'anclenne administration, lorsque celui-ci avalt
conclu & l'existence d'un doute raisonnable quant &
son loyalisme. Mais en méme temps, 1l regolit, en ar-
rivant au terme de sa carridre, un blime sérieux.
C'est donc une cote mal taillée, une solution de com-
promis, qul d'une part donnera une certaine satisfac-
tion aux critiques de la politique américaine d'aprés
guerre en Chine et, de l'autre, apaisera quelque peu
ceux qu'indignait l'injustice failte & M, Vincent.

La décision du Secrdtaire d'Etat est moins
d€favorable & celui-ci gu'on auralt pu le craindre,
llals en lalgssant apparaftre qu'elle a €té€ inspirde
par des considérations d'ordre politique, elle ne dis-
sippera pas tout le malaise, Le Washington Post estime
que l'affaire a €té réglée de la facon aussi satis-
falsante que le permettalent l'hystgrie - allusion au
mcecarthysme - et 1'esprit de partl prévalant ici. Et
c'est sans doute ce qu'il faut se dire, Mals les jeunes
diplomates au service du Département d'Etat n'y trou-
veront pas un encouragement 3 €clairer sincirement et
honnétement 1l'opinion de leur gouvernement,

Veulllez agréer, lionsieur le Conseiller
féd€ral, 1l'assurance de ma haute considération.

Apgmve

texte


http://dodis.ch/9084

FHE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, MARCH §, 1953.

]TeX‘t‘ of Dulles Sltateme_nt_ Retiring Vincent|

}

WASHINGTON, March 4 (P —|§

Following is the text of a state-
ment by Secretary of State John
Foster Dulles announcing he had
retired John Carter Vincent, State
Department career officer:

L. Background :

Among the inheritances which
the present Administrator took
over from the past Administra-
tion is the so-called *“Vincent
case.”" ; .

John Carter Vincent, a Foreign
Service officer, with the rank of
Career Minister (the highest
rank), has since 1951 been _the
subject of inguiry and contro-
versy because of his conduct in
relation to China and Japan, par-
ticularly during the war and post-
war period (1941-1947).

Charges of disloyalty against
Mr. Vincent, made in November,
1951, were heard by the Depart-
ment of State Loyalty Security
Board. It unanimously decided
that no reasonable doubt existed
as to Mr. Vincent's loyalty to the.
Government of the United States
and that his continued employ-
ment did not constitute a risk to
the Department of State.

This decision was twice re-
considered by the department’s
board; to take account of new
evidence. In each case the orig-
inal decision was confirmed.

When, however, the matter was
reviewed by .the Civil Service
Loyalty Review Board, it found,
by a 3-2 decision rendered Dec.
22, 1952, that there was reason-
able ‘doubt as to Mr. Vincent's
loyalty to the Government of the
United States. Accordingly, the
board recommended that. his
services should be terminated.

This conclusion’ of the Loyalty
Review Board was merely ad-
visory to the Secretary of State.
The then secretary [Dean Ache-
son] set up a special panel to
examine the matter again and ad-
vise him as to what disposition
they thought should be made of
the case. i

After I 3ecame Secretary of
State, I received an inquiry on
behalf of the members of the .
special panel as to whether I
wished them to continue to study
the case under the mandate they
had received from my predecassor
in office. In vreply I said that I
felt it unnecessary for them to
continue their -~ advisory study.
placed the ultimate responsibility
on me and I saw no way to shed
‘that responsibility. o

Since then, I have carefully
studied the record with a view
to discharging my legal respon-

aAssociated Press
TO RETIRE: John Carter Vin-
cent, career diplomat, whose

resignation was accepted
yesterday, effective on March
31, by Jdohn Foster Dulles.

protect the interests of the United
States and do personal justice.
II. Jurisdietion

My jurisdiction in this case
stems from three sources:

1. I have authority to tm-rninate.

Mr. Vineent's services on *‘secur-
:Et_\:rg'-’htgrgurtd,;c (Public Law 733,
i -Lirs ongress, -
1950). e
2. I have authority to terminate
Iﬁ‘.Ir. Vincent’'s services on ‘‘loyal-
ty” grounds (Executive Order No.
9835, March 21, 1927, as amended
by Executive Order No. 10241,
April 28, 1951).
3. I have authority in my ‘‘abso-
“lute discretion’ to terminate Mr,
‘\‘ftncent's services if I deem this
necessary or advisable in the in-
terest of the United States'” (Pub-
lic Law 495, Eighty-second Con-
gress, July 10, 1952).

III. The Facts

. - Mr. Vincent served in China al-
most continuously from 1924 to
1936 in consular capacities or as
a Chinese language officer. From
1936 to 1947, except for a short
interruption, hp served in key
positions in China and in Wash-
ington in relation to Chinese,
.ga,pgnese and Far Hastern mat-
ers.

largely relied upon by his super-
iors, notably the President, the

Secretary. of State and George

[George C.] Marshall when he
headed a special Presidential
mission to China in 1945 and 1946.

M. Vincent's part in these mat-
ters and his associtaions during
this time are brought out in de-
tail in the records which I have
examined, They have led me to
conclude that Mr, Vincent's em-
ployment as a foreign service
officer should not be continued.

IV. Reasons

Under Public Law 485 T am not
required to give reason for my
decisions under that law. They
are a matter of ‘‘absolute discre-
tion.”” However, in view of the
public interest which attaches to
this case, I feel that I should
state:

1. I do not believe the record
shows that Mr. Vincent is a ‘‘se-
curity” risk within the usually
accepted meaning of that term
and within the meaning which up
to now has customarily been
given to that term in Public Law
733.

2, I do not find that “on all the
evidence, thers is reasonablet
doubt as to the loyalty'” of Mr.

Vincent to the Government of the

United States within the meaning
of Executive Order 10241.

3. I have, however, concluded
that Mr. Vincent’s reporting of
the facts, evaluation of the facts,
and policy advice during the pe-
riod under review show a failure
to meet the standard which is
demanded -of a Foreign Service
officer of his experience and re-
sponsibility at this critical time.
I do not believe that he can use-
fully continue to serve the United
States as a Foreign Service of-
ficer.

Public Law 495 recognizes the
special responsibilities which, at

-this time of dangerous interna-

tional tensions, devolve on the

Secretary of State and reflects an |

intent that he should act to safe-

guard what he, in his discretion, |
deems the interests of the United |

States. I helieve that that legisla-
tive purpose is sound and I am
responding to it according to my
best judgment.

V. Conclusion

While this memorandum was in '

course of preparation, I talked
with Mr. Vincent and told him
generally of my views. Subse-
quently, Mr. Vincent submitted
his resignation as Minister to
Morocco and Diplamatic Agent at
Tangier and placed in my hands
his application for retirement. I
am granting his application for
f:ﬁt;mment effective March 31,

sibility in a way which will “both

During this later period he was
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